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DECLARATION  OF  FORD  GREENE 
IN  OPPOSITION  TO  SCIENTOLOGY'S 
MOTION  FOR  PRELIMINARY 
INJUNCTION 


FORD  GREENE  declares: 

1.  I  am  an  attorney  licensed  to  practice  law  in  the  Courts 
of  the  State  of  California  and  am  the  attorney  of  record  for 
Gerald  Armstrong,  defendant  herein. 

2 .  Attached  hereto  as  Exhibit  A  are  true  and  correct 
copies  of  a  series  of  six  front-page  articles  that  ran  in  the  Los 
Anaeles  Times  from  June  24-29,  1990. 

3 .  Attached  hereto  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  May 
6,  1991,  cover  story  on  Scientology  that  was  published  in  Time 


Magazine. 


4.  On  February  14,  1992,  I  observed  a  special  one  and  one- 
half  hour  rendition  of  Niahtline ,  hosted  by  Ted  Koppel ,  that  was 
solely  dedicated  to  Scientology. 

Under  penalty  of  perjury  pursuant  to  the  laws  of  the  State 
of  California  I  hereby  declare  that  the  foregoing  is  true  and 
correct  according  to  my  first-hand  knowledge,  except  those 
matters  stated  to  be  on  information  and  belief,  and  as  to  those 
matters,  I  believe  them  to  be  true. 

Executed  on  March  16,  1992,  at  San  Anselmo,  California 


Cos  Angeles  ©Imes 
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Church  Markets  Its  Gospel 
With  High-Pressure  Sales 


ByJOELSAPPELL 

and  ROBERT  W.  WELKOS 

TIMES  STAFF  WRITERS 

Behind  the  religious  trappings, 
the  Church  of  Scientology  is  run 
like  a  lean,  no-nonsense  business 
in  which  potential  members  are 
called  “prospects,”  “raw  meat”  and 
“bodies  in  the  shop.” 

Its  governing  financial  poli- 


THE  SCIENTOLOGY  STORY 
Today:  The  Selling  of  a  Church 
i  m  Second  in  a  six-part  series 


cy,  written  by  the  late  Scientology 
founder  L.  Ron  Hubbard,  is  simple 
and  direct:  “MAKE  MONEY. 
MAKE  MORE  MONEY,  MAKE 
OTHERS  PRODUCE  SO  AS  TO 
MAKE  MONEY.” 

The  organization  uses  sophisti¬ 


cated  sales  tactics  to  sell  a  seem¬ 
ingly  endless  progression  of  expen¬ 
sive  courses,  each  serving  as  a 
prerequisite  for  the  next.  Known 
collectively  as  “The  Bridge,”  the 
courses  promise  salvation,  higher 
intelligence,  superhuman  powers 
and  even  possible  survival  from 
nuclear  fallout— -for  those  who  can 
pay. 

Church  tenets  mandate  that  pa¬ 
rishioners  purchase  Scientology 
goods  and  services  under  Hub¬ 
bard’s  “doctrine  of  exchange.”  A 
person  must  learn  to  give,  he  said, 
as  well  as  receive. 

For  its  programs  and  books,  the 
church  charges  “fixed  donations” 
that  range  from  $50  for  an  elemen¬ 
tary  course  in  improving  commu¬ 
nication  skills  to  more  than  $13,000 
for  Hubbard’s  secret  teachings  on 
the  origins  of  the  universe  and  the 
genesis  of  mankind’s  ills. 

Please  see  MONEY,  A18 
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MONEY:  Church  Puts 
High-Pressure  Sales 
Techniques  to  Work 


Continued  from  A1 
The  church  currently  is  offering 
a  “limited  time  only"  deal  on  a 
select  package  of  Hubbard  courses, 
which  represent  a  small  portion  of 
The  Bridge.  If  bought  individually, 
those  courses  would  cost  $55,455. 
The  sale  price:  $33,399.50. 

As  a  promotional  flyer  for  the 
discount  observes,  "YOU  SAVE 
522  055.50.” 

To  complete  Hubbard’s  progres¬ 
sion  of  courses,  a  Scientologist 
could  conceivably  spend  a  lifetime 
and  more  than  $400,000.  Although 
few  if  any  have  doled  out  that 
much,  the  high  cost  of  enlighten¬ 
ment  in  Scientology  has  left  many 
deeply  in  debt  to  family,  friends 
and  banks. 

Ask  former  church  member  Ma¬ 
rie  Culloden  of  Manhattan  Beach, 
who  describes  herself  as  a  “recov¬ 
ering  Scientologist." 

“I’m  trying  to  recover  my  mort¬ 
gaged  home,"  says  Culloden,  who 
spent  20  years  in  Scientology  and 
obtained  three  mortgages  totaling 
more  than  $80,000  to  buy  courses. 

The  Scientology  Bridge  is  al¬ 
ways  under  construction,  keeping 
the  Supreme  Answer  one  step 
away  from  church  members— a 
potent  sales  strategy  devised  by 
Hubbard  to  keep  the  money  flow¬ 
ing,  critics  contend. 

New  courses  continually  are 
added,  each  of  which  is  said  to  be 
crucial  for  spiritual  progress,  each 
heavily  promoted. 

Church  members  are  warned 
that  unless  they  keep  purchasing 
Scientology  services,  misery  and 
sickness  may  befall  them.  For  the 
true  believer,  this  is  a  powerful 
incentive  to  keep  buying  whatever 


the  group  is  selling. 

Through  the  mail,  Scientologists 
are  bombarded  with  glossy,  color¬ 
ful  brochures  announcing  the  lat¬ 
est  courses  and  discounts.  Letters 
and  postcards  sound  the  dire  warn¬ 
ing,  “Urgent!  Urgent!  Your  future 
is  at  risk!  ...  It  is  time  to  ACT! 
NOW!.  .  .You  must  buy  now!" 

By  far  the  most  expensive  ser¬ 
vice  offered  by  Scientology  is  "au¬ 
diting"— a  kind  of  confessional 
during  which  an  individual  reveals 
intimate  and  traumatic  details  of 
his  life  while  his  responses  are 
monitored  on  a  lie  detector- type 
device  known  as  the  E-meter. 

The  purpose  is*  to  unburden  a 
person  of  painful  experiences,  or 
“engrams,"  that  block  his  spiritual 
growth,  a  process  that  can  span 
hundreds  of  hours.  Auditing  is 
purchased  in  12V£-hour  chunks 
costing  anywhere  between  $3,000 
and  $11,000  each,  depending  on 
where  it  is  bought. 

Even  Scientology's  critics  con¬ 
cede  that  auditing  often  helps  peo¬ 
ple  feel  better  by  allowing  them  to 
air  troubling  aspects  of  their 
lives— much  like  a  Catholic  confes¬ 
sional  or  psychotherapy— and 
keeps  them  coming  back  for  more. 

□ 

The  church  makes  no  apologies 
for  the  methods  it  uses  to  raise 
funds  and  spread  the  gospel  of  its 
founder.  Scientology  spokesmen 
said  in  interviews  that  it  takes 
money  to  cover  overhead  expenses 
and  to  finance  the  church’s  world¬ 
wide  expansion,  as  it  does  for  any 
religion. 

“You  can’t  do  it  on  bread  and 
butter,"  said  one. 


Los  Angeles  Times 

The  E-meter,  used  to  monitor  responses  during  "auditing.” 


Church  leaders  will  not  discuss 
Scientology’s  gross  income  or  net 
worth.  But  they  contend  that 
Scientologists  who  pay  for  spiritual 
programs  are  no  different  from, 
say,  Mormons  who  tithe  10%  of 
their  income  for  admittance  to  the 
temple,  or  from  Jews  who  buy 
tickets  to  High  Holiday  services  or 
from  Christians  who  rent  church 
pews. 

“The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that 
the  parishioners  of  the  Church  of 
Scientology  have  felt  and  continue 
to  feel  that  they  get  full  value  for 
their  donations,"  said  Scientology 


lawyer  Earle  C.  Cooley. 

Many  Scientologists  say  that 
Hubbard’s  teachings  have  resur¬ 
rected  their  lives,  some  of  which 
were  marred  by  drugs,  personal 
traumas,  self  doubts  or  a  sense  of 
alienation.  They  say  that,  through 
the  church,  they  have  gained  con¬ 
fidence  and  learned  to  lead  ethical 
lives  and  take  responsibility  for 
themselves,  while  working  to  cre¬ 
ate  a  better  world. 

Scientology  “works,"  they  say, 
and  for  that,  no  price  is  too  high. 

“It  takes  money,"  acknowledged 
Scientologist  Sheri  Scott.  “It  took 
Please  see  MONEY,  A19 
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MONEY: 

The  Cost 
of  Crossing 
‘The  Bridge’ 

Continued  from  A18 
money  for  my  father  to  buy  his 
Cadillac.  I  wish  he'd  sell  the  damn 
thing  and  give  me  the  money  |for 
Scientologyl-  .  .  .  i  have  never  fell 
ciealed  at  ail." 

*Tm  not  glued  to  the  sky  or 
anything.  I'm  a  very  normal  per¬ 
son.”  she  added.  "I  just  wish  more 
people  would  take  a  look,  would 
read  [about  Scientology \.  before 
they  decide  we're  cuckoo." 


While  other  religions  increas¬ 
ingly  advertise  and  market 
themselves,  none  approaches  the 
Church  of  Scientology's  commer¬ 
cial  zeal  and  sophistication. 

Its  tactics  come  directly  from 
Hubbard,  who  wrote  entire  treatis¬ 
es  on  how  to  create  a  market  for. 
and  sell.  Scientology. 

He  borrowed  generously  from  a 
1971  book  called  "Big  League  Sales 
Closing  Techniques.”  Touted  as  the 
"selling  secrets  of  a  supcrsales- 
nan.”  the  book  was  written  by 
farmer  car  dealer  Les  Dane,  who 
has  conducted  popular  seminars  at 
Scientology  headquarters  in  Flori¬ 
da. 

Hubbard  said  Scientology  must 
be  marketed  through  the  "art  of 
lard  sell,”  meaning  an  "insistence 
that  people  buy.”  He  said  that, 
‘regardless  of  who  the  person  is  or 
vhat  he  is.  the  motto  is.  ‘Always 
jell  something. 

Hubbard  contended  that  such 
high -pressure  tactics  are  impera¬ 
tive  because  a  person's  spiritual 
veil  being  is  at  stake. 

Among  other  things,  he  directed 
his  followers  to;  “rob  the  person  of 
every  opportunity  to  say  ‘No.*’*; 
“help  prospects  work  through  fi¬ 
nancial  stops  impeding  a  sale": 
“make  the  prospect  think  it  was  his 
dea  to  make  the  purchase”;  utilize 
the  two  man  “tag  team”  approach. 
Lad  "overcome  and  rapidly  handle 
any  attempted  prospect  backouL" 
One  of  the  most  important  tech¬ 
niques  in  selling  Scientology.  Hub¬ 
bard  said,  is  to  create  mystery. 

“If  we  tell  him  there  is  some¬ 
thing  to  know  and  don’t  tell  him 
what  it  is.  we  will  zip  people  into” 
the  organization.  Hubbard  wrote. 
"And  one  can  keep  doing  this  to  a 
person— shuttle  them  along  using 
mystery.” 

Frequently,  a  person’s  first  con¬ 
tact  with  Scientology  comes  when 
he  is  approached  by  a  staff  member 
on  the  street  and  offered  a  free 
personality  test,  or  receives  a 
lengthy  questionnaire  in  the  mail. 

Using  chans  and  graphs,  the 
idea  is  to  convince  a  person  that  he 
has  some  problem,  or  "ruin.”  that 
Scientology  can  fix,  while  assuag¬ 
ing  concerns  he  may  have  about 
the  church.  According  to  Hubbard, 
“if  the  job  has-  been  done  well,  the 
person  should  be  worried.” 

-With  that  accomplished,  the 
customer  is  pushed  to  buy  services 
he  is  told  will  improve  his  sorry 
condition  and  perhaps  give  him 
such  powers  as  being  able  to  spiri¬ 
tually  travel  outside  his  body— or. 
in  Scientology  jargon,  to  “exterior¬ 
ize.” 

Former  church  member  Andrew 
Lesco  said  he  was  told  that  he 
“would  be  able  to  project  my  mind 
into  drawers,  someone’s  pocket,  a 
wallet  and  I  would  be  able  to  tell 
what’s  inside .  . 

Church  members  are  required  to 
write  testimonials— "success  sto¬ 
ries”— as  they  progress  from  one 
level  to  the  next. 

The  testimonials  regularly  ap¬ 
pear  in  Scientology  publications. 
Usually  carrying  only  the  authors’ 
initials,  they  are  used  to  promote 
courses  without  the  church  itself 
assuming  legal  liability  for  promis¬ 
ing  results  that  may  not  occur. 


The  seagoing  vessel  Freewinds  in  a  photo  from  a  Scientology  publica¬ 
tion.  The  ship,  which  is  based  in  the  Caribbean,  is  used  as  a  floating 
classroom  where  the  most  advanced  Scientology  course  is  offered. 

Wheaton,  who  left  behind  two 
children,  ages  3  and  7.  He  was  the 
pilot  or  an  Air  Florida  jet  that 
plunged  into  the  Potomac  llivor 
after  it  had  departed  Washington. 
D.C.’s  National  Airjjorl  in  1982. 

The  Wheatons  were  longtime 
church  members. 

Joanne  Wheaton  gave  nearly 
$  1  fiO.OOO  to  the  church  and  almost 
as  much  to  a  private  business 
controlled  by  Scientologists.  But 
the  deal  was  blocked  when  a 
lawsuit  was  brought  by  an  attor¬ 
ney  appointed  by  the  court  to 
protect  the  children's  interests. 

The  suit  claimed  that  the  Scien¬ 
tologists  had  disregarded  the  fu¬ 
ture  welfare  and  financial  security 
of  the  Wheaton  family  by  taking 
money  that  was  supposed  to  be 
used  solely  for  the  support  of  the 
children  and  their  mother. 

After  protracted  discussions,  the 
money  was  refunded  and  the 
Scientologists  who  negotiated  the 
deal  were  expelled  by  the  church 
for  their  role  in  the  affair. 


according  to  cx-ScicntoIogists. 
Here  is  an  example: 

"We  were  having  trouble  with 
the  windshield  wipers  in  our  car. 
Sometimes  they  would  work  and 
sometimes  they  wouldn't.  .  .  .  We 
were  driving  along,  and  my  hus¬ 
band  was  driving.  I  got  to  thinking 
about  the  windshield  wipers,  left 
my  body  in  the  scat  and  look  a  look 
under  the  hood.  I  spotted  the  wires 
that  were  shorting  and  caused 
them  to  weld  themselves  together, 
like  they  were  supposed  to  be.  We 
haven't  had  any  trouble  with  them 
since.” 

□ 

Scientology  staffers  who  sell 
Hubbard's  courses  are  called 
"registrars."  They  earn  commis¬ 
sions  on  their  sales  and  arc  skilled 
at  eliciting  every  facet  of  an  indi¬ 
vidual's  finances,  including  bank 
accounts,  slocks,  cars,  houses, 
whatever  can  be  converted  to  cash. 

Like  all  Scientology  staffers,  a 
registrar’s  productivity  is  evaluat¬ 
ed  each  week.  Performance  is 
judged  by  how  much  money  he  or 
she  brings  in  by  Thursday  after¬ 
noon.  And.  in  Scientology,  declin¬ 
ing  or  stagnant  productivity  is  not 
viewed  benevolently,  as  former 
registrar  Roger  Barnes  says  he 
learned. 

"I  remember  being  dragged 
across  a  desk  by  my  tie  because  1 
hadn't  made  my  [sales  quota].”  said 
Barnes,  who  once  loured  the  world 
selling  Scientology  until  he  had  a 
bitter  break  with  the  group. 

Barnes  and  other  ex-Scientolo- 
gisls  say  that  this  uncompromising 
push  to  generate  more  money  each 
week  places  intense  pressure  on 
registrars. 

Another  former  Scientology 
salesman  in  Los  Angeles  said  he 
and  other  registrars  would  use  a 
tactic  called  "crush  rcgging."  The 
technique,  he  said,  employed  no 
elaborate  sales  talk.  They  repeated 
three  words  again  and  again:  “Sign 
the  check.  Sign  the  check.” 

"This  made  the  person  feel  so 
harassed."  he  said,  "that  he  would 
sign  the  check  because  it  was  the 
only  way  he  was  going  to  get  out  of 
there.” 

A  1984  investigative  report  by 
Canadian  authorities  quoted  a  To¬ 
ronto  registrar  as  saying  that 
members  of  the  public  want  to  be 
“bled  of  their  money.  ...  If  Ihcy 
didn’L  they  would  be  staff  mem¬ 
bers  eligible  for  free  training." 

The  Canadian  report  also  re¬ 
counted  a  meeting  during  which 
Scientology  staffers  chanted:  "Go 
for  the  throat.  Go  for  blood.  Go  for 
the  bloody  throat.” 

Former  Scientologist  Donna  Day 
of  Ventura  said  that  church  regis¬ 
trars  accused  her  of  throwing  away 
money  on  rent  and  on  food  for  her 
cats  and  dogs— "degraded  beings.” 
they  called  her  pets.  They  said  the 
money  should  be  going  to  the 
church. 

"I  was  so  upset.  1  finally  left  the 
house  with  them  silling  in  it.”  said 
Day.  who  sued  the  church  to  get 
back  525.000  she  said  she  had  spent 
on  Scientology. 

Several  years  ago.  church  mem¬ 
bers  persuaded  a  Florida  woman  to 
turn  over  a  workers  compensation 
settlement  she  received  after  the 
death  of  her  hushand.  lairry  M. 


For  years,  one  of  Scientology’s 
top  promoters  was  Larry  Wol  - 
lersheim.  He  traveled  the  country 
inspiring  others  to  follow  him 
across  Hubbard's  Bridge.  Then  he 
became  disenchanted  with  the 
movement. 

In  1980.  he  filed  a  Los  Angeles 
Superior  Court  lawsuit,  accusing 
the  church  of  subjecting  him  to 
psychologically  damaging  practic¬ 
es  and  of  driving  him  to  the  brink 
of  insanity  and  financial  ruin  after 
he  had  a  falling  out  with  the  group. 

Three  years  ago.  a  jury  awarded 
him  530  million.  The  award  was 
recently  reduced  to  52.5  million. 

During  the  litigation.  Woller- 
sheim  filed  a  200-page  affidavit  in 
which  he  offered  this  analysis  of 
what  keeps  Scientologists  hooked: 

"Fear  and  hope  are  totally  in¬ 
doctrinated  into  the  cull  [Sciento¬ 
logy]  member.  He  hopes  that  he 
will  receive  the  miraculous  and 
ridiculous  claims  made  directly, 
indirectly  and  by  rumor  by  the  sect 
and  its  members. 

"He  is  afraid  of  the  peer  pressure 
for  not  proceeding  up  the  pre¬ 
scribed  program.  He  is  intimidated 
and  afraid  of  being  accused  of 
being  a  dilettante.  He  is  afraid  that 
if  he  doesn’t  do  it  now  before  the 
world  ends  or  collapses  he  may 
never  gel  the  chance.  He  is  afraid  if 
he  doesn’t  claim  he  received  gains 
and  write  a  success  testimonial  he 
will  be  shunned.  .  .  . 

"How  many  people  could  stand 
up  to  that  kind  of  pressure  and 
stand  before  a  group  of  applauding 
people  and  say-.  ’Hey.  it  really 
wasn’t  good.’?" 

Wollersheim  said  that  the  cours¬ 
es  provide  only  a  temporary  eu¬ 
phoria. 

"Then  you’re  sold  the  next  mys¬ 
tery  and  the  next  solution.  .  .  . 
I’ve  seen  people  sell  their  homes, 
stocks,  inheritances  and  every¬ 
thing  they  own  chasing  their  hopes 
for  a  fleeting,  subjective  euphoria.  I 
have  never  witnessed  a  greater 
preying  on  the  hopes  and  fears  of 
others  that  has  l»ecn  carefully 
engineered  by  the  cull's  leader.” 

NEXT:  Part  Thiee — Inside  Sciento¬ 
logy. 
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Shoring  Up  Its  Religious  Profile 


■  The  church  has  adopted  the 
terminology  and  trappings  of 
traditional  theologies.  But  the  IRS  is 
not  convinced. 

BvJOELSAPPELL 
and  ROBERT  W.  WELKOS 

TIMES  STAFF  WRITERS 

Since  its  founding  some  35  years  ago  by 
the  late  science  fiction  writer  L.  Ron 
Hubbard,  Scientology  has  worked  hard  to 
shore  up  its  religious  profile  for  the 
public,  the  courts  and  the  Internal  Revenue 
Service. 

In  the  old  days,  for  example,  those  who 
purchased  Hubbard’s  Scientology  courses  were 
called  “students.”  Today,  they  are  “parishion¬ 
ers.”  The  group’s  “franchises”  have  become 
“missions.”  And  Hubbard’s  teachings,  formerly 
his  “courses,”  now  are  described  as  sacred 
scriptures. 

The  word  “Dianetics”  was  even  redefined  to 
give  it  a  spiritual  twist.  For  years,  Hubbard  said 
it  meant  “through  the  mind.”  The  new  defini¬ 
tion-.  “through  the  soul.” 

Canadian  authorities  learned  firsthand  how 
far  Scientologists  would  go  to  maintain  a 
religious  aura. 

According  to  police  documents  disclosed  in 
1984,  an  undercover  officer  who  infiltrated 
Scientology’s  Toronto  outpost  during  an  Inves¬ 
tigation  of  its  activities  was  asked  by  a  church 
official  to  don  a  “white  collar  so  that  someone  in 
the  (organization!  looked  like  a  minister. 

□ 

F'or  three  decades,  critics  have  accused  Scien¬ 
tology  of  assuming  the  mantle  of  religion  to 


shield  itself  from  government 
inquiries  and  taxes. 

“To  some,  this  seems  mere 
opportunism,”  Hubbard  said 
of  Scientology’s  religious  con¬ 
version  in  a  1954  communique 
to  his  followers.  “To  some  it 
would  seem  that  Scientology 
is  simply  making  itself  bullet¬ 
proof  in  the  eyes  of  the 
law.  .  . 

But,  Hubbard  insisted,  reli¬ 
gion  is  “basically  a  philosoph¬ 
ic  teaching  designed  to  better 
the  civilization  into  which  it  is 
taught.  ...  A  Scientologist 
has  a  better  right  to  call 
himself  a  priest,  a  minister,  a 
missionary,  a  doctor  of  divini¬ 
ty,  a  faith  healer  or  a  preacher 
than  any  other  man  who  bears 
the  insignia  of  religion  of  the 
Western  World.” 

Joseph  Yanny,  a  Los  An¬ 
geles  attorney  who  repre¬ 
sented  the  church  until  he  had 
a  bitter  falling  out  with  the  group  in  1987,  said 
Scientology  portrays  itself  as  a  religion  only 
where  it  is  expedient  to  do  so— such  as  in  the 
U.S..  where  tax  laws  favor  religious  organiza¬ 
tions. 

In  Israel  and  many  parts  of  Latin  America, 
where  there  is  either  a  state  religion  or  a 
prohibition  against  religious  organizations  own¬ 
ing  property,  Yanny  said  Scientology  claims  to 
be  a  philosophical  society. 

In  the  beginning.  Hubbard  toyed  with  differ¬ 
ent  ways  to  promote  his  creation. 

For  a  time,  he  called  it  “the  only  successfully 
validated  psychotherapy  in  the  world.”  To  those 
who  completed  his  courses,  he  offered  “certifi¬ 


cation”  as  a  “Freudian  psy¬ 
choanalyst.” 

He  also  described  it  as  a 
“precision  science”  that  re¬ 
quired  no  faith  or  beliefs  to 
produce  “completely  predict¬ 
able  results”  of  higher  intelli¬ 
gence  and  better  health.  Hub¬ 
bard  bestowed  upon  its 
practitioners  the  title  “doctor 
of  Scientology.” 

This  characterization,  how¬ 
ever,  landed  him  in  trouble 
with  the  U.S.  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  and  a  federal 
judge,  who  concluded  in  1971 
that  Hubbard  was  making 
false  medical  claims  and  had 
employed  “skillful  propagan¬ 
da  to  make  Scientology  .  .  . 
attractive  in  many  varied,  of¬ 
ten  inconsistent  wrappings.” 

The  judge  said,  however, 
that  if  claims  about  Scientolo¬ 
gy  were  advanced  in  a  purely 
spiritual  context,  they  would 
be  beyond  the  government’s  reach  because  of 
protections  afforded  religions  under  the  First 
Amendment. 

□ 

I  n  the  United  States,  it  is  easy  to  become  a 
church,  no  matter  how  unconventional  — you 
just  say  it  is  so.  The  hard  part  may  come  in 
keeping  tax-exempt  status,  as  Scientology  has 
learned. 

The  U.S.  government  is  constitutionally 
barred  from  determining  what  is  and  what  is  not 
a  religion.  But.  under  the  law.  there  is  no 
guaranteed  right  to  tax  exemption.  The  IRS  can 
Please  see  RFLIGION,  A 19 


Cross  of  Church  of  Scientology. 
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make  a  church  pay  taxes  if  it  fails 

to  meet  criteria  established  by.  the 

agency. 

A  tax-exempt  religion  may  not, 
for  example,  operate  primarily  for 
business  purposes,  commit  crimes, 
engage  in  partisan  politics  or  en¬ 
rich  private  individuals.  It  should, 
among  other  things,  have  a  formal 
doctrine,  ordained  ministers,  reli¬ 
gious  services,  sincerely  held  be¬ 
liefs  and  an  established  place  of 
worship. 

In  1967;  the  Church  of  Scientolo¬ 
gy  of  California  was  stripped  of  its 
tax-exempt  status  by  the  IRS,  an 
action  the  church  considered  un¬ 
lawful  and  thus  ignored.  The  IRS, 
in  turn,  undertook  a  mammoth 
audit  of  the  church  for  the  years 
1970  through  1974. 

.  So  began  Scientology’s  most 
sweeping  religious  make-over. 

Among  other  things,  Scientology 
ministers  (formerly  “counselors”) 
started  to  wear  white  collars,  dark 
suits  and  silver  crosses. 

Sunday  services  were  mandated 


and  chapels  were  ordered  erected 
in  Scientology  buildings.  It  was 
made  a  punishable  offense  for  a 
staffer  to  omit  from  church  litera¬ 
ture  the  notation  that  Scientology 
is  a  “religious  philosophy.1' 

Many  of  the  changes  flowed 
from  a  flurry  of  “religious  image” 
directives  issued  by  high-level 
Scientology  executives.  One  policy 
put  it  bluntly:  “Visual  evidences 
that  Scientology  is  a  religion  are 
mandatory.” 

None  of  this,  however,  con¬ 
vinced  the  IRS,  which  assessed  the 
church  more  than  $1  million  in 
back  taxes  for.  the  years  1970 
through  1972.  Scientology  ap¬ 
pealed  to  the  U.S.  Tax  Court, 
where,  in  1984,  it  was  handed  one 
of  the  worst  financial  and  public 
relations  disasters  in  its  history. 

In  a  blistering  opinion,  the.  court 
backed  the  IRS  and  said  the 
Church  of  Scientology  of  California 
had  “made  a  business  out  of  selling 
religion,”  had  diverted  millions  of 
dollars’ to  Hubbard  and  his  family 
and  had  “conspired  for  almost  a 


decade  to  defraud  the  United 
States  Government  by  impeding 
the  IRS.”  •  - 

The  church  lost  again  when  it 
took  the  case  before  the  U.S.  '9th 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  in  San 
Francisco  and  the  U.S.  Supreme 
Court  let  the  lower-court  decision 
stand. 

□ 

Stripped  of  its  tax-exempt  status, 
Scientology  executives  turned 
the  Church  of  Scientology  of  Cali¬ 
fornia  into  a  virtual  shell. 

Once  called  the  “Mother 
Church,”  it  no  longer  controls  the 
Scientology  empire  and  does  not 
serve  as  the  chief  depository  for 
church  funds. 

It  has  been  replaced  by  a  number 
of  new  organizations  that  Sciento¬ 
logy  executives  maintain  are  reli¬ 
gious  and  tax  exempt.  But,  once 
again,  the  IRS  has  disagreed,  rul¬ 
ing  that  the  new  organizations  are 
still  operating  in  a  commercial 
manner. 

Scientology  is  appealing  the  IRS 
decision  in  the  courts. 


John  Travolta  and  Kirstie  Alley  in  movie  "Look  Who’s  Talking." 
Below,  Hollywood  mansion  that  houses  Celebrity  Centre  Inter¬ 
national.  a  branch  of  the  church  that  ministers  to  the  famous. 


The  Courting 
of  Celebrities 

■  Testimonials  of  the  famous  are  prominent  in  the 
church’s  push  for  acceptability.  John  Travolta  and 
Kirstie  Alley  are  the  current  headliners. 

The  Church  of  Scientology  uses  celebrity  spokesmen  to 

endorse  L.  Ron  Hubbard’s  teachings  and  give  Scientology 
greater  acceptability  in  mainstream  America. 

As  far  back  as  1955,  Hubbard  recognized  the  value  of 
famous  people  to  his  fledgling,  off-beat  church  when  he 
inaugurated  "Project  Celebrity.”  According  to  Hubbard, 
Scientologists  should  target  prominent  individuals  as  their 
“quarry”  and  bring  them  back  like  trophies  for  Scientology. 

He  listed  the  following  people  of  that  era  as  suitable  prey: 
Edward  R.  Murrow,  Marlene  Dietrich,  Ernest  Hemingway, 

Howard  Hughes.  Greta  Garbo.  Walt  Disney,  Henry  Luce,  Billy 
Graham,  Groucho  Marx  and  others  of  similar  stature 
“If  you  bring  one  of  them  home  you  will  get  a  small  plaque  as  a 
reward,”  Hubbard  wrote  in  a  Scientology  magazine  more  than 

th  AUhoughthe^ffort  died,  the  idea  of  using  celebrities  to  promote 
and  defend  Scientology  survived— though  perhaps  not  as  grandly 
as  Hubbard  had  dreamed. 


u 

Today,  the  churcn  s  most  famous  celebrity  is  actor  John 

Travolta,  who  credits  Hubbard’s  teachings  with  giving  him 

confidence  and  direction.  ^  , 

44 All  I’ve  had  are  benefits,”  said  Travolta,  a  church  member 

g  jj^Q0 

Another  Scientology  celebrity  is  actress  Kirstie  Alley,  co-star  of 
the  television  series  “Cheers.”  Last  year,  Alley  and jTravolta  „ 

teamed  up  in  the  blockbuster  comedy  film,  Look  Who  s  1  alkmg. 

Alley  is  international  spokeswoman  for  the  Scientology 
movement’s  controversial  new  drug  and  alcohol  treatment  center 
in  Chilocco,  Okla.,  which  employs  a  rehabilitation  regimen  created 
years  ago  by  Hubbard.  .  ,  ,  , 

A  former  cocaine  abuser,  Alley  has  said  she  discovered 

Hubbard’s  Narconon  program  in  1979  and  that  it  “salvaged  my  h 
and  began  my  acting  career.” 

Alley  also  has  become  active  in  disseminating  a  new  47 -page 
booklet  on  ways  to  preserve  the  environment.  The  booklet, 
entitled  “Cry  Out,”  was  named  after  a  Hubbard  song  and  was 
produced  by  Author  Services  Inc.,  his  literary  agency.  Author 
Services  is  controlled  by  influential  Scientologists. 

In  April  Alley  provided  nationwide  exposure  for  the  illustrated 
booklet- which  mentions  Hubbard  but  not  Scientology -when 
she  unveiled  it  on  the  popular  Arscnio  Hall  Show.  Since  then,  it 
has  been  distributed  to  prominent  environmental  groups 
throughout  the  U.S. 

□ 

Besides  Alley  and  Travolta,  the  Scientology  celebrity  ranks  also 
include:  jazz  pianist  Chick  Corea;  singer  A1  Jarreau;  actress 
Karen  Black;  opera  star  Julia  Migenes;  Priscilla  Presley  and  her 
daughter  Lisa  Marie  Presley,  and  Nancy  Cartwright,  who  is  the 
voice  behind  Bart  Simpson,  the  wisecracking  son  on  the  animated 
TV  hit,  “The  Simpsons.” 

U.S.  Olympic  gymnast  Charles  Lakes  also  is  a  prominent 

^After  the  1988  Summer  Games  in  Seoul,  Lakes  appeared  on  the 
cover  of  Celebrity  magazine,  a  Scientology  publication  that 
promotes  churcK  celebrities.  In  an  interview  with  the  magazine, 
Lakes  credited  Dianetics  for  his  success  and  strength. 

“I  am  by  far  the  healthiest  person  on  the  team,”  he  said.  ‘  1  hey 
[other  team  members]  are  actually  resentful  of  me  because  I  don  t 

have  to  train  as  long  as  they  do.” 

Celebrities  are  considered  so  important  to  the  movements 
expansion  that  the  church  created  a  special  office  to  guide  their 
careers  and  ensure  their  “correct  utilization  for  Scientology. 

The  church  has  a  special  branch  that  ministers  to  prominent 
individuals,  providing  them  with  first-class  treatment.  Its 
headquarters,  called  Celebrity  Centre  International,  is  housed  in  a 
magnificent  old  turreted  mansion  on  Franklin  Avenue, 
overlooking  the  Hollywood  Freeway. 

In  1988,  the  movement  tried  to  associate  itself  with  a 
non-Scientology  celebrity,  race  driver  Mario  Andretti,  by 
sponsoring  his  car  in  the  GTE  World  Challenge  of  Tampa,  Fla.  But 

the  plan  backfired.  J 

When  Andretti  saw  seven  Dianetics  logo  decals  stripped  acioss 
his  Porsche,  he  demanded  that  they  be  removed. 

“It’s  not  something  I  believe  in,  so  I  don’t  want  to  make  it  appear 
like  I'm  endorsing  it,”  he  was  quoted  as  saying. 


For  vears,  Scientology’s  biggest  celebrity  spokesman  was 
former  San  Francisco  49ers  quarterback  John  Brodie. 

Brodie  said  that  when  pain  in  his  throwing  arm  threatened  his 
career,  he  applied  Dianetics  techniques  and  soon  was  zipping  the 
ball”  again  like  a  young  man. 

Although  he  still  admires  Hubbard’s  teachings,  Brodie  said  he 
gave  up  promoting  them  after  some  of  his  friends  in  Scientology 
were  expelled  and  harassed  during  a  power  struggle  with  church 

management.  .  „ 

“There  were  many  in  the  church  I  felt  were  treated  unfairly, 

Brodie  said. 


—JOEL SAPPELL  and  ROBERT  W.  WELKOS 
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COLUMN  ONE 

The  Mind 
Behind  the 
Religion 

h  From  a  life  haunted  by 
emotional  and  financial 
troubles,  L.  Ron  Hubbard 
brought  forth  Scientology.  He 
achieved  godlike  status  among 
his  followers,  and  his  death  has 
not  deterred  the  church’s  efforts 
.  to  reach  deeper  into  society. 


By  JOEL  SAPPELL 
and  ROBERT  W.  WELKOS 
times  staff  writers 

It  was  a  triumph  of  galactic  proportions: 
Science  fiction  writer  L.  Ron  Hubbard  had 
discarded  the  body  that  bound  him  to  the 
physical  universe  and  was  off  to  the  next 
phase  of  his  spiritual  exploration— “on  a 
planet  a  galaxy  away." 

•  "Hip,  hip,  hurray1.”  thousands  of  Sciento-  • 
logists  thundered  inside  the  Hollywood 
Palladium,  where  they  had  just  been  told  of 
this  remarkable  feat 

“Hip,  hip,  hurray!  Hip,  hip,  hurray!”  they 
continued  .to  chant,  gazing  at  a  large 
—  .'photograph  of  Hubbard,  creator  of  their 
ireligion  and  author  of  the  best-selling 
‘‘Djanetics:  The  Modern  Science  of  Mental 
Health."  ' 

Earlier  that  day,  the  Church  of  Sciento¬ 
logy  had  summoned  the  faithful  through¬ 
out  Los  .Angeles  to  a  "big  and  exciting 
?  event”  at  the  Palladium.  They  were  told 
nothing  more,  just  to  be  there. 

.As  evening  fell,  thousands  arrived,  most 
decked  out-  in  the  spit-and-polish  mock 
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1  First  in  a  six-part  series 


lavy  uniforms  that  are  symbolic  of  the 

Irganization’s  paramilitary  structure. 

'  The  excited  assemblage  was  about  to 
earn  that  their  beloved  leader,  a  man  who 
lubbed  himself  "The .  Commodore,  had 
lied.  YeL  death  was  never  mentioned^ 
Instead,  the  Scientologists  were  told  that 
Hubbard  had  finished  his  spiritual  research 
on  this  planet,  charting  a  precise  path  for 
man  to  achieve  immortality.  And  now  it 
w.jis  on  to  bigger  challenges  somewhere 
beyond  the  stars.  t 

His  body  had  “become  an  impediment  to 
tile  work  he  now  must  do  outside  of  its 
confines,”  the  awe-struck  crowd  was  in¬ 
formed.  “The  fact  that  he  .  .  •  wi  lingly 
discarded  the  body  after  it  was  no  longer 
useful  to  him  signifies  his  ultimate  success: 
the  conquest  of  life  that  he  embarked  upon 
half  a  century  ago.” 

•  The  death  certificate  would  show  that 
Lafayette  Ronald  Hubbard,  74,  who  had 
not  been  seen  publicly  for  nearly  six  years, 
Please  see  CHAPTER  ONE,  A34 


About  This  Series 

The  Times  today  begins  a  six-part  series  on  the  Church  of 
Scientology,  the  controversial  religion  founded  by  the  late 
author  L.  Ron  Hubbard. 

Since  its  creation  nearly  four  decades  ago,  Scientology  has 
grown  into  a  worldwide  movement  that,  in  recent  months,  has 
spent  millions  of  dollars  promoting  its  founder  and  his  self-help 

book, .‘‘Dianetics:  The  Modern  Science  of  Mental  Health.” 

In  the  past  five  years  alone,  more  than  20  of  Hubbard’s  fiction 
anc  nonfiction  books  have  become  national  bestsellers — most 
of  them  achieving  that  status  after  his  death  in  January,  1986. 

Scientology  executives  estimate  the  church’s  membership  to 
be  more  than  6.5  million,  although  some  former  members 
believe  the  actual  number  is  smaller. 

Scientology's  largest  stronghold  is  in  Hollywood,  the 
organization’s  management  nerve  center.  The  church  is  also  a 
major  presence  in  Clearwater,  Fla.,  where  Scientologists  from 
arcund  the  world  go  for  training. 

No  other  contemporary  religion  has  endured  a  more 
turbulent  past  or  a  more  sustained  assault  on  its  existence  than 
the  Church  of  Scientology.  It  has  weathered  crises  that  would 
have  crippled,  if  not  destroyed,  other  fledgling  religious 
movements— testimony  to  the  group’s  determination  to 
survive. 

Eleven  of  its  top  leaders— including  Hubbard's  wife— were 
jailed  for  burglarizing  the  U.S.  Justice  Department  and  other 
federal  agencies  in  the  1970s.  Within  the  church,  there  have 
been  widespread  purges  and  defections.  Some  former  members 
have  filed  lawsuits  accusing  the  church  of  intimidating  its 
critics,  breaking  up  families  and  using  high-pressure  sales 
techniques  to  separate  large  sums  of  money  from  its  followers. 

In  1986,  Scientology  paid  an  estimated  $5  million  to  settle 
more  than  20  of  the  suits,  without  admitting  wrongdoing.  In 
exchange,  the  plaintiffs  agreed  never  again  to  criticize 
Scientology  or  Hubbard  and  to  have  their  lawsuits  forever 
sealed  from  public  view. 

Through  all  this,  the  church  has  persevered,  dismissing  its 
critics  in  government,  psychiatry  and  the  media  as  “criminals” 
and  “anti-religion”  demagogues  who  have  conspired  to 
persecute  Scientology. 

Today,  the  Scientology  movement  is  writing  a  new  chapter 
in  its  history,  one  that  has  attracted  a  new  generation  of 
supporters  and  detractors.  Through  official  church  programs 
and  a  network  of  groups  run  by  Scientology  followers,  the 
movement  is  reaching  into  American  society  as  never  before  to 
gain  legitimacy  and  new  members. 

The  apparent  intent  is  to  position  Hubbard  as  a  sort  of 
20th-Century  Renaissance  man,  lending  new  credibility  to  his 
Scientology  teachings. 

Among  other  things,  church  members  are  disseminating  his 
writings  in  schools  across  the  U.S.,  assisted  by  groups  that 
seldom  publicize  their  Scientology  connections.  • 

Scientology  followers  also  have  established  a  number  of 
successful  consulting  firms  that  sell  Hubbard’s  management 
techniques  to  health  care  professionals  and  businessmen.  In  the 
process,  many  are  steered  into  the  church. 

And  Scientologists  are  the  driving  force  behind  two 
organizations  active  in  the  scientific  community.  The 
organizations  have  been  busy  trying  to  sell  government 
agencies  and  the  public  on  a  chemical  detoxification  treatment 
developed  by  Hubbard. 

There  is  little  question  that,  although  Hubbard  is  gone, 
Scientology  is  here  to  stay— and  doing  its  best  to  meet  his 
expectations.  "The  world  is  ours,"  he  once  told  his  adherents. 
“Own  it.” 
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I  haw  high  hopes  of  smashing  my  name  into  history  ®  ® 
so  violently  that  it  will  take  a  legendary  form. .. .  '  * 

That  goal  is  the  real  goal  as  far  as  lam  concerned. 

— L.  Ron  Hubbard,  writing  to  the  first  of  his  three  wives  In  1938, 
more  than  a  decade  before  he  created  Scientology. 


L.  Ron  Hubbard,  the  founder  of  the  religion  of  Scientology. 


LARRY  DAVIS  /  Los  Angeles  Tim?s 


The  church’s  distinctive,  powder-blue  headquarters  in  Hollywood.  . 


It’s  a  religion  that  abounds  in;,;  : 
galactic  tales,  and  its  deepest  _ 
secrets  are  known  to  few .  * s 
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Defining 
the  Theology 


ByJOELSAPPELL 
and  ROBERT  W.  WELKOS 

TIMES  STAFF  WRITERS 

hat  is  Scientology? 

Not  even  the  vast  ma¬ 
jority  of  Scientologists 
can  fully  answer  the 
question.  In  the  Church  of  Sciento¬ 
logy,  there  is  no  one  book  that 
comprehensively  sets  forth  the  re¬ 
ligion's  beliefs  in  the  fashion  of, 
say,  the  Bible  or  the  Koran. 

Rather,  Scientology's  theology  is 
scattered  among  the  voluminous 
writings  and  tape-recorded  dis¬ 
courses  of  the  late  science  fiction 
writer  L.  Ron  Hubbard,  who 
founded  the  religion  in  the  early 
1950s. 

Piece  by  piece,  his  teachings  are 
revealed  to  church  members 
through  a  progression  of  some¬ 
times  secret  courses  that  take 
years  to  complete  and  cost  tens  of 
thousands  of  dollars.  Out  of  a 
membership  estimated  by  the* 
church  to  be  6.5  million,  only  a  tiny, 
fraction  have  climbed  to  the  upper 
reaches.  In  fact,  according  to  a 
Scientology  publication  earlier  this 
year,  fewer  than  900  members 
have  completed  the  church’s  high¬ 
est  course,  nicknamed  ‘Truth  Re¬ 
vealed." 

While  Hubbard’s  “Dianetics:  The 
Modern  Science  of  Mental  Health" 
typically  is  one  of  the  first  books 
read  by  church  members,  its  rela¬ 
tionship  to  Scientology  is  like  that 
of  a  grade  school  to  a  university. 

What  Scientologists  learn  in 
their  courses  is  never  publicly 
discussed  by  the  church,  which  is 
trying  to  shake  its  cultish  image 
and  establish  itself  as  a  mainstream 
religion.  For  to  the  uninitiated, 
Hubbard’s  theology  would  resem¬ 
ble  pure  science  fiction,  complete 
with  galactic  battles,  interplane¬ 
tary  civilizations  and  tyrants  who 
roam  the  universe. 

Here,  based  on  court  records, 
church  documents  and  Hubbard 
lectures  that  span  the  past  four 
decades,  is  a  rare  look  at  portions  of 
Scientology’s  theology  and  the 
cosmological  m usings  of  the  man 
who  wrote  it 

□ 

Central  to  Scientology  is  a  belief 
in  an  immortal  soul,  or  “the- 


tan,”  that  passes  from  one  body  to 
the  next  through  countless  rein¬ 
carnations  spanning  trillions  of 
years. 

Collectively,  thetans  created  the 
universe— all  the  stars  and  planets, 
every  plant  and  animal.  To  func¬ 
tion  within  their  creation,  thetans 
built  bodies  for  themselves  of  wild¬ 
ly  varying  appearances,  the  human 
form  being  just  one. 

But  each  thetan  is  vulnerable  to 
painful  experiences  that  can  dimin¬ 
ish  its  powers  and  create  emotional 
and  physical  problems  in  the  indi¬ 
vidual  it  inhabits.  The  goal  of 
Scientology  is  to  purge  these  expe¬ 
riences  from  the  thetan,  making  it 
again  omnipotent  and  returning 
spiritual  and  bodily  health  to  its 
host. 

The  painful  experiences  are 
called  "engrams."  Hubbard  said 
some  happen  by  accident— from 
ancient  planetary  wars,  for  exam¬ 
ple-while  others  are  intentionally 
inflicted  by  other  thetans  who 
have  gone  bad  and  want  power.  In 
Scientology,  these  engrams  are 
called  "implants." 

According  to  Hubbard,  the  bad 
thetans  through  the  eons  have 
electronically  implanted  other  the¬ 
tans  with  information  intended  to 
confuse  them  and  make  them  for¬ 
get  the  powers  they  inherently 
possess— kind  of  a  brainwashing 
procedure. 

While  Hubbard  was  not  always 
precise  about  the  origins  of  the 
implants,  he  was  very  clear  about 
the  impact 

"Implants,"  Hubbard  said,  "re¬ 
sult  in  all  varieties  of  illness,  apa¬ 
thy,  degradation,  neurosis  and  in¬ 
sanity  and  are  the  principal  cause 
of  these  in  man.” 

□ 

Hubbard  identified  numerous 
implants  that  he  said  have 
occurred  through  the  ages  and  that 
are  addressed  during  Scientology 
courses  aimed  at  neutralizing  their 
harmful  effects. 

Hubbard  maintained,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  that  the  concept  of  a  Christian 
heaven  is  the  product  of  two  im¬ 
plants  dating  back  more  than  43 
trillion  years.  Heaven,  he  said,  is  a 


“false  dream”  and  a  “very  painful 
lie”  intended  to  direct  thetans  to¬ 
ward  a  non-existent  goal  and  con¬ 
vince  them  they  have  only  one  life. 

In  reality,  Hubbard  said,  there  is 
no  heaven  and  there  was  no  Christ. 

"The  [implanted]  symbol  of  a 
crucified  Christ  is  very  apt  indeed, 
Hubbard  said.  “It’s  the  symbol  of  a 
thetan  betrayed.” 

Hubbard  said  that  one  of  the 
worst  implants  happens  after  a 
person  dies.  While  Hubbard’s  story 
of  this  implant  may  seem  outland¬ 
ish  to  some,  he  advanced  it  as  a 
factual  account  of  reincarnation. 

“Of  all  the  nasty,  mean  and 
vicious  implants  that  have  ever 
been  invented,  this  one  is  it,”  he 
declared  during  a  lecture  in  the 
1950s.  “And  it’s  been  going  on  for 
thousands  of  years.” 

Hubbard  said  that  when  a  person 
dies,  his  or  her  thetan  goes  to  a 
“landing  station”  on  Venus,  where 
it  is  programmed  with  lies  about  its 
past  life  and  its  next  life.  The  lies 
include  a  promise  that  it  will  be 
returned  to  Earth  by  being  loving¬ 
ly  shunted  into  the  body  of  a 
newborn  baby. 


Not  so,  said  Hubbard,  who  de¬ 
scribed  the  thetan’s  re-entry  this 
way: 

"What  actually  happens  to  you, 
you’re  simply  capsuled  and 
dumped  in  the  gulf  of  lower  Cali¬ 
fornia.  Splash.  The  hell  with  ya. 
And  you’re  on  your  own,  man.  If 
you  can  get  out  of  that,  and 
through  that,  and  wander  around 
through  the  cities  and  find  some 
girl  who  looks  like  she  is  going  to 
get  married  or  have  a  baby  or 
something  like  that,  you’re  all  set. 
And  if  you  can  find  the  maternity 
ward  to  a  hospital  or  something, 
you’re  OK. 

“And  you  just  eventually  just 
pick  up  a  baby.” 

But  Hubbard  offered  his  follow¬ 
ers  an  easy  way  to  outwit  the 
implant: 'Scientologists  should  sim¬ 
ply  select  a  location  other  than 
Venus  to  go  “when  they  kick  the 
bucket.” 

Another  notorious  implant  led 
Hubbard  to  construct  an  entire 
course  for  Scientologists  who  want 
to  be  rid  of  it. 

Shrouded  in  mystery  and  kept  in 
locked  cabinets  at  select  church 


CHAPTER  ONE 

I  THE  MAKING  OF  L.  RON  HUBBARD 


He  took  a  path  from 
‘pulp  fiction’  to 
‘sacred  scriptures.’ 

Continued  from  A1 

died  on  Jan.  24,  1986,  of  a  stroke  on  his  ranch  outside 
San  Luis  Obispo. 

But  to  Scientologists,  the  man  they  affectionately 
called  “Eon”  had  ascended. 

The  glorification  of  Lu  Ron  Hubbard  that  brisk 
January  night  was  not  surprising.  Over  more  than 
three  decades  he  had  skillfully  transformed  himself 
from  a  writer  of  pulp  fiction  to  a  writer  of  “sacred 
scriptures.”  Along  the  way,  he  made  a  fortune  and 
achieved  his  dream  of  fame. 

“I  have  high  hopes  of  smashing  my  name  into 
history  so  violently  that  it  will  take  a  legendary  form, 
even  if  all  the  books  are  destroyed,”  Hubbard  wrote  to 


the  first  of  his  three  wives  in  1938,  more  than  a  decade 
before  he  created  Scientology. 

“That  goal,”  he  said,  “is  the  real  goal  as  far  as  I  am 

concerned.”  ..  , 

From  the  ground  up,  Hubbard  built  an  international 

empire  that  started  as  a  collection  of  mental  therapy 
centers  and  became  one  of  the  world’s  most  contro¬ 
versial  and  secretive  religions. 

The  intensity,  combativeness  and  salesmanship  that 
distinguish  Scientology  from  other  religions  can  be 
traced  directly  to  Hubbard.  For,  even  in  death,  the 
man  and  his  creation  are  inseparable. 

He  wrote  millions  of  words  in  scores  of  books 
instructing  his  followers  on  everything  from  how  to 
market  Scientology  to  how  to  fend  off  critics.  His 
prolific  and  sometimes  rambling  discourses  constitute 
the  gospel  of  Scientology,  its  structure  and  its  soul. 
Deviations  are  punishable.  ...  '  .  ,  •  , 

Through  his  writings,  Hubbard  fortified  his  clannish 
organization  with  a  powerful  intolerance  of  criticism 
and  a  fierce  will  to  endure  and  prosper.  He  wrote  a 


Code  of  Honor  that  urged  his  followers  to  “never 
desert  a  group  to  which  you  owe  your  support  and 
“never  fear  to  hurt  another  in  a  just  cause. 

He  transmitted  to  his  followers  his  suspicious  view 
of  the  world— one  populated,  he  insisted,  by  madmen 
bent  on  Scientology’s  destruction. 

His  flaring  temper  and  searing  intensity  are  deeply 
branded  into  the  church  and  reflected  in  the  behavior 
of  his  faithful,  who  shout  at  adversaries  and  even  at 
each  other.  As  one  former  high-ranking  member  put 
its  “He  made  swearing  cooL” 

Hubbard's  followers  say  his  teachings  have  helped 
thousands  kick  drugs  and  allowed  countless  others  to 
lead  fuller  lives  through  courses  that  improve  commu¬ 
nication  skills,  build  self-confidence  and  increase  an 
individual’s  ability  to  take  control  of  his  or  her  life. 

He  was,  they  say,  “the  greatest  humanitarian  in 

history." 

But  there  was  another  side  to  this  imaginative  and 
intelligent  man.  And  to  understand  Scientology,  one 
must  begin  with  L.  Ron  Hubbard. 


In  the  late  1940s,  Hubbard  was  broke  and  in  debt.^ 
struggling  writer  of  science  fiction  and  fantasy,  he 
was  forced  to  sell  his  typewriter  for  $28.50  to  get  by. 

T  can  still  see  Ron  three-steps-at-a-time  runn“^> 
up  the  stairs  in  around  1949  in  order J 10  borr^  ^ 
from  me  to  get  out  of  town  because  he  had  a  wife  after 
him  for  alimony,”  recalled  his  former  literary  agent, 

Forrest J.  Ackerman.  - 

At  one  point,  Hubbard  was  reduced  to  begging  the 
Veterans  Administration  to  let  him  keep  a  $5h 
overpayment  of  benefits.  “I  am  nearly  penniless, ^ 
wrote  Hubbard,  a  former  Navy  lieutenant.  =  * 

Hubbard  was  mentally  troubled,  too.  In  late  1947,  he' 
asked  the  Veterans  Administration  to  help  him  get- 
psychiatric  treatment.  ‘  Js 

‘Toward  the  end  of  my  [military]  service,  Hubbard 
wrote  to  the  VA,  “I  avoided  out  of  pride  any  mental  • 
examinations,  hoping  that  time  would  balance  a  mind' 
which  I  had  every  reason  to  suppose  was  seriously 

affected.  Continued  on  next  page 


dontliuied  from  previous  page 
&“f|annot  account  for  nor  rise  above  long  periods  of 
nodrb^eness  and  suicidal  inclinations,  and  have  newly 
cbjn^'  to  realize  that  I  must  first  triumph  above  this 
b£fijge  I  can  hope  to  rehabilitate  myself  at  all.” 

HMiis  most  private  moments,  Hubbard  wrote  bizarre 
ments  to  himself  in  notebooks  that  would  surface 
jecades  later  in  Los  Angeles  Superior  Court. 

*1  men  are  your  slaves,”  he  wrote  in  one. 
bu  can  be  merciless  whenever  your  will  is  crossed 
Jjfou  have  the  right  to  be  merciless,”  he  wrote  in 
ler. 

^lbbard  was  troubled,  restless  and  adrift  in  those 
littl^Jlcnown  years  of  his  life.  But  he  never  lost 
coteidence  in  his  ability  as  a  writer.  He  had  made  a 
’  with  words  in  the  past  and  he  could  do  it  again, 
{ore  the  financial  and  emotional  problems  that 
^  led  him  in  the  1940s,  Hubbard  had  achieved. 
Senate  success  writing  for  a  variety  of  dime-store 
lagazines.  He  specialized  in  shoot-em-up  adven- 
^  Westerns,  mysteries,  war  stories  and  science 

\  output,  if  not  the  writing  itself,  was  spectacular, 
such  pseudonyms  as  Winchester  Remington 
^  id  Rene  LaFayette,  he  sometimes  filled  up 
Entire  issues  virtually  by  himself.  Hubbard's  life  then 
Wcis’like  a'  page  from  one  of  his  adventure  stories.  He 
pabned  for  gold  in  Puerto  Rico  and  charted  waterways 
in  Alaska.  He  was  a  master  sailor  and  glider  pilot,  with 
a  reported  penchant  for  eye-catching  maneuvers. 

Although  Hubbard's  health  and  writing  career 
foundered  after  the  war,  he  remained  a  virtual  factory 
of  ideas.  And  his  biggest  was  about  to  be  born. 


Hubbard  had  long  been  fascinated  with  mental 
phenomena  and  the  mysteries  of  life, 

He  was  an  expert  in  hypnotism.  During  a  1948 
gathering  of  science  fiction  buffs  in  Los  Angeles,  he 
hypnotized  many  of  those  in  attendance,  convincing 
one  young  man  that  he  was  cradling  a  tiny  kangaroo  in 
his  hands. 

Hubbard  sometimes  spoke  of  having  visions. 

His?  former  literary  agent,  Ackerman,  said  Hubbard 
once** told  of  dying  on  an  operating  table.  And  here, 
according  to  Ackerman,  is  what  Hubbard  said  fol¬ 
lowed: 

“He  arose  in  spirit  form  and  looked  at  the  body  he  no 
longer  inhabited.  ...  In  the  distance  he  saw  a  great 
ornate  gate.  .  .  .  The  gate  opened  of  its  own  accord 
and  «he  drifted  through.  There,  spread  out,  was  an 
intellectual  smorgasbord,  the  answers  to  everything 
thatjever  puzzled  the  mind  of  man.  He  was  absorbing 
all  .this  fantabulous  information.  .  .  .  Then  he  felt  like 
a  long  umbilical  cord  pulling  him  back.  And  a  voice 
wag  saying,  ‘No,  not  yet/” 

Hubbard,  according  to  Ackerman,  said  he  returned 
to  and  feverishly  wrote  his  recollections.  He  said 
Hubbard  later  tried  to  sell  the  manuscript  but  failed, 
claiming  that  “whoever  read  it  (a)  went  insane,  or  (b) 
corhwtted  suicide.” 


■pbard's  intense  curiosity  about  the  mind’s  p  ^r 
lea^him  into  a  friendship  in  1946  with  rocket  „el 
sci^ppst  John  Whiteside  Parsons.  Parsons  was  a 
prq^ge  of  British  satanist  Aleister  Crowley  and  leader 
of  ba,,  black  magic  group  modeled  after  Crowley’s 
Infamous  occult  lodge  in  England. 

Hubbard  also  admired  Crowley,  and  in  a  1952  lecture 
described  him  as  “my  very  good  friend.” 

Parsons  and  Hubbard  lived  in  an  aging  mansion  on 
So\]rtK  Orange  Grove  Avenue  in  Pasadena.  The  estate 
was -Home  to  an  odd  mix  of  Bohemian  artists,  writers, 
scientists  and  occultists.  A  small  domed  temple 
supported  by  six  stone  columns  stood  in  the  back  yard. 

Hubbard  met  his  second  wife,  Sara  Northrup,  at  the 
mansion.  Although  she  was  Parsons’  lover  at  the  time, 
Hubbard  was  undeterred.  He  married  Northrup  before 
divorcing  his  first  wife. 

£xmg  before  the  1960s  counterculture,  some  resi¬ 
dents ’of  the  estate  smoked  marijuana  and  embraced  a 
philosophy  of  promiscuous,  ritualistic  sex. 

‘YEhe  neighbors  began  protesting  when  the  rituals 
called  for  a  naked  pregnant  woman  to  jump  nine  times 
through  fire  in  the  yard,”  recalled  science  fiction 
author  L.  Sprague  de  Camp,  who  knew  both  Hubbard 
and  persons. 

Qrowley  biographers  have  written  that  Parsons  and 
Hubbard  practiced  “sex  magic.”  As  the  biographers 
telbat,  a  robed  Hubbard  chanted  incantations  while 
Parsons  and  his  wife-to-be,  Cameron,  engaged  in 
sexual  intercourse  intended  to  produce  a  child  with 
supeqor  intellect  and  powers.  The  ceremony  was  said 
to  span  11  consecutive  nights. 

Hubbard  and  Parsons  finally  had  a  falling  out  over  a 
sailboat  sales  venture  that  ended  in  a  court  dispute 
between  the  two. 

Ini  later  years,  Hubbard  tried  to  distance  himself 
froip?*his  embarrassing  association  with  Parsons,  who 
was  a  founder  of  a  government  rocket  project  at 
California  Institute  of  Technology  that  later  evolved 
.intoiihe  famed  Jet  Propulsion  Laboratory.  Parsons 
dieddn  1952  when  a  chemical  explosion  ripped  through 
his-garage  lab. 

Hubbard  insisted  that  he  had  been  working  under¬ 
cover  for  Naval  Intelligence  to  break  up  black  magic 
in  America  and  to  investigate  links  between  the 
occultists  and  prominent  scientists  at  the  Parsons 
mansion.  Hubbard  said  the  mission  was  so  successful 
that  the  house  was  razed  and  the  black  magic  group 
was  dispersed. 

But  Parsons'  widow,  Cameron,  disputed  Hubbard’s 
account  in  a  brief  interview  with  The  Times.  She  said 
the  two  men  “liked  each  other  very  much”  and  “felt 
they  were  ushering  in  a  force  that  was  going  to  change 
thMgs.” 

m.  □ 

IQnearly  1950,  Hubbard  published  an  intriguing 
Sfiicle  in.  a  25 -cent  magazine  called  Astounding 
Science  Fiction.  In  it,  he  said  that  he  had  uncovered 
th^nource  of  man's  problems. 

The  article  grew  into  a  book,  written  in  one  draft  in 
-jusbiSO  days  and  entitled  “Diane tics:  The  Modern 
Science  of  Mental  Health.”  It  would  become  the  most 
important  book  of  Hubbard’s  life. 

The  book’s  introduction  declared  that  Hubbard  had 
invented  a  new  “mental  science,”  a  feat  -more 
important  perhaps  than  “the  invention  of  the  wheel, 
the  control  of  fire,  the  development  of  mathematics.” 

Hubbard  himself  said  he.  had  uncovered  the  source 
of,  and  the  cure  for,  virtually  every  ailment  known  to 
mam«Dianetics,  he  said,  could  restore  withered  limbs, 
mendubroken  bones,  erase  the  wrinkles  of  age  and 
dramatically  increase  intelligence. 

Ngfe  surprisingly,  the  nation's  mental  health  profes- 


■  pjnnala  were  unimpressed. 

-  Famed  psychoanalyst  Rollo  May  voiced  the  senti- 
*vments  of  many  when  he  wrote  in  the  New  York  Times 
[-  that  "books  like  this  do  harm  by  their  grandiose 
^'promises  to  troubled  persons  and  by  their  oversimpli¬ 
fy  fication  of  human  psychological  problems.” 
i-v !  But  “Dianetics”  was  an  instant  bestseller'when  it  hit 
"the  stands  in  May,  1950,  and  made  Hubbard  an 
:  overnight  celebrity.  Arthur  Ceppos,  who  published  the 
book,  said  Hubbard  spent  his  first  royalties  on  a  luxury 

Lincoln.  . 

Hubbard  had  Upped  the  public’s  growing  fascina¬ 
tion  with  psychotherapy,  then  largely  accessible  only 
to  the  affluent.  Dianetics,  in  fact,  was  popularly 
dubbed  “the  poor  man’s  psychotherapy”  because  it 
•  could  be  practiced  among  friends  for  free. 

K?«:.In  the  book,  Hubbard  claimed  to  have  discovered 
'^the  previously  unknown  “reactive  mind,”  a  depository 
;‘ior  emotionally  or  .physically  painful  events  in  a 
-person's  life.  These  traumatic  experiences,  called 
;  “engrams ,”  cause  a  variety  of  psychosomatic  illnesses, 

[  including  migraine  headaches,  ulcers,  allergies,  arthn- 
1  tis,  poor  vision  and  the  common  cold,  Hubbard  said. 

'  The  goal  of  dianetics,  Hubbard  said,  is  to  purge  these 
painful  experiences  and  create  a  “clear”  individual 
who  is  able  to  realize  his  or  her  full  potential. 

*  CaUpulted  from  obscurity,  Hubbard  decided  in  the 
■•summer  of  1950  to  prove  in  a  big  way  that  his  new . 
•“science”  was  for  real. 

He  appeared  before  a  crowd  of  thousands  at  the 


Shrine  Auditorium  to  unveil  the  “world  s  first  clear,  a 
person  he  said  had  achieved  a  perfect  memory. 
Journalists  from  numerous  newspapers  and  magazines 
were  there  to  document  the  event. 

He  placed  on  display  one  Sonya  Bianca,  a  young 
Boston  physics  major.  But  when  Hubbard  allowed  the 
audience  to  question  her,  she  performed  dismally. 

Someone,  for  example,  told  Hubbard  to  turn  his  back 
while  the  girl  was  asked  to  describe  the  color  of  his  tie. 
There  was  silence.  The  world’s  first  clear  drew  a 

blank.  ,  TT  , ,  , 

“It  was  a  tremendous  embarrassment  for  Hubbard 
and  his  friends  at  the  time,”  recalled  Arthur  Jean  Cox, 
a  science  fiction  buff  who  attended  the  presentation. 

□ 

More  problems  were  on  the  way  for  the  man 
whose  book  promised  miracles  but  whose  own 
life  would  move  from  one  crisis  to  the  next  until  his 
death. 

He  became  embroiled,  for  instance,  in  a  nasty 
divorce  and  child  custody  battle  that  raised  embar¬ 
rassing  questions  about  his  mental  stability. 

His  wife,  Sara  Northrup  Hubbard,  accused  him  of 
subjecting  her  to  “scientific  torture  experiments”  and 
of  suffering  from  “paranoid  schizophrenia”— allega¬ 
tions  that  she  would  later  retract  in  a  signed  statement 
but  that  would  find  their  way  into  government  files 
and  continue  to  haunt  Hubbard. 

She  said  in  her  suit  that  Hubbard  had  deprived  her 
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At  left,  John  Whiteside  Parsons,  who  befriended  L. 
Ron  Hubbard  in  1946.  At  the  time  Parsons  was  the 
head  of  a  Pasadena-based  Satanist  cult.  The  two 
men  later  had  a  falling  out  over  a  failed  business 
venture.  At  right,  Sara  Northrup  Hubbard.  She  and 
Parsons  were  lovers  before  she  began  a  romance 
with  Hubbard,  later  becoming  his  second  wife. 

of  sleep,  beaten  her  and  suggested  that  she  kill  herself, 
“as  divorce  would  hurt  his  reputation.” 

During  the  legal  proceedings,  Sara  placed  in  the 
court  record  a  letter' she  had  received  from  Hubbard's 
first  wife. 

“Ron  is  not  normal,”  it  said.  “I  had  hoped  you  could 
straighten  him  out.  Your  charges  probably  sound 
fantastic  to  the  average  person— but  I’ve  been  through 
it— the  beatings,  threats  on  my  life,  all; the  sadistic 
traits  which  you  charge— 12  years  of  it.”  * 

At  one  point  in  the  marital  dispute  v with  Sara, 
Hubbard  spirited  their  1 -year-old  daughter,  Alexis,  to 
Cuba.  From  there,  he  wrote  to  Sara: 

.  “I  have  been  in  the  Cuban  military  hospital,  and  am 
being  transferred  to  the  United  States  as  a  classified 
scientist  immune  from  interference  of  all  kinds.  .  .  . 
My  right  side  is  paralyzed  and  getting  more  so. 

“I  hope  ray  heart  lasts.  I  may  live  a  long  time  and 
again  I  may  not  But  Dianetics  will  last  ten  thousand 
years— for  the  Army  and  Navy  have  it  now.” 

Hubbard,  who  had  earlier  accused  his  wife  of 
infidelity  and  said  she  suffered  brain  damage,  closed 
his  letter  by  threatening  to  cut  his  infant  daughter 
from  his  wilL 

“Alexis  will  get  a  fortune  unless  she  goes  to  you,  as 
she  then  would  get  nothing,”  he  wrote. 

He  also  wrote  a  letter  to  the  FBI  at  the  height  of  the 
•  Red  Scare  accusing  Sara  of  possibly  being  a  Commu¬ 
nist,  along  with  others  who  he  said  had  infiltrated  his 
dianetics  movement 

The  FBI,  after  interviewing  Hubbard,  dismissed  him 
as  a  “mental  case.” 

In  one  seven-page  missive  to  the  Department  of 
Justice  in  1951,  he  linked  Sara  to  alleged  physical 
assaults  on  him.  He  said  that  on  two  separate  occasions 
he  was  punched  in  his  sleep  by  unidentified  intruders. 
And  then  came  the  third  attack. 


"I  was  in  my  a*“~ tment  on  February  23rd,  about  two 
or  three  o’clock  the  morning  when  the  apartment 
was  entered,  I  was  knocked  out,  had  a  needle  thrust 
into  my  heart  to  give  it  a  jet  of  air  to  produce  'coronary 
thrombosis’  and  was  given  an  electric  shock  with  a  110 
volt  current.  This  is  all  very  blurred  to  me.  I  had  no 
witnesses.  But  only  one  person  had  another  key  to  that 
apartment  and  that  was  Sara.” 

After  months  of  sniping  at  each  other— and  a 
counter  divorce  suit  by  Hubbard  in  which  he  accused 
his  wife  of  “gross  neglect  of  duty  and  extreme 
cruelty”— the  couple  ended  their  stormy  .marriage, 
with  Sara  obtaining  custody  of  the  child.  In  later  years, 
Hubbard  would  deny  fathering  the  girl  and,  as 
threatened,  did  not  leave  her  a  cent. 

□ 

Not  only  was  Hubbard’s  domestic  life  a  shambles  in 
1951,  his  once-thriving  self-help  movement  was 
crumbling  as  public  interest  in  his  theories  waned. 

The  foundations  Hubbard  had  established  to  teach 
dianetics  were  in  financial  ruin  and  his  book  had 
disappeared  from  the  New  York  Times  bestseller  list. 

But  the  resilient  self-promoter  came  up  with 
something  new.  He  called  it  Scientology,  and  his 
metamorphosis  from  pop  therapist  to  religious  leader 
was  under  way.  - 

Scientology  essentially  gave  a  new  .  twist  to  the 
Dianetics  notion  of  painful  experiences  that  lodge  in 
the  “reactive  mind.”  In  Scientology,  Hubbard  held 
that  memories  of  such  experiences  also  collect  in  a 

person’s  soul  and  date  back  to  past  lives. 

.  For  many  of  Hubbard’s  early  followers,  Scientology 
was  not  believable,  and  they  broke  with  him.  But 
others  would  soon  take  their  place,  conferring  upon 
■Hubbard  an  almost  saintly  status. 

But  as  Hubbard’s  renown  and  prosperity  grew  in  the 
1960s,  so,  too,  did  the  questions  surrounding  his 
finances  and  teachings.  He  was  accused  by  various 
governments— including  the  U.S.— of  quackery,  of 
brainwashing,  of  bilking  the  gullible  through  high- 
•  pressure  sales  techniques. 

In  1967,  Hubbard  took  several  hundred  of  his 
followers  to  sea  to  escape  the  spreading  hostility.  But 
they  found  only  temporary  safe  harbor  from  what  they 
believed  had  become  an  international  conspiracy  to 

■  persecute  them.  • 

Their  three  ships— led  by  a  converted  cattle  ferry 
dubbed  the  “Apollo”— were  bounced  from  port  to  port 
in  the  Mediterranean  and  Caribbean  by  governments 
that  wrongly  suspected  the  American  skipper  and  his 
secretive,  clean-cut  crew  of  being  CIA  operatives. 

While  anchored  at  the  Portuguese  island  of  Madeira, 
they  were  stoned  by  townsfolk  carrying' torches  and 
chanting  anti-CIA  slogans. 

“They  [were]  throwing  Molotov  cocktails  onto  the 
boat  but  they  weren’t  lit,”  a  crew  member  recalled. 
“Fortunately,  this  was  not  an  experienced  mob.” 

The  years  at  sea  were  a  watershed  for  .Hubbard  and 
Scientology.  He  instituted  a  Navy-style  command 
structure  that  is  evident  today  in  the  military  dress 
and  snap-to  behavior  of  the  organization’s  staff 
members.  Hubbard  named  himself  the  “Commodore, 
and  subordinates  followed  his  orders  like  Annapolis 
midshipmen. 

As  former  Scientology  ship  officer  Hana  Eltringham 
Whitfield  put  it:  “Scientologists  on  the  whole  thought 
that  Hubbard  was  like  a  god,  that  he  could  command 
the  waves  to  do  what  he  wanted,  that  he  was  totally  in 
control  of  his  life  and  consequences  of  his  actions.” 

Continued  on  next  page 
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UYou  can  be  merciless  whenever  your  will  is  crossed  • 

and  you  have  the  right  to  be  merciless.  '  ' 


— L  Ron  Hubbard,  writing  to  himself  In  a  notebook  that 
wouid  surface  decades  later  In  Los  Angeles  Superior  Court. 


Above,  L  Ron  Hubbard, 
face  toward  camera, 
panning  'or  gold  in  Puerto 
Rico  In  1932.  He  Eved  the 
life  of  an  adventurer  in  his 
earlier  years,  becoming  a 
master  sailor  and  g&der 
pilot  At  right  a  copy  of 
Astounding  Science  Fiction 
Magazine  from  May,  1950. 
Hubbard's  article  in  this 
Issue,  "Dianetics:  A  New 
Science  of  the  Mind,” 
grew  Into  the  book 
that  laid  the 
foundation  for  the 
Church  of  Sclentoicgy. 
Below,  Scientology's 
Saint  Hill  Castle 
In  East  Grinstead, 

England,  on  the 
estate  where 
Hubbard  lived 
In  the  1960s. 
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UHe  realized  his  own  mortality.  He  was  in  agony  for  @ 

months.  He  insisted with  a  broken  arm  and  broken  ribs ,  ' 
that  he  was  going  to  heal  himself  and  it  didn’t  work. 

— Doreen  GHIham,  who  spent  her  teen  years  with  L  Ron  Hubbard,  on  Hubbard’s 
behavior  after  he  crashed  a  motorcycle  In  the  Canary  Islands  In  the  early  1970s. 


MANY  FACES 


i 


Above  from  left,  two  views  of  L.  Ron  Hubbard  in  New  York  in  1 973. 
Below  from  left,  Hubbard  in  skipper  cap  in  an  undated  photo,  as  a 
photographer  In  1974,  and  as  a  film  director  in  the  late  1970s. 


CHAPTER  TWO 

.■CREAT1NGTHE  MYSTIQUE 


Hubbard’s  image  was 
crafted  of  truth, 
distorted  by  myth. 

‘  Ylf. 


To  ‘-his  followers,  L.  Hon 
Hubbard  was  bigger  than 
life/TSut  it  was  an  image 
largely  of  his  own  making. 

•  A  Los  Angeles  Superior  Court 
judge  put  it  bluntly  while  presiding 
over  a  Church’ of  Scientology  law 
’suit  in  }9S4. .Scientology’s  founder, 
he  said,’ was '^virtually  a  pathologi¬ 
cal  liar”  about  his  past. 

Hubbard  was  an  intelligent  and 
.well-read  man,  with  diverse  inter¬ 
ests,  experience  and  expertise.  But 
that  apparently  was  not  enough  to 
satisfy .  bim."  He  transformed  his 
frailties  into  strengths,  his  failures 
Into  successes.  With  a  kernel  of 
truth,  he  concocted  elaborate  sto- 
j-ies  about:  a  life  -he  seemingly 
wished  was  his.. 

:  There  was  his  claim,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  of  .being,  a  nuclear  physicist. 
This  was  an  important  one  because 
he  said  he  had  used  his  knowledge 
of  science  to  develop  Scientology 
and  dianetics. 

‘  Hubbard  was,  in  fact,  enrolled  iii 
one  of  the  nation's  early  classes  in 
molecular  and  atomic  physics  at 
George  Washington  University,  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  where  he  un¬ 
successfully  pursued  a  civil  engi¬ 
neering  degree.  But  he  flunked  the 
.  .  ;  . 

Church  ’  of,  Scientology  officials 
deny  that  Hubbard  claimed  to  be  a 
nuclear  physicist  and  point  to  a 
taped  lecture,  in  which  he  admits 
earning  “the  worst  grades"  in  the 
class.  But.Jthey  fail  to  mention 
contradictory  statements  Hubbard 
made  when  it  suited  his  needs. 

**'  *■’  □ 

Perhaps  Hubbard's  most  fantas¬ 
tic— and  easily  disproved— 
claims  center  on  his  military  ser¬ 
vice. 

:  Hubbard  bragged  that  he  was  a 
top-flight  Naval  officer  in  World 
War  n,  who  commanded  a  squad¬ 
ron  of  fighting  ships,  was  wounded 
in  combat  and  was  highly  decorat¬ 
ed 

But  Navy  and  Veterans  Admin¬ 
istration  records  obtained  through 
the  federal  Freedom  of  Information 
Act  reveal  that  his  military  per¬ 
formance  was,  at  times,  substan¬ 
dard 

The  Navy  documents  variously  . 
describe  him  as  a  “garrulous"  man 
who  “tries  to'give  impressions  of 
his  importance,"  as  being  “not 
temperamentally  fitted  for  inde¬ 
pendent  command"  and  as  “lacking 
in  the  essential  qualities  of  judg¬ 
ment,  leadership  and  cooperation. 
He  acts  wjtKout  forethought  as  to 
.probable  results." 

Hubbard. was  relieved  of  com¬ 
mand  of  two  ships.  Including  the 
.PC  815,  a  submarine  chaser  docked 
along  the  Willamette  River  In 
Oregon.  According  to  Navy  re¬ 
cords,  here  is  what  happened: 

Just  hours  after  motoring  the  PC 
815  into  the-Pacific  for  a  test  cruise, 
Hubbard  said. he  encountered  two 
Japanese  submarines.  He  dropped 
37  depth  charges  during  the  55 
consecutive  hours  he  said  he  moni¬ 
tored  the  subs,  and  summoned 
additional  ships  and  aircraft  into 
the  fight 


He  claimed  to  have  so  severely-,- 
crippled  the  submarines  that  the  • 
only  trace  remaining  of  either  was 
a  thin  carpet  of  oil  on  the  ocean's  *. 
surface.  v  • 

“This  vessel  wishes  no  credit  for  .  ‘ 
itself,"  Hubbard  stated  in  a  report  . 
of  the  Incident  “It  was  built  to 
hunt  submarines.  Its  people  were 
trained  to  hunt  submarines." 

And  no  credit  Hubbard  got 
“An  analysis  of  all  reports  con¬ 
vinces  me  that  there  was  no  sub¬ 
marine  in  the  area,"  wrote  the 
commander  of  the  Northwest  Sea 
Frontier  after  an  investigation. 

Hubbard  next  continued  down 
'  the  coast,  where  he  anchored  off 
the  Coronado  Islands,  just  south  of 
San  Diego.  To  test  his  ship's  guns, 
he  ordered  target  practice  directed 
at  the  uninhabited  Mexican  islands, 
prompting  the  government  of  that 
neutral  country  to  complain  to  U.S. 
officials. 

A  Navy  board  of  inquiry  deter-  , 
mined  that  Hubbard  had  "disre¬ 
garded  orders"  both  by  conducting  * 
gunnery  practice  and  by  anchoring 
in  Mexican  waters. 

A  letter  of  admonition  was 
placed  In  Hubbard's  military  file 
which  stated  “that  more  drastic 
disciplinary  action  .  .  .  would  have., 
been  taken  under  normal  and 
peacetime  conditions.”  ,  * 

□ 

During  his  purportedly  illustri-  . 

ous  military  career,  Hubbard 
claimed  to  have  been  awarded  at 
least  21  medals  and  decorations. 
But  records  state  that  he  actually 
earned  four  during  his  Naval  ser¬ 
vice:  the  American  Defense  Ser¬ 
vice  Medal,  the  American  Cam¬ 
paign  Medal,  the  Asiatic -Pacific 
Campaign  Medal  and  the  World 
War  II  Victory  Medal,  which  was 
given  to  all  wartime  servicemen. 

One  of  the  medals  to  which 
Hubbard  staked  claim  was  the 
Purple  Heart,  bestowed  upon 
wounded  servicemen.  Hubbard 
maintained  that  he  was  "crippled” 
and  “blinded"  In  the  war. 

Early  biographies  issued  by 
Scientology  say  that  he  was  “flown 
home  in  the  late  spring  of  1942  in 
the  secretary  of  the  Navy's  private 
plane  as  the  first  U.S.-returned 
casualty  from  the  Far  East" 

Thomas  Moulton,  second  in  com¬ 
mand  on  PC  815,  said  Hubbard 
once  told  of  being  machine-gunned 
across  the  back  near  the  Dutch 
East  Indies. 

On  another  occasion,  Moulton 
testified  during  the  1984  Scientolo¬ 
gy  lawsuit,  Hubbard  said  his  eyes 
had  been  damaged  by  the  flash  of  a 
large- caliber  gun.  Hubbard  him¬ 
self,  In  a  tape-recorded  lecture, 
said  his  eyes  were  iqjured  when  he 
had  “a  bomb  go  off  in  my  face." 

These  injury  claims  are  signifi¬ 
cant  because  Hubbard  said  he 
cured  himself  through  techniques 
that  would  later  form  the  tenets  of 
Scientology  and  Dianetics. 

Military  records,  however,  re¬ 
veal  that  he  was  never  wounded  or 
injured  in  combat,  and  was  never 
awarded  a  Purple  Heart 
In  seeking  disability  money, 
Hubbard  told  military  doctors  that 


he  had  been  "lamed"  not  by  a 
bullet  but  by  a  chronic  hip  infec¬ 
tion  that  set  in  after  his  transfer 
from  the  warm  tropics  of  the 
Pacific  to  the  icy  winters  of  the 
East  Coast,  where  he  attended  a 
Navy -sponsored  school  of  military 
government. 

Moreover,  his  eye  problems  did 
not  result  from  an  exploding  bomb 
or  the  blinding  flash  of  a  gun. 
Rather,  Hubbard  said  in  military 
records,  he  contracted  conjunctivi¬ 
tis  from  exposure  to  "excessive 
tropical  sunlight" 

The  truth  is  that  Hubbard  spent 
the  last  seven  months  of  his  active 
duty  in  a  military  hospital  in  Oak¬ 
land  for  treatment  of  a  duodenal 
ulcer  he  developed  while  in  the 
service. 

Hubbard  did,  however,  receive  a 
monthly,  40%  disability  check 
from  the  government  through  at 
least  1980. 

□ 

Government  records  also  con¬ 
tradict  Hubbard’s  claim  that 
he  had  fully  regained  his  health  by 
1947  with  the  power  of  his  mind 
and  the  techniques  of  his  future 
religion. 

Late  that  year,  he  wrote  the 
government  about  having  "long 
periods  of  moroseness"  and  "suici¬ 


dal  inclinations."  That  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  letter  in  1948  to  the 
chief  of  naval  operations  in  which 
he  described  himself  as  “an  inval¬ 
id." 

And,  during  a  1951  examination 
by  the  Veterans  Administration,  he 
was  still  complaining  of  eye  prob¬ 
lems  and  a  "boring-like  pain”  in  his 
stomach,  which  he  said  had  given 
him  "continuous  trouble”  for  eight 
years,  especially  when  "under  ner¬ 
vous  stress.” 

Significantly,  that  examination 
occurred  after  the  publication  of 
"Dianetics,”  which  promised  a  cure 
for  the  very  ailments  that  plagued 
the  author  himself  then  and, 
throughout  his  life,  including  aller¬ 
gies,  arthritis,  ulcers  and  heart 
problems. 

In  Hubbard’s  defense,  Scientolo¬ 
gy  officials  accuse  others  of  dis¬ 
torting  and  misrepresenting  his 
military  glories. 

They  say  the  Navy  "covered  up” 
Hubbard's  sinking  of  the  subma¬ 
rines  either  to  avoid  frightening 
the  civilian  population  or  because 
the  commander  who  investigated 
the  incident  had  earlier  denied  the 
existence  of  subs  along  the  West 
Coast. 

Moreover,  church  officials 
charge  that  records  released  by  the 
military  are  not  only  grossly  in¬ 


complete  but  perhaps  were  falsi¬ 
fied  to  conceal  Hubbard’s  secret 
activities  as  an  intelligence  officer. 

To  support  their  point,  a  church 
official  gave  The  Times  an  authen¬ 
tic-looking  Navy  document  that 
purports  to  confirm  some  of  Hub¬ 
bard’s  wartime  claims.  After  exam¬ 
ining  the  document,  though,  a 
spokesman  for  the  Naval  Military 
Personnel  Command  Center  said 
its  contents  are  not  supported  by 
Hubbard’s  personnel  record. 

He  declined  further  comment. 


•A" 

Hubbard’s  biographical  claims 
were  not  confined  to  ^nc 
events  of  his  adult  life.  i :  i ; 

He  claimed,  for  example,  that  as 
a  youth  he  traveled  extensively 
throughout  Asia,  studying  at  .the 
feet  of  holy  men  who  first  kindled 
in  him  a  burning  fascination  with 
the  spirit  of  man. 

"My  basic  ordination  for  reli¬ 
gious  work,”  Hubbard  once  wrote, 
"was  received  from  Mayo  in  ,thc 
Western  Hills  of  China  when  I  was 
Continued  on  next  page 
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U.S.  Navy  and  the  Church  of  Scientology  contain  dtscrepanc^Betow  are  during  his  service.  The  Department  of  the  Navy  says  it  has  no 
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Staking  a  Claim  to 
Blood  Brotherhood 

As  L.  Ron  Hubbard  told  it,  he  was  4  years  old  when  a 
medicine  man  named  “Old  Torn’*  made  him  a  “blood 
brother”  of  the  Blackfeet  Indians  of  Montana,  providing 
the  inspiration  for  the  Scientology  founder’s  first  novel, 
“Buckskin  Brigades.” 

But  one  expert  on  the  tribe  doesn’t  buy  Hubbard’s  account. 
Historian  Hugh  Dempsey  is  associate  director  of  the  Glenbow  ,i 
Museum  in  Calgary,  Canada.  He  has  extensively  researched  the  • 
tribe,  of  which  his  wife  is  a  member. 

He  said  that  blood  brothers  are  “an  old  Hollywood  idea”  and  ■ 
that  the  act  was  “never  done  among  the  Blackfeet.” 

As  for  “Old  Tom,”  Dempsey  has  informed  doubts.  For  one  thing, 
he  said,  the  name  does  not  appear  in  a  1907  Blackfeet  enrollment 
register  containing  the  names  of  hundreds  of  tribal  members. 

For  another,  “It’s  the  kind  of  name,  for  that  period  [1915],  that .  ^ 
would  practically  not  exist  among  the  Blackfeet,”  he  said.  “At  that,* 
time,  Blackfeet  did  not  have  Christian  names.” 

In  1985,  church  leaders  produced  a  document  that  they  say 
proves  Hubbard  was  not  lying. 

Typed  on  Blackfeet  Nation  stationery,  it  states:  “To  . 
commemorate  the  seventieth  anniversary  of  L.  Ron  Hubbard 
becoming  a  blood  brother  of  the  Blackfeet  Nation.  Tree 
Manyfeathers  in  a  ceremony  re-established  L.  Ron  Hubbard  as  a 
blood  .brother  to  the  Blackfeet  Tribe.” 

r  i 

The  document  actually  is  meaningless  because  none  of  the  three;’ 
v  men  who  signed  it  were  authorized  to  take  any  action  on  the 
tribe’s  behalf,  according  to  Blackfeet  Nation  officials. 

The  document  was  created  by  Richard  Mataisz,  a  Scientologist 
~  of  fractional  Indian  descent.  Mataisz  said  in  an  interview  he  tried 
to  prove  that  Hubbard  was  a  Blackfeet  blood  brother  but  came  up 
empty-handed. 

“It’s  not,”  he  said,  “something  you  go  down  to  the  courthouse  ' 
and  look  up.” 

So  Mataisz,  using  the  name  Tree  Manyfeathers,  said  he  held  a 
private  ceremony,  made  Hubbard  his  own  blood  brother  and, 
along  with  two  other  men,  signed  the  commemorative  document. 

“You  should  not  give  it  [the  document]  very  much  credibility,” 
said  John  Yellow  Kidney,  former  vice  president  of  the  tribe’s  . 
executive  committee.  “I  don’t.” 
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;  Continued  from  previous  page 
» made  a  lama  priest  after  a  year  as  a 
!  neophyte.” 

I  Hubbard  did,  in  fact,  tour  China 
•while  his  father  was  stationed  in 
[Guam  with  the  Navy.  However,  a . 
•/diary  of  that  period  makes  no 
]  mention  of  his  spiritual  awakening. 
~  jer,  it  portrays  him  as  an 
^rant  young  Westerner  with 
[understanding  of  an  unfamil- 
Iture  or  race. 

^  described  the  lama  temples 
[he  loured  as  “very  odd  and  hea¬ 
lth  ansh.” 

AJter  visiting  the  Great  Wall  of 
jChyfa,  Hubbard  remarked:  “If  Chi- 
!na  turned  it  into  a  roily  coaster  it 
ycoijld  make  millions  of  dollars  ev- 
fear.”  ' 

^described  the  “yellow  races” 
las  ^simple  and  one-tracked.” 
‘Wipjte  Hubbard:  “The  trouble  with 
•;Chiha  is  there  are  too  many  chinks 
!heije.” 

|  IJubbard  also  claimed  that  he 
[spent  many  of  his  childhood  years 
.[on  Sparge  cattle  ranch  in  Montana, 
iwhj&e  he  grew  up. 

”  “Cong  days  were  spent  riding, 
^breaking  broncos,  hunting  coyote 
and- taking  his  first  steps  as  an 
pxpdorer,”  according  to  a  Hubbard- 
approved  biography  issued  by  the 
;church. 

j  ^ut  Hubbard’s  aunt  laughed 
[When  asked  whether  he  had  been  a 
pint-sized  cowboy, 
ij  “We  didn't  have  a  ranch,”  said 
Margaret  Roberts,  87,  of  Helena, 
Mont.  “Just  several  acres  [with]  a 
barn  on  it  .  .  .  We  had  one  cow 
[and]  four  or  five  horses.” 

i  i 
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’ubbard's  biographical  claims 
.•took  center  stage  during  the 
1984  Superior  Court  lawsuit  in 
whijeh  the  church  accused  a  former 
jneipber  of  stealing  the  Scientology 
’founder's  private  papers.  Ex- mem¬ 
ber  Gerald  Armstrong  said  he  took 
Jhe  documents  as  protection 
^gainst-  possible  church  harass¬ 
ment 

!;  Jjidge  Paul  G.  Breckenridge  Jr. 
found  in  Armstrong's  favor  and,  in 
his  [ruling,  issued  a  harsh  assess¬ 
ment  of  the  church's  revered  lead¬ 
er.] 

“The  evidence  portrays  a  man 
ho  Has  been  virtually  a  patholog- 
.cal^liar  when  it  comes  to  his 
tory,  background  and  achieve¬ 
ments.  .  .” 

,  .  “At  the  same  time,”  Brecken- 
nSge  continued,  “it  appears  that  he 
‘i^5  charismatic  and  highly  capable 
■  f6f  motivating,  organizing,  control- 
"lijte/manipulating  and  inspiring  his 
adherents.” 

j^ltubbard,  the  judge  said,  was  “a 
yeirconiplex  person.” 

•  ‘'The  church  and  Hubbard's  wid¬ 
ow^  Mary  Sue,  have  appealed 
B^eckenridge's  decision,  saying 
*  th^Pit  was  based  on .  “irrelevant, 
distorted  and,  in  many  instances, 
indebted  testimony.”  of  embittered 
fOTher  Scientologists. 

“Any  controversy  about  him 
[Hubbard]  is  like  a  speck  of  dust  on 
Jhis-shoes  compared  to  the  millions 
of  people  who  loved  and  respected 
Ifrim,”  a  Scientology  spokesman 
[said.  “What  he  has  accomplished  in 
the  brief  span  of  one  lifetime  will 
have  impact  on  every  man,  woman 
and  child  for  10,000  years.” 
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UWith  a  running  dog  press  and  slavish  government  agencies 
the  forces  of  evil  have  launched  their  lies  and  sought,  by 
whatever  twisted  means,  to  check  and  destroy  Scientology. 

— L.  Ron  Hubbard  In  1982. 
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At  far  left,  FBI 
agents  guard 
the  front  gate  of 
the  Church  of 
Scientology  in 
Hollywood 
during  search  „ 
for  documents 
and  burglary 
tools  in  a  July. 
1977  raid.  At 
immediate  left. 
Mary  Sue 
Hubbard,  L.  Ron 
Hubbard’s  third 
wife,  after 
sentencing  for 
her  role  in  theft 
of  government 
documents 
about  the 
church. 
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Burglaries  and  Lies  Paved  a  Path  to  Prison 


■  A  web  of  criminal  conspiracy 
to  discredit  the  church’s  foes 
resulted  in  5-year  sentences  for 
1 1  defendants. 

By  ROBERT  W.  WELKOS 
and  JOEL  SAPPELL 

TIMES  STAFF  WRITERS 

t  began  with  the  title  of  *  a  fairy 
tale— Snow  White. 

This  was  the  benign  code  name 
Scientology  founder  L.  Ron  Hubbard 
gave  to  an  ominous  plan  that  would 
envelop  his  church  in  scandal  and  send  it 5 
upper  echelon  to  prison,  a  plan  rooted  in  his 
ever-deepening  fears  and  suspicions. 

Snow  White  began  in  1973  as  an  effort 
by  Scientology  through  Freedom  of  Infor¬ 
mation  proceedings  to  purge  government 
files  of  what  Hubbard  thought  was  false 
information  being  circulated  worldwide  to 
discredit  him  and  the  church.  But  the 
opc*«tuon  soon  mushroomed  into  a  massive 
criminal  conspiracy,  executed  by  the 
church’s  legal  and  investigative  arm,  the 
Guardian  Office. 

Under  the  direction  of  Hubbard’s  wife, 
Mary  Sue,  the  Guardian  Office  hatched  one 
scheme  after  another  to  discredit  and 
unnerve  Scientology’s  foes  across  the 
country.  Guardian  Office  members  were 
trained  to  lie,  or  in  their  words,  “to  outflow 
false  data  effectively.”  They  compiled 
enemy  lists  and  subjected  those  on  the  lists 
to  smear  campaigns  and  dirty  tricks. 

Their  targets  were  in  the  government, 
the  press,  the  medical  profession,  wherev¬ 
er  a  potential  threat  surfaced. 


The  Guardian  Office  saved  the  worst  for 
author  Paulette  Cooper  of  New  York 
City,  whose  scathing  1972  book,  “The 
Scandal  of  Scientology,”  pushed  her  to  the 
top  of  the  church’s  roster  of  enemies. 

Among  other  things,  Cooper  was  framed 
on  criminal  charges  by  Guardian  Office 
members,  who  obtained  stationery  she  had 
touched  and  then  used  it  to  forge  bomb 
threats  to  the  church  in  her  name. 

“You’re  like  the  Nazis  or  the  Arabs— I’ll 
bomb  you,  I'll  kill  you!”  warned  one  of  the 
rambling  letters. 

The  church  reported  the  threat  to  the 
FBI  and  directed  its  agents  to  Cooper, 
whose  fingerprints  matched  those  on  the 
letter.  Cooper  was  indicted  by  a  grand  jury 
not  only  for  the  bomb  threats,  but  for  lying 
under  oath  about  her  innocence. 

Two  years  later,  the  author’s  reputation 
and  psyche  in  tatters,  prosecutors  dis¬ 
missed  the  charges  after  she  had  spent 
nearly  $20,000  in  legal  fees  to  defend 
herself  and  $6,000  on  psychiatric  treat¬ 
ment. 

It  seemed  that  no  plan  against  perceived 
enemies  was  too  ambitious  or  daring. 

In  Washington,  Scientology  spies  pene¬ 
trated  such  high -security  agencies  as  the 
Department  of  Justice  and  the  Internal 
Revenue  Service  to  find  what  they  had  on 
Hubbard  and  the  church. 

In  nighttime  raids,  they  rifled  files  and 
photocopied  mountains  of  documents, 
many  of  which  the  church  had  unsuccess¬ 
fully  sought  under  the  federal  Freedom  of 
Information  Act. 

The  thefts  were  inside  jobs;  the  Guardian 
Office  had  planted  one  agent  in  the  IRS  as 
a  clerk  typist  and  another  in  the  Justice 
Department  as  the  personal  secretary  of  an 


assistant  U.S.  attorney  who  was  handling 
Freedom  of  Information  lawsuits  filed  by 
Scientology. 

So  bold  had  they  become  that  one 
Guardian  Office  operative  slipped  into  an 
IRS  conference  room  and  wired  a  bugging 
device  into  a  wall  socket  before  a  crucial 
meeting  on  Scientology  was  to  be  con¬ 
vened.  The  operative  rigged  the  device  so 
he  could  eavesdrop  over  his  car’s  FM  radio. 

□ 

The  U.S.  was  losing  a  war  it  did  not  even 
know  it  was  fighting.  But  that  was 
about  to  change. 

Two  Scientologists  used  fake  IRS  cre¬ 
dentials  to  gain  access  to  government 
agencies  and  then  photocopied  documents 
related  to  the  church.  Their  conspiracy 
was  exposed  when  one  of  the  suspects, 
after  11  months  on  the  lam,  became 
worried  about  his  plight  and  confessed  to 
authorities,  prompting  the  FBI  to  launch 
one  of  the  biggest  raids  in  its  history. 

Armed  with  power  saws,  crowbars  and 
bolt  cutters,  134  agents  burst  into  three 
Scientology  locations  in  Los  Angeles  and 
Washington. 

They  carted  off  eavesdropping  equip¬ 
ment,  burglar  tools  and  48,000  documents 
detailing  countless  operations  against  “en¬ 
emies”  in  public  and  private  life. 

In  the  end,  Hubbard’s  wife  and  the 
others  were  found  guilty  of  conspiracy  and 
burglary.  The  grand  jury  named  Hubbard 
as  an  unindicted  co-conspirator;  the  seized 
Guardian  Office  files  did  not  directly  link 
him  to  the  crimes  and  he  professed  igno¬ 
rance  of  them. 

In  a  memorandum  urging  stiff  sentences 
for  the  Scientologists,  federal  prosecutors 


wrote: 

“The  crime  committed  by  these  defend¬ 
ants  is  of  a  breadth  and  scope  previously 
unheard  of.  No  building,  office,  desk,  or  file 
was  safe  from  their  snooping  and  prying. 
No  individual  or  organization  was  free 
from  their  despicable  conspiratorial  minds. 
The  tools  of  their  trade  were  miniature 
transmitters,  lock  picks,  secret  codes, 
forged  credentials  and  any  other  device 
they  found  necessary  to  carry  out  their 
conspiratorial  schemes.” 

The  11  defendants  were  ordered  to  serve 
five  years  in  federal  prison.  All  are  now 
free. 

□ 

Church  leaders  today  maintain  that  this 
dark  chapter  in  their  religion’s  history 
was  the  work  of  renegade  members  who, 
yes,  broke  the  law  but  believed  they  were 
justified  because  the  government  for  two 
decades  had  harassed  and  persecuted 
Scientology. 

Boston  attorney  Earle  C.  Cooley,  Scien¬ 
tology’s  national  trial  counsel,  said  the 
present  church  management  does  not  con¬ 
done  the  criminal  activities  of  the  old 
Guardian  Office.  He  said  that  one  of 
Hubbard's  most  important  dictums  was  to 
“maintain  friendly  relations  with  the  envi¬ 
ronment  and  the  public.” 

“The  question  that  I  always  have  in  my 
mind,”  Cooley  said,  “is  for  how  long  a  time 
is  the  church  going  to  have  to  continue  to 
pay  the  price  for  what  the  [Guardian 
Office]  did.  .  .  .  Unfortunately,  the  church 
continues  to  be  confronted  with  it. 

“And  the  ironic  thing  is  that  the  people 
being  confronted  with  it  are  the  people 
who  wiped  it  out.  And  to  the  church,  that’s 
a  very  frustrating  thing.” 


CHAPTER  THREE 

a  LIFE  WITH  L.  RON  HUBBARD 


Aides  indulged  his 
eccentricities  and  egotism. 


Ron  Hubbard  enjoyed 
being  pampered. 

He  surrounded  himself 
•  with  teen-age  followers, 
whom  he  indoctrinated,  treated 
like  servants  and  cherished  as 
though  they  were  his  own  chil¬ 
dren. 

He  called  them  the  “Commo¬ 
dore’s  messengers.” 

" ‘Messenger!’”  he  would  boom 
in  the  morning.  “And  we’d  pull  him 
out  of  bed,”  one  recalled. 

The  youngsters,  whose  parents 
belonged  to  Hubbard’s  Church  of 
Scientology,  would  lay  out  his 
clothes,  run  his  shower  and  help 
him  dress.  He  taught  them  how  to 
sprinkle  powder  in  his  socks  and 
gently  slip  them  on  so  as  not  to  pull 
the  hairs  on  his  legs. 

They  made  sure  the  temperature 
in  his  room  never  varied  from  72 
degrees.  They  boiled  water  at 
night  to  keep  the  humidity  just 
right.  They  would  hand  him  a 
cigarette  and  follow  in  his  footsteps 
with  an  ashtray. 

When  Hubbard’s  bursitis  acted 
up,  a  messenger  would  wrap  his 
shoulders  in  a  lumberjack  shirt  that 


had  been  warmed  on  a  heater. 

Long  gone  were  those  days 
when  Hubbard  was  scratching  out 
a  living.  Now,  in  the  early  1970s,  he 
fancied  silk  pants,  ascots  and  nau¬ 
tical  caps.  It  was  evident  that  the 
red-haired  author  had  enjoyed 
many  a  good  meal. 

It  was  a  high  honor  for  Sciento¬ 
logists  to  serve  beside  Hubbard, 
even  if  it  meant  performing  such 
,  dreary  tasks  as  ironing  his  clothes 
or  ferrying  his  messages.  But,  for 
some,  it  was  also  disconcerting. 
The  privileged  few  who  worked  at 
his  side  saw  personality  flaws  and 
quirks  not  reflected  in  the  staged 
photographs  or  in  Hubbard’s  biog¬ 
raphies. 

They  came  to  know  the  man 
behind  the  mystique. 

They  said  he  could  display  the 
temperament  of  a  spoiled  child  and 
the  eccentricities  of  a  reclusive 
Howard  Hughes. 

When  upset,  Hubbard  was 
known  to  erupt  like  a  volcano, 
spewing  obscenities  and  insults. 

Former  Scientoiogist  Adelle 
Hartwell  once  testified  during  a 
Florida  hearing  on  Scientology 


L.  Ron  Hubbard,  who  loved  the  sea  and  referred  to  himself  as  the 
“Commodore,"  as  he  appeared  on  cover  of  a  Scientology  publication. 


that  she  saw  Hubbard  “throw  fits.” 

“I  actually  saw  him  take  his  hat 
off  one  day  and  stomp  on  it  and  cry 
like  a  baby.” 

□ 

Hubbard  had  been  hotheaded 
since  his  youth,  when  his  red 
hair  earned  him  the  nickname 
“Brick.” 

One  of  Hubbard's  classmates  re¬ 


called  a  day  in  11th  grade  when  the 
husky  Hubbard,  for  .no  apparent 
reason,  got  into  a  fight  with  Gus 
Leger,  the  lanky  assistant  principal 
at  Helena  High  School  in  Helena, 
Mont 

“Old  Gus  was  up  at  the  black¬ 
board,”  recalled  Andrew  Richard¬ 
son.  “He  taught  geometry.  He  was 
laying  out  this  problem  and  .Brick 
let  loose  with  a  piece  of  chalk  and 


.) 


he  missed  him.  Leger  whirled  and 
threw  an  eraser  at  Brick,  who 
ducked,  and  it  hit  a  girl  right 
behind  him  in  the  face." 

Hubbard  wrestled  with  the 
teacher,  then  stuffed  him  into  a 
trash  can,  said  Richardson. 

"We  all  got  to  laughing  and  he 
[Leger]  couldn’t  get  up,"  Richard¬ 
son  said,  chuckling  at  the  memory. 

Richardson  said  that,  while  the 
students  helped  their  teacher, 
Hubbard  stormed  out  and  never 
returned.  He  left  to  be  with  his 
parents  in  the  Far  East,  where  his 
father  was  stationed  with  the  Na- 
vy. 

In  later  life;  one  thing  that  could 


"He  immediately  grabbed  the 
collar  and  put  it  up  to  his  nose,  then 
threw  it  down,"  said  Gillham,  who 
died  recently  in  a  horseriding  acci¬ 
dent.  "He  went  to  the  closet  and 
proceeded  to  sniff  all  the  shirts.  He 
would  tear  them  off  the  hangers 
and  throw  them  down.  We’re  talk¬ 
ing  30  shirts  on  the  floor." 

He  let  out  a  "long  whine,"  Gill- 
ham  said,  and  then  began  scream¬ 
ing  about  the  smell. 

"I  picked  up  a  shirt  off  the  floor, 
smelled  it  and  said.  There  is  no 
soap  on  this  shirt’  I  didn’t  smell 
anything  in  any  of  them.- He 
grudgingly  put  it  on,"  said  Gillham, 
who  added:  "Deep  down  inside,  I’m 


Hubbard  expected  his  children  to  live  up  to  the  family 
name  and  do  nothing  that  would  reflect  badly  on  him 
or  the  church.  And  for  that  reason,  his  son  Quentin 
was  a  problem. 


throw  the  irascible  Hubbard  into  a 
rage  was  the  scent  of  soap  in  his 
clothes.  "I  was  petrified  of  doing 
the  laundry,"  one  former  messen¬ 
ger  said. 

To  protect,  themselves  from  a 
Hubbard  tirade,  the  messengers 
rinsed  his  clothes  in  13  separate 
buckets  of  water. 

Doreen  Gillham,  who  had  spent 
her  teen  years  with  Hubbard,  nev¬ 
er  forgot  what  happened  when  a 
longtime  aide  offered  him  a  freshly 
laundered  shirt  after  he  had  taken 
a  shower. 


telling  myself,  ‘This  guy  is  nuts!’  ’’ 

Gillham  said  that  Hubbard  had 
become  obsessed  not  only  with 
soap  smells  but  with  dust,  which 
aggravated  his  allergies.  He  de¬ 
manded  white-glove  inspections 
but  never  seemed  satisfied  with  the 
results. 

No  matter  how  clean  the  room, 
Gillham  said,  "he  would  insist  that 
it  be  dusted  over  and  over  and  over 
again." 

Gillham,  formerly  one  of  Hub¬ 
bard’s  most  loyal  and  trusted  mes- 

Contiriued  on  next  page 
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[Hubbard]  laid  down  in  his  bed 
and  he  left.  And  that  was  it. 


_ Pat  Broeker,  who  lived  with  L.  Ron  Hubbard  during  his  final  years,  addressing  a  standing-room-only 

crowd  of  Scientologists  at  the  Hollywood  Palladium  two  days  after  Hubbard’s  death  In  1986. 


HUBBARD'S,  SIGNATURE 


WlRon  Hubbard: s  ornate  signature  deteriorated  the  body  that  bound  him  to  the  Vhy^lunwer^eto 
i&Ahe  time  of  his  death,  rne  church  maintains  that  begin  the  next  phase  of  his  spiritual  exploration 

ird,  who  died  or.  January  24.  1986..  discarded  a  planet  a  galaxy  away. 


{TESTAMENT  this 


day  of 


'Cl  ■  xr 


& 
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CHAPTER  FOUR 


!:  it!  r: 

-  Ceatlkued  from  previous  page 
;  mdcaaned  “Jaws.”  Documents  too 
. 10  destroy,  she  added, 
■were  buried  in  the  ground  or  under 
jr  floorboards. 

r  ;  self-imposed  exile,  Hub- 

j-  b4rt}r^pnuhued  to  reign  over 
v  ScenUjJogy  with  almost  paranoid 
secr^jyj 

He  relayed  his  orders  in  writing 
v  cr  on-tgpe  cassettes  to  Pat  Broeker, 
..  who  U#n  passed  them  to  a  ranking 
r.  Scientc^ogist  named  David  Misca- 
vige.-the  man  responsible  for  see- 
i^g  that  church  executives  com- 
plied^.* 

Hubbard’s  communiques  travel¬ 
led  a  circuitous  route  in  the  dark¬ 
ness  ofnight,  changing  hands  from 
•-  Broejcer  to  hliscavige  at  designated 

•  sites  -throughout  Southern  Califor- 
.  nia.  Tormask  the  author's  identity, 

•  the  imissrves  were  signed  with 
.  codes-jLlhat  carried  the  weight  of 
n  Hubbard's  signature. 

Sometimes  Broeker  himself  ap- 
pearedj  from  parts  unknown  to 
-  personally  deliver  Hubbard's  in- 

•  rtruci^jns  to  church  executives. 

>  From  his  secret  seat  of  power  in 
r\  the  self-studded  hill.*  above  San 
Luis^Qhispo,  Hubbard  also  made 
sure  4l£t  he  would  not  be  severed 

•  from, the  riches  of  his  Scientology 
■  empire*  high-level  church  defec¬ 
tors  would  later  tell  government 

•-  investigators. 

.  Th$y.  alleged  that  Hubbard 
.  skiminfd  millions  c I  dollars  from 
church?  coffers  while  he  was  in 
hi ding-r- carrying  on  a  tradition 
that  the  Internal  Revenue  Service 
r  said  he.  began  practically  at  Scien¬ 
tology^  inception  about  30  years 
.  ago.  -Hibbard  and  his  aides  had 
always; denied  the  allegations,  and 
axxusftdjthe  IRS  of  waging  a  cam- ‘ 
.'paignriagainst  the  church  and  its- 
y^foundwi 

*  •>  Hubbard  was  under- 

.  ground,  the  IRS  launched  a  crimi- 
i.nal  probe  oi  his  finances.  But  the 
•r  investigation  would  soon  be  with-- 
■-•out  ^target,  and  ultimately  aban- 
.doneder 

D 

y.:u:  •  u 

By  Sate  1985,  Hubbard's  direc¬ 
tives  to  underlings  had  tapered 
off.  XPage  74.  he  no  longer  resem- 
.  bled  ;uie '  robust  and  natty  man  ' 
whose;  J  dated  photographs  fill 
Scented  ogy’a  promotional  Litera¬ 
ture.  "'Living  m  isolation,  separated 
•  from  his  devoted  followers,  he  had 
r  H  himself  go. 

•  HitDthin  gray  hair,  with  streaks 
.  of  th^ftld  red,  hung  without  sheen 
;»to.  hisrishouiders.  He  had  grown  a 
stringy,- unkempt  beard  and  mus- 
( Isr-hOcirHis  round  face  was  now 
sunkta^and  his  ruddy  complexion 
-  had  Uimed  pasty.  He  was  an  old 
man  and  he  was  nearing  death. 

;  On  or  about  Jan.  17,  1986,  Hub-  * 
bard  suffered  a  “cerebral  vascular 
■  acrid  gAt,*  commonly  known  as  a 
stroke.  Caring  for  brm  was  Gene 
Denkp’a  Scientologist  doctor  and 
Hubbard's  physician  for  eight 
yearsbn  *>, 

•  There  was  liule  Denk  could  do 
•  for  Hubbard  in  those  final  days— 
the  stroke  was  debilitating.  He  was 
.  bedridden  and  his  speech  was  bad-  * 
ly  impaired.  . 

Onedweek  later,  at  8  pun.  on 
FridayjJan.  24,  Hubbard  died. 

, .  Throughout  the- night,  according 
to  neighbor  Robert  Whaley,  heavy 
traffic  inexplicably  moved  in  and 
out  of*  the  ranch.  Whaley,  a  retired 
advertising  executive,  said  that  he 
was  kept  awake  by  headlights 
shining  through  his  windows. 


For  more  than  11  hours,  Hub¬ 
bard’s  body  remained  in  the  motor 
home  where  he  died.  Scientology 
attorney  Earle  Cooley  had  ordered 
that  Hubbard  not  be  touched  until 
he  arrived  by  car  from  Los  Angeles 
>  with  another  Scientology  lawyer. 
The'  next  morning,  Cooley  tele¬ 
phoned  Reis  Chapel,  a  San  Luis 
Obispo  mortuary,  and  arranged  to 
have  the  body  cremated.  With 
Cooley  present.  Hubbard  was 
transported  to  the  mortuary. 

Once  chapel  officials  learned 
who  Hubbard  was,  however,  they 
became  concerned  about  the 
church’s  rush  to  cremate  him. 
They  contacted  the  San  Luis  Obis- 
'po  County  coroner,  who  halted  the 
cremation  until  the  body  could  be 
examined  and  blood  tests  per¬ 
formed. 

When  then-Deputy  Coroner  Don 
Hines  arrived,  Cooley  presented 
him  with  a  certificate  that  Hubbard 
had  signed  just  four  days  before  his 
death.  It  stated  that,  for  religious 
reasons,  he  wanted  no  autopsy. 

Cooley  also  produced  a  will  that 
Hubbard  had  signed  the  day  before 
he  died,  directing  that  his  body  be 
promptly  cremated  and  that  his 
vast  wealth  be  distributed  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  provisions  of  a  confiden¬ 
tial  trust  he  had  established.  His 
once-omate  trademark  signature 
was  little  more  than  a  scrawL 
After  the  blood  tests  and  exami¬ 


nation  revealed  no  foul  play,  coro¬ 
ner  Hines  approved  the  cremation. 
With  Cooley's  consent,  he  also 
photographed  the  body  and  lifted 
fingerprints  as  a  way  to  later 
confirm  that  it  was  the  reclusive 
Hubbard  and  not  a  hoax 
Within  hours,  Hubbard’s  ashes 
were  scattered  at  sea  by  the 
Broekers  and  Miscavige. 


Two  days  after  Hubbard’s  death, 
Pat  Broeker  stood  before  a 
standing-room-only  crowd  of 
Scientologists  at  the  Hollywood 
Palladium.  It  was  his  first  public 
appearance  in  six  years,  and  he  had 
just  broken  the  news  of  Hubbard's 
passing. 

The  cheers  were  deafening. 
Broeker  announced  that  Hub¬ 
bard  had  made  a  conscious  decision 
to  “sever  all  ties”  to  this  world  so 
he  could  continue  his  Scientology 
research  in  spirit  form— testimony 
to  the  power  of  the  man  and  his 
teachings. 

He  “laid  down  in  his  bed  and  he 
left,”  Broeker  said.  "And  that  was 
it.” 

Hubbard  left  behind  an  organi¬ 
zation  that  would  continue  to  func¬ 
tion  as  though  he  were  still  alive. 
His  millions  of  words— the  life¬ 
blood  of  Scientology— have  now 
been  computerized  for  wisdom  and 
instructions  at  the  touch  of  a 
button. 

In  Scientology,  he  was— and  al¬ 
ways  will  be— the  "Source.” 


NEXT:  Part  Two 
Scientology. 


-The  Selling  of 


L.  Ron  Hubbard  in  La  Quinta,  Calif.,  in  the  late  1970s.  The  photo  is 
believed  to  be  the  last  picture  of  Hubbard  in  the  public  domain. 


Los  Angeles  Times 

David  Miscavige,  foreground,  at  a  1986  trial  in  Los  Angeles.  Trial  involved  suit  against  the  church. 


The  Man  in  Control. 


b  A  protege  of  L.  Ron 
Hubbard  now  leads  the 
church,  wielding  power 
with  the  stem  approach 
of  his  mentor. 

By  JOEL  SAPPELL 
and  ROBERT  W.  WELK.OS 

TIMES  STAFF  WRITERS 

The  Church  of  Scientolo¬ 
gy  today  is  run  by  a  “high 
school  dropout  who 
grew  up  at  the  knee  of 
the  late  L.  Ron  Hubbard  and 
wields  power  with  the  iron-fist¬ 
ed  approach  of  his  mentor. 

At  30,  David  Miscavige  is 
chairman  of  the  board  of  an 
organization  that  sits  atop  the' 
'^bureaucratic  labyrinth  known  as 
the  Church  of  Scientology. 

.This  organization— the  Reli- 
•  gious  Technology  Center— owns 
the  trademarks  that  Scientology 
churches  need  to  operate,  in¬ 
cluding  the  words  Scientology 
and  Dianelics.  . 

The  Religious  Technology 
Center  licenses  the  churches  to 
use  the  trademarks  and  can 


Church  spokesmen  say 
Miscavige  is  a  tireless, 
no-nonsense  leader 
who  works  15-hour 
days  and  whose  vision 
is  guiding  the  church’s 
foray  into  mainstream 
society. 


revoke  permission  if  a  church 
fails  to  perform  properly.  There¬ 
in  rests  much,  but  not  all,  of 
Miscavige’s  power. 

He  is  the  man  in  control, 
charting  a  direction  for  the  or¬ 
ganization  that  is  at  once  expan¬ 
sionist  and  combative— in  keep¬ 
ing  with  the  dictates  and 
personality  of  Hubbard,  diis  role 
model.  He  refused  repeated  re¬ 
quests  to  be  interviewed  for  this 
report. 

□ 

Church  spokesmen  say  Misca¬ 
vige  is  a  tireless,  no- 
nonsense  leader  who  works  15- 
hour  days  and  whose  vision  is 
guiding  the  church’3  foray  into 
mainstream  society.  • ' 

“He  has  a  tremendous  ability 
to  cut  through  bull  and  get  to  the 
point, **  said  one  Scientology 
spokesman,  who  has  worked 
closely  with  Miscavige. 

“He’s  an  initiator,’1  said  anoth¬ 
er. 


High-ranking  former  Sciento¬ 
logists  describe  him  as  a  ruthless 
infighter  with  a  volatile  temper. 
They  say  he  speaks  in  a  gritty 
street  parlance,  punctuated  with 
expletives. 

One  recalled  the  time  that 
Miscavige  became  enraged  with 
the  performances  of  Scientology 
staffers  on  a  church  record  al¬ 
bum.  He  propped  its  cover 
against  an  embankment  outside 
his  Riverside  County  office  and 
shot  it  repeatedly  with  a  .45-cal¬ 
iber  pistol,  said  the  associate. 

To  the  public,  the  Rev.  Heber 
Jentzsch,  president  of  the 
Church  of  Scientology  Interna¬ 
tional,  is  portrayed  as  Scientolo¬ 
gy's  top  official.  He  appears 
regularly  at  news  conferences 
and  on  talk  shows,  and  was  one 
of  a  group  of  Scientologists  de¬ 
tained  recently  by  Spanish  offi¬ 
cials  investigating  the  church.  In 
reality,  Jentzsch  appears  to  be 
chiefly  responsible  for  church 
public  relations. 

The  real  power  is  consolidated 
among  a  handful  of  Scientolo¬ 
gists,  led  by  Miscavige,  who 
keep  low  public  profiles. 

□ 

Miscavige’s  climb  to  promi¬ 
nence  is  a  lesson  in  the 
origins  and  nature  of  power  in 
the  church  that  Hubbard  built. 

At  the  age  of  14,  with  the 
blessing  of  his  Scientologist  par¬ 
ents,  Miscavige  joined  a  cadre  of 
trusted  youngsters  called  the 
“Commodore's  messengers.”  In 
the  beginning,  they  merely  ran 
Hubbard’s  errands.  But  as  they 
emerged  from  adolescence, 
Hubbard  broadened  their  influ¬ 
ence  over  even  the  highest-lev¬ 
el  church  executives. 

In  time,  the  messengers  con¬ 
trolled  the  communication  lines 
to  and  from  Hubbard— a  critical 
‘  component  of  power  in  an  or¬ 
ganization  that  revered  him  as 
almost  saintly.  When  messen¬ 
gers  spoke,  they  did  so  with 
Hubbard’s  authority.  Bad- 
mouthing  a  messenger,  Hubbard 
said,  was  tantamount  to  person - 
.  ally  challenging  him. 

When  Hubbard  went  into  hid¬ 
ing  in  1980,  he  left  behind  but  did 
not  forget  Miscavige,  one  of  his 
favorites. 

It  was  Miscavige’s  job  to  en¬ 
sure  that  Hubbard's  orders,  se¬ 
cretly  relayed  to  him,  were  fol¬ 
lowed  by  church  executives.  In 
effect,  Miscavige  became  the 
sole  link  between  church  leaders 
and  Hubbard. 

Miscavige  also  was  put  in 
charge  of  a  profit-making  firm 
called  Author  Services  Inc., 
which  was  established  in  1981  to 
manage  Hubbard's  literary  and 
financial  affairs.  The  job  further 
enhanced  Miscavige’s  reputation 


as  having  Hubbard’s  confidence. 

□ 

Church  defectors  say  Misca¬ 
vige  wasted  no  time  flexing 
his  new  muscles. 

Among  other  things,  he  spear¬ 
headed  a  purge  in  1981  of  upper- 
echelon  Scientology  executives 
accused  of  subverting  Hubbard’s 
teachings  and  plotting  to  seize 
control  of  the  organization. 

He  also  cracked  down  on 
owners  of  Scientology  franchis¬ 
es,  or  missions,  who  pay  the 
church  roughly  10%  of  their 
gross  income. 

At  a  1982  church  conference, 
Miscavige  accused  the  mission 
owners  of  cheating  the  "mother 
church.”  He  and  his  aides  an¬ 
nounced  that  "finance  police” 
would  audit  the  missions  to  en¬ 
sure  that  the  church  was  getting 
its  fair  share  of  money.  And  the 
audits  would  cost  the  jnissions 
$15,000  a  day. 

In  taking  command  of  Scien¬ 
tology  after  Hubbard’s  death, 
Miscavige  survived  a  challenge 
from  two  other* Hubbard  lieu¬ 
tenants  once  thought  to  be  his 
likely  successors— Pat  and  Anne 
Broeker,  who  had  been  in  hiding 
with  Hubbard. 


High-ranking  former 


Scientologists  describe 
him  as  a  ruthless 
infighter  with  a  volatile 
temper.  They  say  he 
speaks  in  a  gritty  street 
parlance,  punctuated 
with  expletives. 


The  power  struggle  was  so 
intense  at  one  point  that  Hub¬ 
bard's  final  Scientology  writings 
became  the  object  of  a  tug  of  war 
between  Miscavige  and  Pat 
Broeker,  according  to  Vicki  A z- 
naran,  a  top  Scientology  execu- 
tive  who  left  the  church  in  1987 
after  a  failing  out  Aznaran  said 
Broeker  threatened  to  use  the 
writings  to  start  his  own  church. 

□ 

Miscavige  today  has 
achieved  exalted  status 
within  the  Scientology  move¬ 
ment 

He  has  personal  aides  who 
walk  his  dog,  shine  his  shoes  and 
run  his  errands,  according  to 
Aznaran.  In  his  rare  public  ap¬ 
pearances,  he  is  surrounded  by 
respectful  subordinates. 

And  like  Hubbard,  who  was 
frequently  referred  to  by  his 
initials,  David  Miscavige  is  called 
D.M. 
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On  the  Offensive  Against 
an  Array  of  Suspected  Foes 

"Sever  treat  a  war  like  a  skirmish.  Treat  ail  skirmishes  like  wars." 

— — t-  8m  Hwb&ftrR 


ByJOELSAPPELL 
2-ad  ROBERT  W.  W  ELK  OS 

TtWES  STAFF  WRITERS 

Tbe  Church  of  Scientology  does 
doc  turn  the  other  cheek. 

iUmsters  mingle  with  private 
detectives.  “Sacred  scriptures'* 
ccxaisel  the  virtues  of  combative¬ 
ness.  Parishioners  double  as  para 


THE  SCIENTOLOGY  STORY 

7W*/:  Attack  the  Attacker 
*  Last  n  a  su-part  senes 


l«ais  for  litigious  church  attor¬ 
neys 

Consider  the  passage  that  a 
prominent  Scientology  minister 
•ejected  from  the  religion’s  scrip¬ 


tures.  authored  by  the  late  L.  Ron 
Hubbard,  lo  inspire  the  faithful 
during  a  gala  church  event. 

“People  attack  Scientology,"  the 
minister  quoted  Hubbard  as  saying. 
“1  never  forget  it;  always  even  the 
score." 

The  crowd  cheered. 

As  far  back  as  1959.  Hubbard 
warned  that  illness  and  even  death 
can  befall  those  seeking  lo  impede 
Scientology,  known  within  the 
church  as  “suppressive  persons." 

"Literally,  it  kills  them."  Hub¬ 
bard  wrote,  "and  if  you  don’t 
believe  me  I  can  show  you  the  long 
death  list" 

He  told  the  story  of  an  electri¬ 
cian  who  bilked  the  organisation. 
“Within  a  few  weekSj"  Hubbard 
said,  “he  contracted  TB." 

Pieaj-e  ***  ATTACK,  A 48 
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ATTACK:  A  Church 
With  a  History  of 
Taking  the  Offensive 


Condnuttl  front  A1 

Scientology  seems  committed 
not  only  to  fighting  back,  but  to 
chilling  potential  opposition.  For 
years,  the  church  has  been  accused 
of  employing  psychological  war¬ 
fare.  dirty  tricks  and  harassment- 
by -lawsuit  to  ailenco  its  adversar¬ 
ies 

The  church  has  spent  millions  to 
Investigate  and  sue  writers,  gov¬ 
ernment  officials,  disaffected  cx* 
members  and  others  loosely  de¬ 
fined  as  “enemies. '* 

Teams  of  private  detectives  have 
been  dispatched  to  the  far  comers 
of  the  world  to  spy  on  critics  and 
rummage  through  their  personal 
lives— and  trash  cans  — for  infor¬ 
mation  to  discredit  them. 

Dunng  one  investigation,  headed 
by  a  former  l.os  Angeles  police 
sergeant,  the  church  paid  tens  of 
thousands  of  dollars  to  reputed 
organized  crime  figures  and  con 
men  for  information  linking  a  lead-  j 
Ing  church  opponent  to  a  crime 
that  it  turned  out  he  did  not  ! 
commit.  ! 

f 

Early  last  year,  an  American 
Bcientologlal  was  arrested  In  Spain 
for  possessing  dossier#  containing 
confidential  Information  on  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Parliament  and  a  Madrid  1 
judge  who  oversaw  a  fraud  and  tax 
evasion  probe  of  the  church.  The 
dossiers  included  personal  bank 


records  and  fainlly  photographs, 
according  to  press  accounts. 

Before  a  British  author's  critical 
biography  of  iluhbard  was  even 
released  two  years  ago  in  Europe, 
the  church  had  him  and  his  pub-  l 
Usher  tied  up  in  a  Ixmdon  court  for 
alleged  copyright  Infringement. 
The  writer  speculated  that  Scien¬ 
tology  sympathizers  had  somehow 
managed  to  obtain  pre-publication 
proofs  of  the  book. 

a 

Scientology  spokesmen  Insist 
that  the  organization  is  doing 
nothing  Illegal  or  unethical,  and  is 
merely  exercising  its  constitutional 
right#  with  vigor. 

They  argue  that  Scientology  has 
been  targeted  by  hostile  govern¬ 
ment  and  private  forces— Including 
the  Internal  Hcvenuc  Service,  the 
FBI,  the  press,  psychiatrist#  and 
unscrupulous  attorney#— that  have 
persecuted  the  church  since  Its 
founding  three  decades  ago. 

—As  a  matter  of  self-preservation, 
lamented  Scientology  attorney 
Earle  C.  Cooley,  the  church  has 
been  forced  to  fight  back  and  then 
ha#  been  unfairly  chastised  for  Its 
aggressiveness. 

.  "When  we  were  attacked  at 
Pearl  Harbor  we  didn't  Just  sit  back 
and  defend  there,"  Cooley  de- 


Private  investigators  unload  equipment  in  Santa  Barbara  in  1984, 
Investigators  conducted  surveillance  of  David  Mayo,  a  former  top 


Su rxUy  T iiw. 

Scientologist  who  formed  a  breakaway  church  called  Advanced  Ability 
Center.  Scientology  says  he  conspired  to  steal  its  secret  teachings. 
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Ex-LAPC  sergeant  Euge 
Ingram  has  tavestigatec 
former  polic^cstieagttg 


I  jam  Amtlft  Tin*«»* 

ft:  and  Officer  Philip  Rodriguez. 
’  critics  worldwide,  assisted  by 
-  -  _  helped  him  on  one  occasion. 


ATTACK:  A  Church 
Ready  to  Fight  Back 


Contlnthtd  frta  A48 
in  Burbank.  w here  he  questioned 
neighbors  of  two  highly  critical 
former  Scientoiogisis.  Fred  and 
Valerie  SUnsfjeki.  The  SUnsfields 
had  established  a  competing  center 
in  their  home  to  provide  Scientolo¬ 
gy  courses. 

One  of  the  neighbors  said  In  a 
declaration  that  Bei  attempted  to 
“slander"’  the  SUxtsfields  with  such 
questions  as=  “Did  you  know  that 
Valerie  lold  sooeone  that  she  had 
pinworms  two  years  ago?** 

Los  Angeles  police  officer  Philip 
Rodriguez  is  another  who  has  as¬ 
sisted  Ingram  in  Scientology  in¬ 
vestigations. 

In  late  1984.  he  provided  Ingram 
with  a  letter  on  piam  stationery 
saying  Ingram  was  authorized  to 
covertly  videotape  a  hostile  former 
member  suspected  by  church  au¬ 
thorities  of  plotting  illegal  acts 
against  the  church. 

Although  the  letter  was  written 
without  officiaJ  police  department 
approval.  Rodriguez's  action  lent 
an  air  of  legitimacy  to  the  Investi¬ 
gation.  In  fact,  when  church  offi¬ 
cials  disclosed  its  results,  they 
described  the  operation  as  "LAPD 
sanctioned’* — a  characterization 
that  Police  Chief  Daryl  F.  Gates 
angrily  disputed. 

Rodriguez  w-»  suspended  for  six 
months  for  ha  rexe  in  the  affair. 

And  when  the  clandestine  vid¬ 
eotapes  were  introduced  in  an 
Oregon  court  to  discredit  testimo¬ 
ny  by  the  farmer  member,  the 
presiding  judge  *zxi-  "I  think  they 
are  devastating  against  the 
church.  ...  It  [the  investigation! 
borders  on  entrapment  more  than 
it  does  on  anything  else." 

Another  former  LAPD  officer. 
Charles  Stapleton,  worked  part 
Ume  for  Ingram  while  teaching  law 
at  Los  Angeles  Cty  College. 

“Gene  is  a  very  thorough  inves¬ 


tigator."  Stapleton  said  in  an  inter¬ 
view.  “He  is  determined  to  do  the 
finest  job  he  possibly  can  and  he 
will  employ  whatever  methods  or 
tactics  are  necessary  to  do  that 
job." 

Stapleton  said  he  "bailed  out” 
after  Ingram  asked  him  to  Up 
telephones. 

’’Who’s  going  to  know?”  he 
quoted  Ingram  as  saying. 

"I  will  know."  Stapleton  said  he 
replied. 

"I  was  told  that  if  I  didn’t  want  to 
do  it,  he  knew  somebody  who 
would."  Supleton  said,  adding  that 
he  did  not  know  whether  any 
telephones  had.  in  fact,  been  moni¬ 
tored. 

Ingram  denied  ever  asking  Sta¬ 
pleton  to  Up  telephones. 

"I've  never  done  It  and  I’ve 
never  asked  anyone  to  do  it.” 
Ingram  said.  ‘‘It’s  just  not  worth  iL 
It's  a  crime.  You’re  going  to  get 
caught,  so  why  do  it?" 

Ingram  also  said  that  he  has  not 
harassed  anyone  during  his  probes. 
He  describes  himself  simply  as 
"aggressive." 

"People  who  claim  that  I  have 
conducted  an  improper  investiga¬ 
tion  against  them  probably  have  »o 
many  things  to  hide."  said  Ingram. 

Church  Lawyer  Cooley  backed 
the  investigator,  saying:  "I  know  of 
no  impropriety  that  has  ever  been 
engaged  in  by  Mr.  Ingram  or  any 
other  (private  investigator|  for  the 
church.  Mr.  Ingram  has  done  noth¬ 
ing  wrong." 

□ 

Last  year.  Ingram  and  his  col¬ 
leagues  surfaced  in  the  small 
town  of  Newkirk.  Okla^  to  investi¬ 
gate  city  officials  and  the  local 
newspaper  publisher.  The  publish¬ 
er  has  been  crusading  against  a 
controversial  Scientology-backed 
drug  treatment  program  called 


Narconon. 

At  the  core  of  the  dispute  is  a 
contention  by  publisher  Bob  Lob-  ! 
singer  that  Narconon  concealed  its 
Scientology  connection  when  It  • 
leased  an  abandoned  school  outside 
town  to  build  the  "world’s  largest" 
drug  rehabiliution  center. 

Lobsinger’s  weekly  newspaper  . 
has  written  about  Scientology’s  j 
troubled  past,  and  published  inter-  1 
nal  documents  on  the  drug  pro-  1 
gram.  In  the  process,  he  has  helped  I 
rally  community  opposition.  | 

Fighting  back.  Scientology  at¬ 
torneys  in  September  mailed  an 
"open  letter"  to  many  of  Newkirk's 
2.500  residents  announcing  thal 
Ingram  had  been  hired  to  investi- 
EJease  see  ATTACK,  A50 
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ATTACK:  Church  Takes  Offensive  j 
Against  an  Array  of  Suspected  Foes ! 


‘When  we  were  attacked 
at  Pearl  Harbor  we 
didn  V  just  sit  back  and 
defend  there.  We  tried  to 
get  out  on  the  offensive 
as  quickly  as 
possible. . . .  To  sit  back 
and  ward  off  the  blows  is 
ridiculous.  ’ 

— Scientology  attorney  Earle  C. 
Cooley,  saying  the  church  has 
been  forced  to  fight  back  and 
then  has  been  unfairly  chastised 
for  its  aggressiveness. 


Continued  from  A49 
gale  Narconon's  adversaries.  The 
teller  said  that  “a  few  local  indi¬ 
viduals  have  sought  to  create  in¬ 
tolerance  by  broadsiding  the 
Churches  of  Scientology  in  stri¬ 
dently  uncomplimentary  terms." 

After  arriving  In  town,  Ingram 
tracked  down  the  mayor's  12- 
ycar-old  son  at  the  local  public 
library,  handed  him  a  business  card 
and  told  the  boy  to  have  his  father 
call.  Lobsinger  said.  “It  was  just  a 
subtle  bit  of  inti mida t>on,"  he  said. 
"It  certainly  did  not  do  the  mother 
much  good.  She  was  very  un¬ 
nerved." 

Lobsinger  said  investigators  also 
camped  out  at  the  local  courthouse, 
where  they  searched  public  re¬ 
cords  for  "dirt"  on  prominent  local 
citizens. 

“They  were  checking  up  on  the 
banker,  the  president  of  the  school 
board,  the  president  of  the  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce  and.  of  course, 
the  mayor  and  his  family,  and  me." 
Lobsinger  said. 

Newkirk  Mayor  Garry  Bilger. 
who  opposed  the  drug  treatment 
program,  said  a  man  he  believes 
was  a  church  member  tried  to  coax 
him  into  disclosing  personal  infor¬ 
mation.  Bilger  said  the  man 
showed  up  without  an  appointment 
and  claimed  that  he  was  helping 
his  daughter  with  a  report  on 
small-town  government  for  a  class 
at  a  nearby  high  scbocL 

"He  wanted  to  interview  me  and 
lake  pictures  around*  the  office  but 
l  didn't  allow  that,-  the  mayor 
recalled.  "Finally.  I  sax!  'Arc  you 
with  Scientology  cr  Narco  non?'  He 
said.  'I  don't  know  about  those 
people.'  But  he  did.  because  he  got 
oulta  there  in  a  hurry." 

Before  the  man  left,  he  gave 
Bilger  the  name  of  ha  daughter. 
The  mayor  then  checked  with  the 
school  system  and  was  told  that  no 
such  girl  was  enrolled. 

They  have  a  standard  pattern," 
Bilger  said  of  the  Saen  to  legists. 
They  try  to  be  very,  aggressive. 
They  try  to  Intimidate.  This  is  not 
the  kind  of  atmosphere  we  *ieed  in 
the  Newt  irk  commurury.  .  .  .Thu 
tells  me  they  are  far  from  being 
harmless." 

Q 

Scientology  critics  contend  that 
one  church  writing,  above  ail 
others,  has  guided  the  organization 
and  Us  operatives  wben  they  fight 
back.  It  u  called  the  Fair  Game 
Law. 


Written  by  Hubbard  In  the  mid- 
1960s,  It  states  that  anyone  who 
impedes  Scientology  Ls  "fair  game" 
and  can  "be  deprived  of  property 
or  Injured  by  any  means  by  any 
Scientologist  without  any  disci¬ 
pline  of  the  Scientologist.  May  be 
tncked.  sued  or  lied  to  or  de¬ 
stroyed." 

Church  spokesmen  maintain  that 
Hubbard  rescinded  the  policy  three 
years  after  It  was  written  because 
its  meaning  had  been  twisted. 
What  Hubbard  actually  meant,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  spokesmen,  was  that 
Scientology  will  not  protect  ex- 
members  from  people  In  the  out¬ 
side  world  who  try  to  trick,  sue  or 
destroy  them. 

But  various  Judges  and  Juries 
have  concluded  that  while  the 
actual  labeling  of  persons  as  "fair 
game"  was  abandoned,  the  harass¬ 
ment  continued  unabated. 

For  example,  a  Los  Angeles  jury 
in  1986  said  that  Scientologists  had 
employed  fair  game  tactics  against 
disaffected  member  Larry  Woiler- 
sheim.  driving  him  to  the  brink  of 
financial  and  mental  collapse.  He 
was  awarded  530  million.  In  July, 
the  state  Court  of  Appeal  reduced 
the  amount  to  52^  million  but 
refused  to  overturn  the  case. 

Wrote  Justice  Earl  Johnson  Jr^ 
"Scientology  leaders  made  the  de¬ 
liberate  decision  to  ruin  Woller- 


sheim  economically  and  possibly 
psychologically.  .  .  .  Such  conduct 
is  too  outrageous  to  be  protected 
under  the  Constitution  and  loo 
unworthy  to  be  privileged  under 
the  law  of  torts," 

In  a  recent  lawsuit,  former 
Scientology  attorney  Joseph  Yan- 
ny  alleged  that  the  church  and  Us 
agents  had  implemented  or  plotted 
a  broad  array  of  fair-game  mea¬ 
sures  against  him  and  other  critics, 
including  Intensive  surveillance 
and  dirty  tricks. 

Earlier  this  year,  a  Los  Angeles 
Superior  Court  Jury  awarded  Yan- 
ny  5154,000  In  legal  fees  that  he  ; 
said  the  church  had  refused  to  pay.  i 

Among  other  things.  Yanny  said 
in  his  lawsuit  that  he  attended  a  , 
1987  meeting  at  which  top  church  > 
officials  and  three  private  detec¬ 
tive*  discussed  blackmailing  Los 
Angeles  attorney  Charles  O’Reilly, 
who  won  the  multimillion-dollar 
jury  award  for  Wollersheim. 

According  to  Yanny,  the  plan 
was  to  steal  O'Reilly's  medical 
records  from  the  Betty  Ford  Clinic 
near  Palm  Springs,  then  exchar ee 
them  for  a  promise  from  O'Renly 
that  he  would  "ease  off"  during  the 
appeal  process. 

Yanny,  who  later  had  a  biller 
break  with  Scientology,  said  he 
objected  and  the  idea  was  dropped. 
The  church  denies  such  a  discus- 
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sion  ever  took  place. 

There  la  not  a  scintilla  of  Inde¬ 
pendent  evidence  that  Yanny’i 
counsel  was  ever  sought  for  any 
illegal  or  fraudulent  purpose/* 
church  attorncya  argued  in  court 
papers. 

Numerous  other  church  detrac¬ 
tors  have  said  in  court  documents 
and  interviews  that  they.  too.  were 
victims  of  fair  game  tactics  even 
after  the  policy  supposedly  was 
abandoned. 

John  G.  Clark,  an  assistant  clini¬ 
cal  professor  of  psychiatry  at  Har¬ 
vard  Medical  School*,  said  he  once 
criticized  the  church  during  testi¬ 
mony  before  the  Vermont  legisla¬ 
ture.  Scientology  '‘agents’*  retali¬ 
ated.  Clark ;  alleged  in  a  1985 
lawsuit,  by -trying  to  destroy  his 
reputation  and  career.  * 

He  said  in  the  lawsuit  that  they 
Hied  groundless  complaints  against 
him  with  government  agencies, 
posed  as  clients  to  Infiltrate  his 
office,  dug  through  his  trash.  Im¬ 
plied  that  he  slept  with  female 
patients  and  offered  a  525,000  re¬ 
ward  for  Information  that  would 
put  him  InJalL 

“My  sin."  Clark  said  in  an  inter¬ 
view.  "was  publicly  saying  this  Is  a 
dangerous  and  harmful  cult.  They 
did  a  good  )ob  of  showing  I’m 
right." 

Scientologists,  for  their  part, 
have  described  Clark,  as  a  “profes¬ 
sional  deprogTammer."  who  in 
court  cases  has  diagnosed  members 
of  religious  sects  as  mentally  ill 
without  conducting  direct  exami¬ 
nations  of  them  They  have  brand- 


'They  have  a  standard 
pattern.  They  try  to  be 
yery  aggressive.  They  try 
to  Intimidate.  This  Is  not 
the  kind  of  atmosphere 
we  need  in  the  Newkirk 
community.  .  .  .  This 
tells  me  they  are  far  from 
beingharmless.’ 

CARRY  BS.GER 
Mayor  of  Newidr*.  OMa. 


ed  his  professional  work  as  fraudu¬ 
lent  and  his  psychiatric  theories  as 
“childish  and  noasenricxL" 

In  the  words  of  ooe  Scientology 
spokesman*  "It's  a  crime  that  he’s 
walking  on  the  street  right  now." 

In  1988.  the  church  paid  Clark  an 
undisclosed  sum  to  drop  his  law¬ 
suit.  In  exchange  for  the  money, 
Clark  agreed  never  again  to  pub¬ 
licly  criticize  Scientoiogy. 


On  the  opposite  coast,  psychia¬ 
trist  Louts  (Jolly)  West,  who  for¬ 
merly  directed  UCLA's  Ncuropsy- 
chlatric  Institute,  said  he  also  has 
felt  the  wrath  of  Scientology. 

West,  an  expert  on  thought  con¬ 
trol  techniques,  said  his  problems 
began  in  1980  after  he  published  a 
psychiatric  textbook  that  called 
Scientology  a  culL 

West  said  Scientology  attempted 
to  gel  him  fired  by  writing  letters 
to  university  officials  suggesting 
that  he  b  a  CIA-backed  fascist  who 
has  advocated  genocide  and  cas¬ 
tration  of  minorities  to  curb  crime.  : 

;  He  said  Scientologists  once  man-  : 
aged  to  get  inside  a  downtown  Los  J 
Angeles  banquet  room  before 
guests  arrived  for  a  dinner  cele¬ 
brating  the  Neuropsychiatric  Insti¬ 
tute's  25th  anniversary.  On  each 
plate.  West  said,  was  placed  "an 
obscenely  vicious  diatribe"  against 
him  and  the  institute— neatly  tied 
with  a  pink  ribbon. 

□ 

So  consumed  are  some  Sciento¬ 
logists  by  their  zeal  to  punish 
foes  that  they  have  violated  the 
confidentiality  of  one  of  the  reli¬ 
gion’s  most  sacred  practices,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  number  of  former 
members. 

These  former  members  accuse  . 
others  In  the  church  of  cuiling 
confessional  folders  for  informa¬ 
tion  that  can  be  used  to  embarrass, 
discredit  or  blackmail  hostile  de¬ 
fectors— a  practice  once  called  "re¬ 
pugnant  and  outrageous"  by  a  Los 
Angeles  Superior  Court  judge. 
Some  of  these  former  members  say  1 
they  themselves  took  part  in  the 
practice. 

The  confidential  folders  contain 
the  parishioners'  most  intimate  se¬ 
crets.  disclosed  during  one-on-one 
counseling  sessions  that  are  sup¬ 
posed  to  help  devotees  unburden 
their  spirits.  The  church  retains 
the  folders  even  after  a  member 
leaves. 

Last  year,  former  church  attor¬ 
ney  Yanny  said  In  a  sworn  declara¬ 
tion  that  he  was  fed  information 
from  confessional  folders  to  help 
him  question  former  members  dur¬ 
ing  pretrial  proceedings.  Yanny 
said  he  complained  but  was  In¬ 
formed  by  two  Scientology  execu¬ 
tives  that  It  was  "standard  prac¬ 
tice." 

Church  executives  have  stead¬ 
fastly  denied  that  the  confidential¬ 
ity  of  the  folders  has  been 
breached.  They  maintain  that  “au- 
ditors"— Sdentologlsts  who  coun¬ 
sel  other  members— must  abide  by 
a  code  of  conduct  In  which  they 
promise  never  to  divulge  *ecreta 
revealed  to  them  "for  punishment 
or  personal  gain." 


"And  that  trust."  the  code  *  tales. 

"Is  sacred  and  never  to  be  be¬ 
trayed." 

O 

Often,  those  who  buck  the  , 
church  say  their  lives  are  . 
suddenly  troubled  by  unexplained  i 
and  tmtraceable  events,  ranging 
from  hang-up  telephone  calls  to 
the  mysterious  deaths  of  pets. 

Loa  Angeles  attorney  Leta 
Schlosser,  for  one,  said  someone 
developed  "an  unusual  interest"  In 
her  car  trunk  while  she  was  part  of 
the  legal  team  In  the  Wollersheim 
suit  against  Scientology.  She  said  It  • 
was  broken  Into  at  least  seven  : 
times. 

She  said  her  co-counsel.  O'Reil-  ; 
ly,  discovered  a  tape  recorder, 
wired  to  his  telephone  line,  hidden 
beneath  some  bushes  outside  his 
home. 

Then  there  is  the  British  author, 
Russell  Miller.  After  his  biography 
of  Hubbard  was  published,  an 
anonymous  caller  to  police  impli¬ 
cated  him  In  the  unsolved  ax-slay- 
Ing  of  a  South  London  private  eye. 

Miller  was  Interrogated  by  two 
detectives,  who  concluded  that  he 
was  innocent.  DeL  Sgt.  Malcolm 
Davidson  of  Scotland  Yard  told  the 
Los  Angeles  Times  that  the  caller 
"caused  us  to  waste  a  lot  of  time 
Investigating"  and  "caused  Mr. 
Miller  some  embarrassment" 

There  Is  no  evidence  that  ties  the 
church  to  any  of  these  Incidents, 
and  Scientology  officials  deny  in¬ 
volvement  in  clandestine  harass¬ 
ment  oc  illegal  activities.  They 
suggest  that  church  foes  may 
themselves  be  responsible  as  part 
of  an  effort  to  discredit  Scientolo¬ 
gy* 

□ 

Today,  the  Scientology  move¬ 
ment  is  engaged  in  a  sweeping 
effort  to  gain  Influence  across  a 
broad  swath  of  society,  from 
schools  to  businesses,  in  hopes  of 
winning  converts  and  creating  a 
hospitable  environment  for  church 
expansion. 

And  Hubbard's  followers  appar¬ 
ently  consider  his  theology  of  com¬ 
bat  an  important  component. 

In  1987,  they  elevated  to  high 
doctrine  a  warning  he  wrote  two 
decades  ago  in  a  Scientology  news-  | 
paper,  addressed  to  “people  who 
seek  to  stop  us." 

“If  you  oppose  Scientology  we 
promptly  look  up— and  will  find 
and  expose— your  crimes,"  he 
wrote.  “If  you  leave  us  alone  we 
will  leave  you  alone.  It's  very 
simple.  Even  a  fool  can  grasp  that. 

“And  don't  underrate  our  ability  | 
to  carry  It  out.  .  .  .  Those  who  try 
to  make  life  difficult  for  us  are  at 
once  at  risk."  » 
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Suits,  Protests  Fuel  a  Campaign  Against  Psychiatry 


■  As  part  of  its  strategy,  the  movement  created  n 
nationwide  uproar  over  the  drug  Ritalin,  used  to  treat 
hyperactive  children. 


At* 

KllU.ift  CXi, 


Church  of  Scientology's  “Freedom"  magazine  regularly  prints 
articles  attacking  the  use  of  the  drug  Ritalin,  which  Is  used  by 
some  psychiatrists  to  control  hyperactivity  In  children. 


PyjOi:t  SAPim 
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In  recent  year*,  a  national 
debate  flared  over  Ritalin.  a 
drug  used  for  more  than  three 
decadei  to  treat  hyperactivity 
in  children. 

Across  the  country,  multlmll- 
hon-dollsr  lawsuits  were  filed  by 
parenti  who  contended  that  their 
children  had  been  harmed  by  the 
drug. 

Major  new*  organizations— In¬ 
cluding  Ths  Ttmea-davoted  «• 
Unalve  coverage  to  whether 
youngsters  were  being  turned  Into 
emotionally  disturbed  addicts  by 
paychiatriata  and  pediatricians  who 
prescribed  Rlulln. 

Protests  were  atafed  at  psychl* 
atrlc  conference*,  with  alrplanea 
trailing  bannera  that  read, 
"Psychs.  Slop  Drugging  Our  Kids," 
and  children  on  the  ground  carry* 
Ing  placards  that  pleaded,  "tvove 
Me,  Don’t  Drug  Me. 

In  1988.  the  clamor  reached  a 
point  where  12  U.S.  congreaamen 
demanded  anawera  from  the  Food 
and  Drug  Administration  and  three 
other  federal  agenciea  about  the 
Mfety  of  Ritalin.  The  FDA  assured 
the  legislator*  Ihtl  the  drug  la 
"safe  and  effective  If  It  la  used  as 
recommended." 

The  Ritalin  controversy  seemed 
to  emerge  out  of  nowhere.  It 
frightened  parents,  put  doctor*  on 
the  defensive  and  suddenly  called 
Into  question  the  Judgment  of 
•ehool  administrator*  who  author¬ 
ise  the  drug’s  use  to  calm  disrup¬ 
tive,  hypcracUve  children. 

The  uproar  over  Rlulln  was 
triggered  almost  tingle -handedly 
by  the  Scientology  movement. 


In  Its  fight  against  Muslin,  Scien¬ 
tology  was  pursuing  s  In  under 
sgends.  For  years,  It  hui  been 
attempting  to  discredit  t he  psychi¬ 
atric  profession,  which  hss  long 
been  critical  of  the  self-help  tech¬ 
nique*  developed  by  the  late  L 
Ron  Hubbard  and  practiced  by  the 
church. 

The  church  has  spelled  out  the 
strategy  In  Its  newspaper,  "Scien¬ 
tology  Today." 

“While  sterling  parents  and 
teachers  to  the  dangers  of  Ritalin," 
the  newspaper  alated,  "the  real 
target  of  the  campaign  Is  the 
psychiatric  profession  Itself.  .  ,  . 
And  as  public  awareness  continues 
to  Increase,  we  will  no  doubt  begin 
lo  see  the  blame  for  all  drug  abuse 
and  related  crime  move  onto  the 
correct  Urgel— psychiatry." 

The  contempt  Scientologists 
hold  for  the  psychiatric  profession 
la  rooted  In  llubbard’a  writings, 
which  constitute  the  church’s  doc¬ 
trines.  He  once  wrote,  for  example, 
that  If  paychiatriata  "had  the  power 
to  loriurt  and  kill  everyone,  they 
would  do  *o.  .  .  .  Recognize  them 
for  what  they  arei  paychollc  crimi¬ 
nals— and  handle  them  according¬ 
ly"  , 

Hubbard’s'  hatred  of  psychiatry 
dated  back  lo  the  1950  publication 
of  hla  beat-selling  book  "Dlanelic*i 
The  Modern  Science  *«f  Mental 
Health."  It  wa*  Immediately  criti¬ 
cized  by  prominent  mental  health 
professionals  aa  a  worthless  form  of 
psychotherapy. 

Hubbard  used  his  church  as  a 
pulpit  to  attack  psychiatrists  as  evil 
people,  bent  on  enslaving  mankind 
through  drugs,  electroshock  thera- 
y  and  lobolomlea.  He  convinced 
Is’ followers  that  psychiatrists 
wer*  also  Intent  on  destroying 
their  religion. 

A  church  apokeanun  said  that 
psychiatrists  are  "busy  attempting 


to  destroy  Sdenlology  because  If 
Scientology  has  Its  voice  heard.  It 
will  most  assuredly  remove  them 
from  the  positions  of  power  thil 
they  occupy  In  our  society." 

O 

Scientologists  call  nilalln  a 
’’chemical  straltjackct"  leading 
to  delinquency,  violence  and  even 
suicide.  They  claim  that  It  is  being 
used  to  Indiscriminately  drug  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  schoolchil¬ 
dren  each  day.  Medical  profession- 
als  say  the  Scientology  claims 
cannot  be  supported  and  are  caus¬ 
ing  undue  panic. 

Known  generlcslly  as  methyl- 
phenldalc  hydrochloride.  Rllilin  Is 
Intended  for  youngsters  afflicted 
with  "attention  deficit  disorder," 
more  commonly  known  a*  hyper¬ 
activity.  It  is  a  central^nervous 


ayitcm  stimulant  that,  paradoxi¬ 
cally,  produces  calmer  behavior  In 
young  people.  The  government 
classifies  It  as  a  controlled  sub¬ 
stance. 

FDA  statistics  •  show  that  be¬ 
tween  600.000  and  700.000  people 
(70%  of  them  children  or  adoles¬ 
cents)  *re  being  (rested  with  Ri¬ 
talin.  Between  1980  and  1987.  the 
latest  period  for  which  statistics 
are  available,  the  FDA  received 
492  complaints  of  senous  problems 
resulting  from  the  drug.  The  agen¬ 
cy  said  this  level  of  complaints 
Indicate*  the  drug  Is  tafe. 

Medical  experts  agree  that  some 
doctors  may  be  too  quick  to  pre¬ 
scribe  Ritalin  as  (he  aole  treatment 
for  problems  that  warrant  a  more 
moderate  or  creative  approach. 
But.  they  add,  the  drug  Itself  Is  not 
to  blame. 


Scientologists  have  waged  their 
war  against  llitalin  and  psychiatry 
through  the  Citizens  Commission 
on  Human  Mights,  a  Los  Angeles- 
baaed  nonprofit  organization 
formed  by  the  church  in  11X19  lo 
Investigate  menial  hc.illh  abuses. 

Its  mrmhrrs  often  wear  shirts 
resiling  “Psychiatry  Kills"  ami 
"PaychbuMcrs."  They  have  re¬ 
cently  broadened  their  campaign 
against  psychiatric  drugs  to  In¬ 
clude  Prozac,  the  nation’s  top  sell¬ 
ing  anti-depressant,  with  1989 
tales  estimated  at  1350  million. 
Throughout  the  world,  the  com¬ 
mission  has  consistently  fought 
against  clcclroshock  therapy  and 
lobotomlcs,  practice*  (hat  Sciento¬ 
logists  believe  arc  barbarous  and 
ahould  be  banned. 

In  the  U.S.,  the  commission  has 
encouraged  parenti  lo  flic  lawsuits 
against  doctor*  who  have  pre¬ 
scribed  Mltalm  to.  their  children 
and  then  has  provided  nationwide 
publicity  for  the  suits. 

□ 

The  commission’s  president  Is 
veteran  Scientologist  Dennis 
Clarke.  Although  he  Is  not  a  doctor, 
Clarke  has  positioned  himself  as 
the  country's  most  quoted  Ritalin 
expert.  In  public  appearances, 
Clarke  cites  s  litany  of  alarming 
statistics,  some  of  which  are  exag¬ 
gerated,  unsubstantiated  or  Impos- 
alble  lo  verify. 

Some  medical  experts  agree  that 
the  use  of  Ritalin  In  the  schools  has 
grown  dramatically  over  the  last 
two  decades,  but  not  lo  the  level 
claimed  by  Clarke. 

For  example,  Clarke  has  main¬ 
tained  that  in  Minneapolis.  20%  of 
children  under  10  attending  mostly 
white  »chools  In  1987  were  on 
Ritalin  and  the  percentage  was 
double  that  In  predominantly  black 
schools. 

"If  they  are  aaying  that  Is  the 
statistic  in  Minneapolis,  they  arc 
lying,"  said  VI  Dlosbcrg.  manager 
of  health  services  In  the  39.000- 
sludcnt  district.  She  said  that  few- 


cr  than  1%  of  students  dntr»rlwii|e 
were  taking  Hit  aim  or  other  drug* 
u*rd  to  ronirol  hyperactivity  dm 
ing  the  yc.tr  in  question. 

Using  it*  statistics,  the  Cilirrn* 
Commission  in  latr  I9H7  lobbied 
the  rungrrssiunnl  Mrpuhliran 
Study  (.’omuuHri*  lo  pinh  CongrcM 
for  an  investigation  of  Mtlahn 

Ms  esmpaign  slirsetrd  the  alien- 
lion  of  Hep.  Csss  Mallenger  (It- 
N.C.),  who  is  on  the  House  Ldura- 
lion  and  Labor  Committee. 

Rallcngrr’s  legislative  director. 
Ashley  McArthur,  said  she  met 
with  the  Citizens  Commission  be¬ 
cause  the  statistics  alxml  llilahn 
abuse  "conght  our  attention."  She 
said  nallcngcr  and  II  congression¬ 
al  colleagues  sent  letters  to  lour 
federal  agencies,  including  the 
FDA,  requesting  reports  on  Mltalm 
usage  and  safety. 

McArthur  said  she  later  learned 
that  Scientologists  were  behind  the 
Citizens  Commission  and  that  some 
of  the  information  they  provided 
did  not  "add  up." 

"Once  wc  knew  their  whole 
organization  was  run  by  Scientolo¬ 
gists,  it  pul  a  whole  different 
perspective  on  It,"  McArthur  said. 
"I  think  they’ll  try  lo  use  any 
group  they  can." 

A  recent  Scientology  publication 
said  the  anti-llitahn  effort  was 
"one  of  (the  commission’s!  major 
campaigns  in  the  1980s." 

"Hundreds  of  newspaper  articles 
and  countless  hours  of  radio  and 
television  shows  on  this  issue  re¬ 
sulted  in  thousands  of  parents 
around  the  world  contacting  |thc 
commission!  lo  learn  more  sl*oul 
the  damage  psychiainsts  arc  cre¬ 
ating  on  today’s  children,"  the 
article  stated. 

"The  campaign  against  Milalm 
brought  wide  acceptance  of  the 
fact  that  (the  commission!  and  i he 
Scientologists  arc  the  ones  effec¬ 
tively  doing  something  about  the 
problems  of  psychiatric  drugging," 
the  publication  added 
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THE  BATTLE  WITH  THE  ‘SQUIRRELS’ 

When  the  Doctrine 
Leaves  the  Church 

The  Church  of  Scientology  hates  “squirrels." 

That  is  the  scornful  word  L.  Ron  Hubbard  used  to  describe 
non-church  members  who  offer  hts  teachings,  sometimes 
at  cut-rate  prices.  Most  are  ex-SoentoIogists  who  say  they 
believe  in  Hubbard's  gospel  but  lefL  the  church  because  its 
hierarchy  was  loo  oppressive. 

“We  call  them  squirrels."  Hubbard  once  wrote,  "because  they 
are  so  nutty."  - 

Hubbard  contended  that  only  church  members  are  qualified  to 
administer  his  self -improvement- type  courses.  Outsiders,  he  said, 
inevitably  misapply  the  teachings,  wreaking  spiritual  harm  on 
their  subjects.  [• 

But  those  who  have  launched  "independent"  Scientology -style 
centers  say  Hubbard  concocted  this  as  an  excuse  to  eliminate 
competition  so  he  could  charge  exorbitant  prices  for  his  courses. 

As  far  back  as  1965.  Hubbard  demonstrated  his  disdain  for 
breakaway  groups,  ordering  his  followers  to  “tear  up"  the 
meetings  of  one  such  organization  and  "harass  these  persons  in 
any  possible  way." 

The  intolerance  still  exists. 

In  1988.  the  California  Asstl  of  Dianetie  Auditors— the  oldest 
Scientology  splinter  group  in  existence— said  it  uncovered  a 
scheme  by  more  than  100  Scienlolcgists  to  secretly  infiltrate  the 
association  and  seize  control  of  its  board  of  directors. 

The  association's  then- vice  president.  Jana  Moreillon.  said  she 
discovered  the  infiltration  after  scanning  some  Scientology 
publications.  There,  she  found  the  names  of  many  of  her  group’s 
newest  members  listed  among  Sdenroiogssts  who  had  just 
completed  church  training. 

Moreillon  said  the  association  eventually  purged  or  denied 
membership  to  1 16  suspected  Srientoiogats. 

In  recent  years,  a  shadowy  group  of  church  members  dubbed 
the  "Minutemen"  crashed  meetings  of  independent  Scientologists. 
They  heckled  speakers,  screamed  obscenities  and  threw  eggs.  Los 
Angeles  police  officers  had  to  be  summoned  by  the  owner  of  a 
Chinatown  restaurant  to  evict  militant  Scientologists  who 
disrupted  a  fund-raising  dinner  held  there  by  breakaway  church 
members. 

The  church  has  denied  any  direct  involvement  in  the  raids.  But 
a  former  top  Scientology  official  said  in  a  recent  court  declaration 
that  the  harassment  campaign  vas  ordered  by  church  executires. 

-  ROBERT  W.  WELX OS  and  JOEL  SAPPELL 


THE  BATTLE  WITH  THE  l.R.S. 

Neither  Side  Blinks 
in  a  Lengthy  Feud 

Among  its  many  adversaries,  the  Church  of  Scientology’s 
longest-running  feud  has  been  with  the  Internal 
Revenue  Service.  So  far.  neither  combatant  has  blinked. 
Over  the  past  three  decades,  the  IRS  has  revoked  the 
tax-exempt  status  of  various  Scientology  organizations,  accusing 
them  of  operating  in  a  commercial  manner  and  of  financially 
benefiting  private  individuals.  From  the  late  1960s  through 
mid-  1970s.  IRS  agents  classified  Scientology  as  a  "tax  resistcr” 
and  "subversive."  a  characterization  later  deemed  improper  by  a 
judge. 

In  138-4.  the  IRS’s  Los  Angeles  office  launched  a  far-ranging 
criminal  investigation  into  allegations  by  high-level  Scientology 
defectors  that  the  movement's  founder.  L.  Ron  Hubbard,  had 
skimmed  millions  of  dollars  from  the  church. 

The  probe  was  dropped  after  Hubbard's  death  In  1986.  A  Justice 
Department  source  told  The  Times  that,  with  the  primary  target 
gone,  the  point  was  moot.  But  church  executives  say  the  IRS  had 
no  case  because  the  allegations  were  untrue. 

Scientology,  for  its  part,  has  brought  numerous  lawsuits  against 
the  IRS.  accusing  the  agency  of  everything  from  harassment  to 
illegally  withholding  public  records.  In  the  1970s.  overzealous 
Scientologists  went  so  far  as  to  bug  an  IRS  office  in  Washington. 
D.C.— a  crime  that  led  to  their  imprisonment 

More  recently,  through  a  group  called  the  National  Coalition  of 
IRS  Whistleblowers.  Scientologists  have  embarrassed  the  very 
branch  within  the  agency  that  initiated  the  criminal  investigation 
of  Hubbard.  .r 

The  coalition,  founded  in  the  mid  -  1980s  by  the  Church  of 
Scientology's  Freedom  magazine,  helped  fuel  a  1989 
congressional  inquiry  into  alleged  wrongdoing  by  the  former  chief 
of  the  IRS’s  Criminal  Investigations  Division  in  Los  Angeles  and 
other  agency  officials. 

Based  on  public  records  and  leaked  IRS  memos,  the  coalition 
disclosed  that  the  former  Los  Angeles  supervisor  and  several 
colleagues  bought  property  from  an  El  Monte  firm  being  audited 
by  the  IRS.  Soon  after,  the  audit  was  dropped  with  a  finding  that 
the  firm  owed  no  money.  The  supervisor  has  denied  acting 
improperly. 

The  whistle-blowers  coalition,  whose  members  also  include  past 
and  present  IRS  employees,  provided  the  information  to  a  House 
subcommittee,  which  was  investigating  the  IRS  al  the  time.  The 
allegations  received  nationwide  exposure  during  later  hearings  by 
the  subcommittee,  prompting  a  promise  from  IRS  Commissioner 
Fred  T.  Goldberg  Jr.to  toughen  ethical  standards  in  the  agency. 

The  coalition's  spokeswoman.  Scientologist  Lisa  Las  ha  way.  alse 
appeared  on  NBC s  “Today"  show  with  a  subcommittee  member, 
where  the  two  criticized  the  conduct  of  the  IRS  uniL 
Although  Scientologists  do  much  of  the  legwork  for  the 
coalition.  Its  president  and  chief  point  man  is  retired  IRS  agent 
Paul  DesFosses.  a  non -Scientologist  who  left  the  IRS  In  1984  after 
a  stormy  relationship  with  the  agency. 

"They've  given  us  a  lot  of  support."  DesFosses  said  of  the 
Scientologists  in  a  recent  interview.  "That's  understandable 
because  people  who  are  under  attack  by  the  IRS  are  suddenly  very 
concerned  with  IRS  abuse." 

Despite  his  close  working  relationship  with  Scientology, 
DesFosses  said  church  members  never  told  him  that  Hubbard  was 
under  criminal  investigation  by  the  IRS  when  they  offered  to 
organize  and  assist  his  whistle-blowers  group. 

"No.  I  wasn't  aware  of  it."  DesFosses  said  when  informed  by 
The  Times.  "I  would  be  very  surprised  to  learn  that." 

-  ROBERT  W.  WELKOS  and  JOEL  SAPPELL 


A  drawing  In  a  Scientology  publication  depicts  former  church 
executive  David  Mayo  as  a  "squirrel"  L  Ron  Hubbard's  scorn¬ 
ful  term  for  those  practicing  Soemoiogy  outside  the  church. 
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A  Lawyer  Learns 
What  It’s  Like  to 
Fight  the  Church 

■  Joseph  Ynnny  represented  Hie  movement  until  a  foiling 
out.  Now  lie  says  lengthy  litigation  and  mysterious 
harassment  indicate  he’s  become  Tuhlic  Enemy  No.  I.' 


Dy  ROBERT  W.  WELKOS 
and  JOEL  SAPPEI.L 

TIMLS  S  r  A »-  F  WKirtKi 

Los  Angeles  altorney  Joseph 
Yanny  was  driving  through 
rural  Ohio  In  the  pre-dawn 
hours  In  1088  when  he  wus 
pulled  over  by  police,  who  had 
received  a  lip  that  he  was  carrying 
a  cache  of  cocaine  and  guns  In  his 
rental  car. 

A  telephone  caller  had  aupplled 
authorities  In  Ohio  with  Yanny’i 
name,  the  car'*  description  and 
license  number,  and  the  route  he 
would  be  traveling  to  his  sister's 
house  after  a  rock  concert  by  one 
of  hla  clients,  the  Grateful  Dead. 

Yanny  was  frisked  and  the  vehi¬ 
cle  was  aearched.  No  drugs  or 
firearms  were  found,  and  he  was 
released. 

Police  later  concluded  that  the 
tipster  had  given  a  false  name, 
leading  them  to  apeculale  that 
Yanny  had  been  set  up  for  harass¬ 
ment. 

And  Yanny,  though  he  can’t 
prove  It,  is  certain  he  knows  by 
whom:  his  former  client,  the 
Church  of  Scientology. 

”1  am,”  he  said  with  some  pride, 
•'probably  Public  Enemy  No.  1  as 
far  as  they  are  concerned.” 

Today,  Yanny  and  Scientology 
are  locked  in  bitter  litigation.  Their 
dispute  Illustrates  how  battles  with 
the  Church  of  Scientology  often 
degenerate  Into  nasty,  costly  wars 
of  retribution  and  endurance. 


Yanny  worked  for  the  church 
from  1983  lo  1987,  earning,  by 
his  estimate,  $1.8  million  In  legal 
fees. 

Ills  chief  Job  was  to  represent 
Scientology  In  a  suit  It  brought 
against  a  former  top  church  execu¬ 
tive  accused  of  conspiring  lo  steal 
the  church’s  accrcl  teachings.  In 
1988,  Yanny  scored  a  major  victory 
for  the  church  during  a  pretrial 
hearing. 

But  then  Yanny  and  Scientology 
had  a  falling  out.  He  says  he 
severed  ties  because  he  disagreed 
with  the  tactics  the  group  uses 
against  Its  critics.  Scientology  aaya 
Yanny  was  dismissed  because  his  - 
performance  waa  ''Inadequate.” 
They  call  him  an  “anti-church 
demagogue.” 

Scientology  lawyers  sued  Yan-- 
ny,  accusing  him  of  switching  alle¬ 
giances  and  of  violating  the  canons 
of  his  profession.  They  say  he  fed 
confidential  church  Information  lo 
former  members  locked  In  legal 
battles  with  Scientology.  He  denies 
the  accusation. 

They  further  accused  him  of 
submitting  “extremely  inflated” 
bills  and  of  working  while  Intoxi¬ 
cated,  an  allegation  that  was  sub¬ 
sequently  dropped. 

Since  the  litigation  began,  Yan¬ 
ny  says,  he  and  his  friends  have 
been  the  target  of  harassment. 

He  says  that  his  Century  City 
law  firm  was  burglarized  foyr 
limes  and  that  Scientology-related 
documents  turned  up  missing;  that 


I.ARnY  DAVIS  /  Ia*  An|tl«  Timr* 

Los  Angeles  Attorney  Joseph  Yanny  and,  at  left,  his  Hermosa  Oeach 
residence.  An  apartment  In  building  at  right  was  rented  by  a  woman 
hired  by  private  Investigators  to  monitor  church  critic  Yanny’s  activi- 


he  has  been  spied  upon  by  a  church 
“plant”  working  as  a  secretary  In 
his  office;  and  lhal  private  Investi¬ 
gators  have  camped  outside  his 
Hermosa  Reach  residence  and 
shadowed  him  when  he  left. 

Jon  J.  Caw,  a  Riverside-area 
private  Investigator  who  has  han¬ 
dled  a  number  of  Scientology-re¬ 
lated  probes  in  recent  years,  said  in 
a  deposition  that  he  used  as  many 
as  "seven  or  eight”  investigators  to 
conduct  surveillance  of  Ynnny  be¬ 
tween  June,  1988  and  March,  1989. 
Two  of  his  operatives  took  up 
residence  on  a  nearby  street,  Caw 
said,  and  tailed  Yanny  whenever 
he  ventured  outside. 

Gaw  said  he  later  learned  that 
private  detectives  for  another 
agency  hired  by  Scientology  law- 
yers  had  been  spying  on  Yanny  at 
the  same  lime.  That  agency  em¬ 


ployed  a  woman  to  live  next  door  lo 
him. 

The  woman,  Michelle  Wash¬ 
burn.  said  in  a  deposition  that  she 
was  hired  by  Al  Dei,  a  former  l/)s 
Angeles  police  officer  who  has 
worked  as  a  private  Investigator  on 
Scicntology-relalcd  cases. 

She  said  Del  instructed  her  to 
take  notes  on  Yanny’s  "comings 
and  goings.”  She  also  sal  by  her 
window  photographing  everyone 
who  visited  him.  She  said  she 
regularly  gave  Dei  the  film  and  her 
notes.  Dei  declined  to  comment. 

In  Dellaire,  Ohio,  police  who 
searched  Yanny’s  rental  car  for 
drugs  and  guns  later  discovered 
that  a  team  of  oul-of-stalc  private 
Investigators  in  four  vehicles  had 
been  tailing  the  attorney. 

Police  Capt.  Robert  Wallace  said 
one  of  the  private  detectives  he 


ties.  Photo  at  right  was  taken  by  private  Investigators  seeking  to  link 
Yanny  to  a  former  Scientologist  and  church  opponent.  Yanny  is  in 
swim  trunks  at  the  far  left,  the  former  Scientologist  Is  next  to  him. 


questioned  initially  tried  to  mislead 
officers,  claiming  Ihe  detectives 
were  there  to  subpoena  someone  In 
a  neighboring  town. 

Wallace  said  Ihe  private  detec¬ 
tive  then  said  he  had  been  hired  to 
follow  Yanny  by  Williams  L  Con¬ 
nelly,  a  prominent  Washington, 
D.C.,  law  firm  that  represents 
Scientology  on  tax  Issues.  An  at¬ 
torney  who  handles  Scientology 
matters  al  the  firm  declined  com¬ 
ment  when  questioned  by  The 
Times  recently.  In  a  published 
report  in  late  1933,  however,  he 
said  he  had  no  knowledge  of  the 
episode. 

□ 

anny,  for  his  part,  is  pursuing  a 
strategy  that  is  reminiscent  of 
the  takc-no-prisoncrs  tactics  of 
the  church. 

lie  and  his  anti -Scientology  al¬ 


lies  have  submitted  sworn  court 
dedarstions  designed  to  discredit 
the  church. 

Earlier  this  year,  a  l/>j  Anjclcs 
Superior  Court  jury  agreed  that 
Yanny  had  not  submitted  Inflated 
bills  to  the  church  and  awarded 
him  $151,000  In  damages.  The 
judge  who  presided  over  the  case  is 
now  weighing  whether  Yanny 
should  be  allowed  to  assist  Individ¬ 
uals  in  litigation  against  his  former 
client,  the  church. 

Yanny  said  he  initially  agreed  to 
he  one  of  Scientology’s  lawyers 
because  he  thought  the  controver¬ 
sial  church  was  being  denied  its 
day  in  court. 

"There  came  a  point  where  I  was 
rudely  awakened  that  Scientology 
wanted  their  day  In  court."  Yanny 
said,  "but  they  wanted  lo  assure 
nobody  else  got  them." 
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HOW  THE  GROWING 
DIANETICS  EMPIRE 
SQUEEZES  MILLIONS  FROM 
BELIEVERS  WORLDWIDE 


•  COVER  STORY 
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prompts  more  telephone  pleas  for  help 
than  does  Scientology.  Says  Cynthia  Kis¬ 
ser,  the  network’s  Chicago-based  executive 
director:  “Scientology  is  quite  likely  the 
most  ruthless,  the  most  classically  terroris¬ 
tic,  the  most  litigious  and  the  most  lucra¬ 
tive  cult  the  country  has  ever  seen.  No  cult 
extracts  more  money  from  its  members.” 
Agrees  Vicki  Aznaran,  who  was  one  of  Sci¬ 
entology’s  six  key  leaders  until  she  bolted 
from  the  church  in  1987:  “This  is  a  criminal 
organization,  day  in  and  day  out.  It 
makes  Jim  and  Tammy  [Bakker]  look  like 
kindergarten.” 

To  ^explore  Scientology’s  reach,  Time 
conducted  more  than  150  interviews  and 
reviewed  hundreds  of  court  records  and  in¬ 
ternal  Scientology  documents.  Church  of¬ 
ficials  refused  to  be  interviewed.  The  inves¬ 
tigation  paints  a  picture  of  a  depraved  yet 
thriving  enterprise.  Most  cults  fail  to 
outlast  their  founder,  but  Scientology  has 
prospered  since  Hubbard’s  death  in  1986. 
In  a  court  filing,  one  of  the 
cult’s  many  entities — the 
Church  of  Spiritual  Technol¬ 
ogy — listed  $503  million  in  in¬ 
come  just  for  1987.  High-level 
defectors  say  the  parent  organi¬ 
zation  has  squirreled  away  an 
estimated  $400  million  in  bank 
accounts  in  Liechtenstein,  ~ 
Switzerland  and  Cyprus.  Scien¬ 
tology  probably  has  about 
50,000  active  members,  far  few¬ 
er  than  the  8  million  the  group 
claims.  But  in  one  sense,  that 
inflated  figure  rings  true:  mil¬ 
lions  of  people  have  been  af¬ 
fected  in  one  way  or  another  by 
Hubbard’s  bizarre  creation. 

Scientology  is  now  run  by 
David  Miscavige,  31,  a  high 
school  dropout  and  second- 
generation  church  member. 

Defectors  describe  him  as  cun-  * 
ning,  ruthless  and  so  paranoid 
about  perceived  enemies  that 
he  kept  plastic  wrap  over  his 
glass  of  water.  His  obsession  is 
to  attain  credibility  for  Scien¬ 
tology  in  the  1990s.  Among 
other  tactics,  the  group: 

►  Retains  public  relations  pow¬ 
erhouse  Hill  and  Knowlton  to 
help  shed  the  church’s  fringe- 
group  image. 

►Joined  such  household  names 
as  Sony  and  Pepsi  as  a  main 
sponsor  of  Ted  Turner’s  Good¬ 
will  Games. 

►  Buys  massive  quantities  of  its 
own  books  from  retail  stores  to 
propel  the  titles  onto  best-sell¬ 
er  lists. 

►  Runs  full-page  ads  in  such 
publications  as  Newsweek  and 
Business  Week  that  call  Scien¬ 
tology  a  “philosophy,”  along 
with  a  plethora  of  TV  ads  tout¬ 
ing  the  group’s  books. 


Hubbard  wrote  one  of  Scientology’s 
sacred  texts,  Dianetics:  The  Modem  Sci¬ 
ence  of  Mental  Health ,  in  1950.  In  it  he 
introduced  a  crude  psychotherapeutic 
technique  he  called  “auditing.”  He  also 
created  a  simplified  lie  detector  (called 
an  E-meter  )  that  was  designed  to  mea¬ 
sure  electrical  changes  in  the  skin  while 
subjects  discussed  intimate  details  of 
their  past.  Hubbard  argued  that  unhappi¬ 
ness  sprang  from  mental  aberrations  (or 
“engrams”)  caused  by  early  traumas. 
Counseling  sessions  with  the  E-meter,  he 
claimed,  could  knock  out  the  engrams, 
cure  blindness  and  even  improve  a  per¬ 
son’s  intelligence  and  appearance. 

Hubbard  kept  adding  steps,  each  more 
costly,  for  his  followers  to  climb.  In  the 
1960s-the  guru  decreed  that  humans  are 
made  of  clusters  of  spirits  (or  “thetans”) 
who  were  banished  to  earth  some  75  mil¬ 
lion  years  ago  by  a  cruel  galactic  ruler 
named  Xenu.  Naturally,  those  thetans  had 
to  be  audited. 

An  Internal  Revenue  Ser¬ 
vice  ruling  in  1967  stripped 
Scientology’s  mother  church  of 
its  tax-exempt  status.  A  federal 
court  ruled  in  1971  that  Hub¬ 
bard’s  medical  claims  were  bo¬ 
gus  and  that  E-meter  auditing 
could  no  longer  be  called  a 
scientific  treatment.  Hubbard 
responded  by  going  fully  reli¬ 
gious,  seeking  First  Amend¬ 
ment  protection  for  Scien¬ 
tology’s  strange  rites.  His  coun¬ 
selors  started  sporting  clerical 
collars.  Chapels  were  built, 
franchises  became  “missions,” 
fees  became  “fixed  donations,” 
and  Hubbard’s  comic-book 
cosmology  became  “sacred 
scriptures.” 

During  the  early  1970s,  the 
ms  conducted  its  own  auditing 
sessions  and  proved  that  Hub¬ 
bard  was  skimming  millions  of 
dollars  from  the  church,  laun- 
dering  the  money  through  dum¬ 
my  corporations  in  Panama  and 
stashing  it  in  Swiss  bank 
accounts.  Moreover,  church 
members  stole  irs  documents, 
filed  false  tax  returns  and  ha¬ 
rassed  the  agency’s  employees. 

By  late  1985,  with  high-level  de¬ 
fectors  accusing  Hubbard  of 
having  stolen  as  much  as  $200 
million  from  the  church,  the  irs 
was  seeking  an  indictment  of 
Hubbard  for  tax  fraud.  Scien¬ 
tology  members  “worked  day 
and  night”  shredding  docu¬ 
ments  the  irs  sought,  according 
to  defector  Aznaran,  who  took 
part  in  the  scheme.  Hubbard, 
who  had  been  in  hiding  for  five 
years,  died  before  the  criminal 
case  could  be  prosecuted. 

Today  the  church  invents 


►  Recruits  wealthy  and  respectable  profes¬ 
sionals  through  a  web  of  consulting  groups 
that  typically  hide  their  ties  to  Scientology. 

The  founder  of  this  enterprise  was  part 
storyteller,  part  flimflam  man.  Born  in  Ne¬ 
braska  in  1911,  Hubbard  served  in  the 
Navy  during  World  War  II  and  soon  after¬ 
ward  complained  to  the  Veterans  Admin¬ 
istration  about  his  “suicidal  inclinations” 
and  his  “seriously  affected”  mind.  Never¬ 
theless,  Hubbard  was  a  moderately  suc¬ 
cessful  writer  of  pulp  science  fiction. 
Years  later,  church  brochures  described 
him  falsely  as  an  “extensively  decorated” 
World  War  II  hero  who  was  crippled  and 
blinded  in  action,  twice  pronounced  dead 
and  miraculously  cured  through  Scientol¬ 
ogy.  Hubbard’s  “doctorate”  from  “Se¬ 
quoia  University”  was  a  fake  mail-order 
degree.  In  a  1984  case  in  which  the  church 
sued  a  Hubbard  biographical  researcher,  a 
California  judge  concluded  that  its 
founder  was  “a  pathological  liar.” 


LOTTICKS  LOST  THEIR  SON,  Noah, 
who  jumped  from  a  Manhattan  hotel 
clutching  $171,  virtually  the  only  money 
he  had  not  yet  turned  over  to 
Scientology.  His  parents  blame  the 
church  and  would  like  to  sue  but  are 
frightened  by  the  organization's 
reputation  for  ruthlessness. 
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\  Personality  lest 

\\  cost*  Free  , 

3^  Time  required:  an  hour  ' 

31^  A  true-false-maybe  test  to 
?fia\  determine  whether  you  need 
i§!a\  Sc]en[oloSf- Everyone  does. 


Communications  -^WV 
Courses  r  f  '4W 

\  Cost:  $250  each  ^ 

l\  Time  required:  a  few  weeks  } 

Wi  Several  courses  entail  repetitive 
Wy  exercises  (sitting  on  a  chair  for 
hours  without  twitching, 
speaking  to  people  without 
Wy  displaying  emotion)  that  help 
pacify  and  indoctrinate  the 
m\  customer. 


Regular  Auditing,  : ;  W \  N 
Grades  0-4  \\\  ( 

\  Cost:  $500  an  hour  %\ 

|\  Time  required:  indefinite  W\ 

«\  At  graduation,  you  should  be  able^ 
to  communicate  effectively,  1 
%\  make  problems  vanish  and  attain' 
%\  freedom  from  the  guilt  of  past 
%\  misdeeds  and  many 
psychosomatic  ills. 


costly  new  services  with  all  the  zeal  of  its 
founder.  Scientology  doctrine  warns  that 
even  adherents  who  are  “cleared”  of  en- 
grams  face  grave  spiritual  dangers  unless 
they  are  pushed  to  higher  and  more  expen¬ 
sive  levels.  According  to  the  church’s  latest 
price  list,  recruits — “raw  meat,”  as  Hub¬ 
bard  called  them — take  auditing  sessions 
that  cost  as  much  as  $1,000  an  hour,  or 
$12,500  for  a  ^l^-hour  “intensive.” 

Psychiatrists  say  these  sessions  can  pro¬ 
duce  a  drugged-like,  mind-controlled  eu¬ 
phoria  that  keeps  customers  coming  back 
for  more.  To  pay  their  fees,  newcomers  can 
earn  commissions  by  recruiting  new  mem¬ 
bers,  become  auditors  themselves  (Misca- 
vige  did  so  at  age  12),  or  join  the  church 
staff  and  receive  free  counseling  in  ex¬ 
change  for  what  their  written  contracts  de¬ 
scribe  as  a  “billion  years”  of  labor.  “Make 
sure  that  lots  of  bodies  move  through  the 
shop,”  implored  Hubbard  in  one  of  his  bul¬ 
letins  to  officials.  “Make  money.  Make 
more  money.  Make  others  produce  so  as  to 
make  money  . .  .  However  you  get  them  in 
or  why,  just  do  it.” 

Harriet  Baker  learned  the  hard  way 
about  Scientology’s  business  of  selling  re¬ 
ligion.  When  Baker,  73,  lost  her  husband 
to  cancer,  a  Scientologist  turned  up  at 
her  Los  Angeles  home  peddling  a  $1300 
auditing  package  to  cure  her  grief.  Some 
$15,000  later,  the  Scientologists  discov¬ 
ered  that  her  house  was  debt  free.  They 
arranged  a  $45,000  mortgage,  which  they 
pressured  her  to  tap  for  more  auditing 
until  Baker’s  children  helped  their  moth¬ 
er  snap  out  of  her  daze.  Last  June,  Baker 
demanded  a  $27,000  refund  for  unused 
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services,  prompting  two  cult  members  to 
show  up  at  her  door  unannounced  with 
an  E-meter  to  interrogate  her.  Baker 
never  got  the  money  and,  financially 
strapped,  was  forced  to  sell  her  house  in 
September. 

Before  Noah  Lottick  killed  himself,  he 
had  paid  more  than  $5,000  for  church 
counseling.  His  behavior  had  also  become 
strange.  He  once  remarked  to  his  parents 
that  his  Scientology  mentors  could  actually 
read  minds.  When  his  father  suffered  a  ma¬ 
jor  heart  attack,  Noah  insisted  that  it  was 
purely  psychosomatic.  Five  days  before  he 
jumped,  Noah  burst  into  his  parents’  home 
and  demanded  to  know  why  they  were 
spreading  “false  rumors”  about  him — a 
delusion  that  finally  prompted  his  father  to 
call  a  psychiatrist. 

It  was  too  late.  “From  Noah’s  friends 
at  Dianetics”  read  the  card  that  accom¬ 
panied  a  bouquet  of  flowers  at  Lottick’s 
funeral.  Yet  no  Scientology  staff  mem¬ 
bers  bothered  to  show  up.  A  week  earli¬ 
er,  local  church  officials  had  given  Lot- 
tick’s  parents  a  red-carpet  tour  of  their 
center.  A  cult  leader  told  Noah’s  parents 
that  their  son  had  been  at  the  church  just 
hours  before  he  disappeared — but  the 
church  denied  this  story  as  soon  as  the 
body  was  identified.  True  to  form,  the 
cult  even  haggled  with  the  Lotticks  over 
$3,000  their  son  had  paid  for  services  he 
never  used,  insisting  that  Noah  had  in¬ 
tended  it  as  a  “donation.” 

The  church  has  invented  hundreds  of 
goods  and  services  for  which  members  are 
urged  to  give  “donations.”  Are  you  having 
trouble  “moving  swiftly  up  the  Bridge” — 
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that  is,  advancing  up  the  stepladder  of  en¬ 
lightenment?  Then  you  can  have  your  case 
reviewed  for  a  mere  $1,250  “donation.” 
Want  to  know  “why  a  thetan  hangs  on  to 
the  physical  universe?”  Try  52  of  Hub¬ 
bard’s  tape-recorded  speeches  from  1952, 
titled  “Ron’s  Philadelphia  Doctorate 
Course  Lectures,”  for  $2,525.  Next:  nine 
other  series  of  the  same  sort.  For  the  col¬ 
lector,  gold-and-leather-bound  editions  of 
22  of  Hubbard’s  books  (and  bookends)  on 
subjects  ranging  from  Scientology  ethics  to 
radiation  can  be  had  for  just  $1,900. 

To  gain  influence  and  lure  richer,  more 
sophisticated  followers,  Scientology  has 
lately  resorted  to  a  wide  array  of  front 
groups  and  financial  scams.  Among  them: 

CONSULTING.  Sterling  Management  Sys¬ 
tems,  formed  in  1983,  has  been  ranked  in 
recent  years  by  Inc.  magazine  as  one  of 
America’s  fastest-growing  private  compa¬ 
nies  (estimated  1988  revenues:  $20  mil¬ 
lion).  Sterling  regularly  mails  a  free  news¬ 
letter  to  more  than  300,000  health-care 
professionals,  mostly  dentists,  promising 
to  increase  their  incomes  dramatically.  The 
firm  offers  seminars  and  courses  that  typi¬ 
cally  cost  $10,000.  But  Sterling’s  true  aim  is 
to  hook  customers  for  Scientology.  “The 
church  has  a  rotten  product,  so  they  pack¬ 
age  it  as  something  else,”  says  Peter  Geor- 
giades,  a  Pittsburgh  attorney  who  repre¬ 
sents  Sterling  victims.  “It’s  a  kind  of  bait 
and  switch.”  Sterling’s  founder,  dentist 
Gregory  Hughes,  is  now  under  investiga¬ 
tion  by  California’s  Board  of  Dental  Exam¬ 
iners  for  incompetence.  Nine  lawsuits  are 
pending  against  him  for  malpractice  (seven 


THE  BRIDGE  TO 
ENLIGHTENMENT  t 

"Flowing  up  the 
Bridge”  from 
Personality  Test  to 
O.T.  8  will  cost  the 
average  person  an 
estimated 
$200,000  to 
$400,000.  The 
steps  shown  are 
only  a  sample  of 
the  many  courses 
and  treatments 
available.  Also 
offered:  expensive 
books,  tapes. 
E-meters  (for 
auditing  members), 
alarm  clocks,  polo 
shirts,  tote  bags, 
stained-glass 
windows  and 
ceramic  mugs, 
among  many  other 
items. 


New  Era  Dianetics 

Cost:  $500  an  hour 

Time  required:  indefinite 


Auditing  your  life  (and  prior  lives) 
to  locate  evil  intentions  and 
traumatic  experiences  that  left 
you  with  psychosomatic  ills. 

At  graduation,  you  have 
attained  the  state  of 
“clear.” 


CURRENT 
El 

Obsessed  with  security,  church 
boss  David  Miscavige  reportedly 
likes  to  shoot  photos  of  perceived 
enemies  with  a  .45  automatic. 
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L.  RON  HUBBARD  SPEAKS 

••In  all  the  broad  universe,  there  is  no  other  hope 
for  man  than  ourselves.  This  is  a 
„  tremendous  responsibility.  I  have 

The  law  borne  it  too  long  alone, 

can  be  used  veiy  You  share  it  with  me 

easily  to  harass,  and  now .» 

enough  harassment  on  somebody 
who  is  simply  on  the  thin  edge  anyway  ... 
will  generally  be  sufficient  to  cause  his  professional 
decrease.  If  possible,  of  course,  ruin  him  utterly.** 


WHAT 

THEY 

THINK 


**lt  [Scientology]  just  contains  the 
secrets  of  the  universe.  That  may  be 
hard  for  people  to  handle  sometimes, 
hearing  that.** 
-John  Travolta 


**Itfs  not  hocus- 
pocus  ...  If  you 
can  erase 
engrams,  then  you 
can  get  better.** 
-Kirstie  Alley 


M Don’t  ever  tamely  submit  to  an 
investigation  of  us.  Make  it  rough, 
rough  on  attackers  all  the  way.** 


••All  men  are 
your  slaves.’* 


i 


I 
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others  have  been  settled),  mostly  for  or¬ 
thodontic  work  on  children. 

Many  dentists  who  have  unwittingly 
been  drawn  into  the  cult  are  filing  or 
threatening  lawsuits  as  well.  Dentist  Rob¬ 
ert  Geary  of  Medina,  Ohio,  who  entered  a 
Sterling  seminar  in  1988,  endured  ‘‘the 
most  extreme  high-pressure  sales  tactics  I 
have  ever  faced.”  Sterling  officials  told 
Geary,  45,  that  their  firm  was  not  linked  to 
Scientology,  he  says.  But  Geary  claims 
they  eventually  convinced  him  that  he  and 
his  wife  Dorothy  had  personal  problems 
that  required  auditing.  Over  five  months, 
the  Gearys  say,  they  spent  $130,000  for 
services,  plus  $50,000  for 
“gold-embossed,  investment- 
grade”  books  signed  by  Hub¬ 
bard.  Geary  contends  that 
Scientologists  not  only  called 
his  bank  to  increase  his  credit- 
card  limit  but  also  forged  his 
signature  on  a  $20,000  loan 
application.  “It  was  insane,” 
he  recalls.  “I  couldn’t  even 
get  an  accounting  from  them 
of  what  I  was  paying  for.”  At 
one  point,  the  Gearys  claim. 
Scientologists  held  Dorothy 
hostage  for  two  weeks  in  a 
mountain  cabin,  after  which 
she  was  hospitalized  for  a  ner¬ 
vous  breakdown. 

Last  October,  Sterling 
broke  some  bad  news  to  an¬ 
other  dentist,  Glover  Rowe  of 
Gadsden,  Ala.,  and  his  wife 
Dee.  Tests  showed  that  unless 
they  signed  up  for  auditing, 


Glover’s  practice  would  fail,  and  Dee 
would  someday  abuse  their  child.  The  next 
month  the  Rowes  flew  to  Glendale,  Calif., 
where  they  shuttled  daily  from  a  local  hotel 
to  a  Dianetics  center.  “We  thought  they 
were  brilliant  people  because  they  seemed 
to  know  so  much  about  us,”  recalls  Dee. 
“Then  we  realized  our  hotel  room  must 
have  been  bugged.”  After  bolting  from  the 
center,  $23,000  poorer,  the  Rowes  say, 
they  were  chased  repeatedly  by  Scientolo¬ 
gists  on  foot  and  in  cars.  Dentists  aren’t  the 
only  ones  at  risk.  Scientology  also  makes 
pitches  to  chiropractors,  podiatrists  and 
veterinarians. 


PUBLIC  INFLUENCE.  One  front,  the  Way 
to  Happiness  Foundation,  has  distributed 
to  children  in  thousands  of  the  nation’s 
public  schools  more  than  3.5  million  copies 
of  a  booklet  Hubbard  wrote  on  morality. 
The  church  calls  the  scheme  “the  largest 
dissemination  project  in  Scientology  histo- 
iy.”  Applied  Scholastics  is  the  name  of  still 
another  front,  which  is  attempting  to  in¬ 
stall  a  Hubbard  tutorial  program  in  public 
schools,  primarily  those  populated  by  mi¬ 
norities.  The  group  also  plans  a  1,000-acre 
campus,  where  it  will  train  educators  to 
teach  various  Hubbard  methods.  The  dis¬ 
ingenuously  named  Citizens  Commission 
on  Human  Rights  is  a  Scien¬ 
tology  group  at  war  with  psy¬ 
chiatry,  its  primary  competi- 
;x  tor.  The  commission  typically 
-  issues  reports  aimed  at  dis¬ 
crediting  particular  psychia¬ 
trists  and  the  field  in  general. 
The  cchr  is  also  behind  an 
all-out  war  against  Eli  Lilly, 
the  maker  of  Prozac,  the 
nation’s  top-selling  anti¬ 
depression  drug.  Despite 
scant  evidence,  the  group’s 
members — who  call  them¬ 
selves  “psychbusters” — claim 
that  Prozac  drives  people  to 
murder  or  suicide.  Through 
mass  mailings,  appearances 
on  talk  shows  and  heavy  lob¬ 
bying,  cchr  has  hurt  drug 
sales  and  helped  spark  dozens 
of  lawsuits  against  Lilly. 

Another  Scientology- 
linked  group,  the  Concerned 

53 


HARRIET  BAKER,  73,  LOST  HER  HOUSE  after  Scientologists 
learned  it  was  defat  free  and  arranged  a  $45,000  mortgage, 
which  they  pressured  her  to  tap  to  pay  for  auditing.  They  had 
approached  her  after  her  husband  died  to  help  “cure”  her  grief. 
When  she  couldn’t  repay  the  mortgage,  she  had  to  sell. 
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Special  Report 


Businessmen’s  Association  of  America, 
holds  antidrug  contests  and  awards  $5,000 
grants  to  schools  as  a  way  to  recruit  stu¬ 
dents  and' curry  favor  with  education  offi¬ 
cials.  West  Virginia  Senator  John  D. 
Rockefeller  IV  unwittingly  commended 
the  cbaa  in  1987  on  the  Senate  floor.  Last 
August  author  Alex  Haley  was  the  keynote 
speaker  at  its  annual  awards  banquet  in 
Los  Angeles.  Says  Haley:  “I  didn’t  know 
much  about  that  group  going  in.  I’m  a 


Methodist.”  Ignorance  about  Scientology 
can  be  embarrassing:  two  months  ago,  Illi¬ 
nois  Governor  Jim  Edgar,  noting  that 
Scientology’s  founder  “has  solved  the  ab¬ 
errations  of  the  human  mind,”  proclaimed 
March  13  “L.  Ron  Hubbard  Day.”  He  re¬ 
scinded  the  proclamation  in  late  March, 
once  he  learned  who  Hubbard  really  was. 

HEALTH  CARE.  HealthMed,  a  chain  of  clin¬ 
ics  run  by  Scientologists,  promotes  a  gruel¬ 


ing  and  excessive  system  of  saunas,  exercise 
and  vitamins  designed  by  Hubbard  to  purify 
the  body.  Experts  denounce  the  regime  as 
quackery  and  potentially  harmful,  yet 
HealthMed  solicits  unions  and  public  agen¬ 
cies  for  contracts.  The  chain  is  plugged 
heavily  in  a  new  book,  Diet  for  a  Poisoned 
Planet,  by  journalist  David  Steinman,  who 
concludes  that  scores  of  common  foods 
(among  them:  peanuts,  bluefish,  peaches 
and  cottage  cheese)  are  dangerous. 


mining  Money  in  Vancouver 

One  source  of  funds  for  the  I.os  Angeles-based  church  is  the  stamps  (worth  $350  million).  Steven  C.  Rockefeller  Jr.  of  the 
notorious,  ^self-regulated  stock  exchange  in  Vancouver,  oil  family  and  former  hockey  star  Denis  Potvin  joined  the 
British  Columbia,  often  called  the  scam  capital  of  the  world,  company  in  top  posts,  but  both  say  they  quit  when  they  real- 
The  exchange  s  2,300  penny-stock  listings  account  for  $4  billion  ized  the  stamps  were  virtually  worthless.  “The  stamps  were 
in  annual  trading.  Local  journalists  and  insiders  claim  the  vast  created  by  sand-dune  nations  to  exploit  collectors,”  says  Mi- 
majonty  range  from  total  washouts  to  .outright  frauds.  chael  Laurence,  editor  of  Linn’s Stamp  News,  America’s  larg- 

Two  Scientologists  who  o Derate  there  are  Kenneth  ne.rhinn  ect  ct^mn  irmmai  ■  Aftor  if  began  a  steady 


ogy  journals  that  he  owes!  all  his  stock¬ 
picking  success  to  L  Ron  Hubbard. 
That’s  not  saying  much:  Gerbino’s 
.newsletter  picks  since  1985  have  cumu¬ 
latively  returned  24%,  while  the  Dow  / 
Jones  industrial  average  has  more  than  . . 

* '  bVshort^ 


only  manager  who  made  money  in  the 
third  quarter  of  1990,  thanks  to  gold' 
and  other  resource  stocks.  For  the  first 
quarter  of  1991,  Gerbino  was  dead  last. 

Baybak,  49,  who  runs  a  public  relations 
company  staffed .  with  Scientologists, 
apparently  has  no  ethics  problem  with 
engineering  a  hostile  takeover  of  a  firm 
he  is  hired  to  promote. 

Neither  man  agreed  to  be.,  inter¬ 
viewed  for  this  story,  yet  both  threat¬ 
ened  legal  action  through  attorneys. 

“What  these  guys  do  is  take  over  com¬ 
panies,  hype  the  stock,  sell  their  shares,  ATHENA  GOLD’S  WILLIAM  JORDAN 
and  then  there’s  nothing  left,”  says  Cult  members  got  cheap  stock;  then 
John  Campbell,  -  a  -  former  securities  ran  him  out  of  the  company 
lawyer  who  was  a  director  of  mining 


trepreneiir  William  Jordan.  He  turned 
to  an  established  Vancouver  broker  in 
1987  to  help  finance  the  company,  a 
4,500-acre  mining  property  near  Reno, 
g  The  broker  .promised  to.  raise  more 
v.  ithan  $3  million  and  soon  brought  Bay¬ 
bak  and  Gerbino  into  the  deal.  Jordan 
never  got  most  of  the  money,  but  the 
cult  members  ended  up'  with  a  good 
-deal  of  cheap  stock  and  options.  Next 
;they  elected  directors  who.  were  friend¬ 
ly  to  them  and  set  in  motion  a  series  of 
complex,  maneuvers  to  block  Jordan 
from  voting  stock  he  controlled  and  to 
run  him  out  of  the  company.  “I’ve  been 
an  honest  policeman  all  my  life  and 
I’ve  seen  the  worst  kinds  of  crimes,  and 
this  ranks  high,”  says  former  Athena 
|  shareholder  Thomas  Clark,  a  20-year 
-  veteran  of  Reno’s  police  force  who  has 
teamed  up  with  Jordan  to  try  to  get  the 
"gold  mine  back.  “They  stole  this  man’s 
property.” 

With  Baybak  as  chairman,  the  two 


Scientologists  and  their  staffs  are  pro- 
^Moting  Athena,  not  always  accurately. 
- r.  A  letter  to  shareholders  with  the  .  1990  annual  report  claims 

/The  Pattern  hss:  become;  fiamiliar^rnievpah:  promoted  a  .  Placer  Dome,  one  of  America’s  largest  gold-mining  firms  has 

mining  venture  called  Skylark  Resources,  whose  stock  traded  committed  at  least  $25.5  million  to  develop  the  mine.  That’s 
at  nearly  $4  a  share  in  1987.  The  outfit  soon  crashed,  and  the  news  to  Placer  Dome.  “There  is  no  pre-commitment  ”  says 
stock  is  around  2<J.  NET1  Technologies,  a  software  company.  Placer  executive  Cole  McFarland.  “We’re  not  going  to’ spend 

-  was  trumpeted  in  the  press  as  ?The  next  Xerox”  and  in  1984  -.  that  money  unless  Survey  results  justify  the  expenditure.”  , 
rose  to  a  market  value  of  $120  million  with  Baybak’s  help.  The  Baybak’s  firm  represented  Western  Resource  Technol- 
.  ;  company,  which  later  collapsed,  was  delisted  two  months  ago  ogies,  a  Houston  oil-and-gas  company,  but  got  the  boot  in  (De¬ 
rby  the  Vancouver  exc^  ‘  '  tober.  Laughs  Steven  McGuire,  president  of  Western  Re- 

Baybak  appeared  in  1989  at  the  helm  of  Wall  Street  Ven-  .  source:  “His  Ls  a  p.r.  firm  in  need  of  a  p.r.  firm.”  But  McGuire 
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Former  Surgeon  General  C.  Everett 
Koop  labeled  the  book  “trash,”  and  the 
Food  and  Drug  Administration  issued  a 
paper  in  October  that  claims  Steinman  dis¬ 
torts  his  facts.  “HealthMed  is  a  gateway  to 
Scientology,  and  Steinman’s  book  is  a  sort¬ 
ing  mechanism,”  says  physician  William 
Jarvis,  who  is  head  of  the  National  Council 
Against  Health  Fraud.  Steinman,  who  de¬ 
scribes  Hubbard  favorably  as  a  “research¬ 
er,”  denies  any  ties  to  the  church  and  con¬ 
tends,  “HealthMed  has  no  affiliation  that  I 
know  of  with  Scientology.” 

DRUG  TREATMENT.  Hubbard’s  purifica¬ 
tion  treatments  are  the  main¬ 
stay  of  Narconon,  a  Sciento¬ 
logy-run  chain  of  33  alcohol 
and  drug  rehabilitation  cen¬ 
ters — some  in  prisons  under 
the  name  “Criminon”-— in  12 
countries.  Narconon,  a  classic 
vehicle  for  drawing  addicts 
into  the  cult,  now  plans  to 
open  what  it  calls  the  world’s 
largest  treatment  center,  a 
1,400-bed  facility  on  an  Indian 
reservation  near  Newkirk, 

Okla.  (pop.  2,400).  At  a  1989 
ceremony  in  Newkirk,  the  As¬ 
sociation  for  Better  Living 
and  Education  presented 
Narconon  a  check  for 
$200,000  and  a  study  praising 
its  work.  The  association 
turned  out  to  be  part  of  Scien¬ 
tology  itself.  Today  the  town 
is  battling  to  keep  out  the  cult, 
which  has  fought  back 
through  such  tactics  as  send¬ 
ing  private  detectives  to 
snoop  on  the  mayor  and  the 
local  newspaper  publisher. 

FINANCIAL  SCAMS.  Three 
Florida  Scientologists,  includ¬ 
ing  Ronald  Bernstein,  a  big 
contributor  to  the  church’s  in¬ 
ternational  {iwar  chest,”  plead¬ 
ed  guilty  in  March  to  using 
their  rare-coin  dealership  as  a 
money  laundry.  Other  notori¬ 
ous  activities  by  Scientologists 
include  making  the  shady  Vancouver  stock 
exchange  even  shadier  (see  box)  anc  plot¬ 
ting  to  plant  operatives  in  the  World  Bank, 
International  Monetary  Fund  and  Export- 
Import  Bank  of  the  U.S.  The  alleged  pur¬ 
pose  of  this  scheme:  to  gain  inside  informa¬ 
tion  on  which  countries  are  going  to  be 
denied  credit  so  that  Scientology-linked 
traders  can  make  illicit  profits  by  taking 
“short”  positions  in  those  countries’ 
currencies. 

In  the  stock  market  the  practice  of 
“shorting”  involves  borrowing  shares  of 
publicly  traded  companies  in  the  hope  that 
the  price  will  go  down  before  the  stocks 
must  be  bought  on  the  market  and  re¬ 
turned  to  the  lender.  The  Feshbach  broth¬ 
ers  of  Palo  Alto,  Calif. — Kurt,  Joseph  and 


ing  whether  the  Feshbachs  received  confi¬ 
dential  information  from  fda  employees. 
The  brothers  seem  aligned  with  Sciento¬ 
logy’s  war  on  psychiatry  and  medicine: 
many  of  their  targets  are  health  and  bio¬ 
technology  firms.  “Legitimate  short  selling 
performs  a  public  service  by  deflating 
hyped  stocks,”  says  Robert  Flaherty,  the 
editor  of  Equities  magazine  and  a  harsh 
critic  of  the  brothers.  “But  the  Feshbachs 
have  damaged  scores  of  good  start-ups.” 

Occasionally  a  Scientologist’s  business 
antics  land  him  in  jail.  Last  August  a  for¬ 
mer  devotee  named  Steven  Fishman  began 
serving  a  five-year  prison  term  in  Florida. 

His  crime:  stealing  blank 
stock-confirmation  slips  from 
his  employer,  a  major  broker¬ 
age  house,  to  use  as  proof  that 
he  owned  stock  entitling  him 
to  join  dozens  of  successful 
class-action  lawsuits.  Fishman 
made  roughly  $1  million  this 
way  from  1983  to  1988  and 
spent  as  much  as  30%  of  the 
loot  on'Scientology  books  and 
tapes. 

Scientology  denies  any  tie 
to  the  Fishman  scam,  a  claim 
strongly  disputed  by  both 
Fishman  and  his  longtime 
psychiatrist,  Uwe  Geertz,  a 
prominent  Florida  hypnotist. 
Both  men  claim  that  when  ar¬ 
rested,  Fishman  was  ordered 
by  the  church  to  kill  Geertz 
and  then  do  an  “eoc,”  or  end 
of  cycle,  which  is  church  jar¬ 
gon  for  suicide. 

BOOK  PUBLISHING.  Scien¬ 
tology  mischiefmaking  has 
even  moved  to  the  book  in¬ 
dustry.  Since  1985  at  least  a 
dozen  Hubbard  books,  print¬ 
ed  by  a  church  company,  have 
made  best-seller  lists.  They 
range  from  a  5,000-page  sci-fi 
decology  (Black  Genesis, 
The  Enemy  Within,  An  Alien 
Affair)  to  the  40-year-old 
Dianetics.  In  1988  the  trade 
publication  Publishers  Weekly 
awarded  the  dead  author  a  plaque  com¬ 
memorating  the  appearance  of  Dianetics 
on  its  best-seller  list  for  100  consecutive 
weeks. 

Critics  pan  most  of  Hubbard’s  books  as 
unreadable,  while  defectors  claim  that 
church  insiders  are  sometimes  the  real  au¬ 
thors.  Even  so,  Scientology  has  sent  out  ar¬ 
mies  of  its  followers  to  buy  the  group’s 
books  at  such  major  chains  as  B.  Dalton’s 
and  Waldenbooks  to  sustain  the  illusion  of 
a  best-selling  author.  A  former  Dalton’s 
manager  says  that  some  books  arrived  in 
his  store  with  the  chain’s  price  stickers  al¬ 
ready  on  them,  suggesting  that  copies  are 
being  recycled.  Scientology  claims  that 
sales  of  Hubbard  books  now  top  90  million 
worldwide.  The  scheme,  set  up  to  gain  con- 


Matthew — have  become  the  leading  short 
sellers  in  the  U.S.,  with  more  than  $500 
million  under  management.  The  Fesh¬ 
bachs  command  a  staff  of  about  60  em¬ 
ployees  and  claim  to  have  earned  better  re¬ 
turns  than  the  Dow'  Jones  industrial 
average  for  most  of  the  1980s.  And,  they 
say,  they  owe  it  all  to  the  teachings  of 
Scientology,  whose  “war  chest”  has  re¬ 
ceived  more  than  $1  million  from  the 
family.  . 

The  Feshbachs  also  embrace  the 
church’s  tactics;  the  brothers  are  the  ter¬ 
rors  of  the  stock  exchanges.  In  congressio¬ 
nal  hearings  in  1989,  the  heads  of  several 


THE  ROWE  FAMILY  SPENT  $23,000  on  Dianetics  treatment. 
Like  many  dentists,  Glover  Rowe  was  drawn  in  by  Sterling 
Management,  which  does  not  publicize  its  ties  to  Scientology. 

companies  claimed  that  Feshbach  opera¬ 
tives  have  spread  false  information  to  gov¬ 
ernment  agencies  and  posed  in  various 
guises — such  as  a  Securities  and  Exchange 
Commission  official — in  an  effort  to  dis¬ 
credit  their  companies  and  drive  the  stocks 
down.  Michael  Russell,  who  ran  a  chain  of 
business  journals,  testified  that  a  Feshbach 
employee  called  his  bankers  and  interfered 
with  his  loans.  Sometimes  the  Feshbachs 
send  private  detectives  to  dig  up  dirt  on 
firms,  which  is  then  shared  with  business 
reporters,  brokers  and  fund  managers. 

The  Feshbachs,  who  wear  jackets  bear¬ 
ing  the  slogan  “stock  busters,”  insist  they 
run  a  clean  shop.  But  as  part  of  a  current 
probe  into  possible  insider  stock  trading, 
federal  officials  are  reportedly  investigat- 


TIME,  MAY  6. 1991 


55 


e  Modem  SdejCfj 
BMentafHggQa 


E-meter:  $4,375 


The  Freewinds:  high-level  enlightenment 


.  -  j  — 

mm 

iinj&ggipyjpi 

nil] 

umiHH 

mi 

I  *■  i  1  i  ifcrl  I'hlrl 

x  *  J  i  ft  i  XflsqgaBB 

verts  and  credibility,  is  coupled  with  a  radio 
and  TV  advertising  campaign  virtually  un¬ 
paralleled  in  the  book  industry. 

Scientology  devotes  vast  resources  to 
squelching  its  critics.  Since  1986  Hubbard 
and  his  church  have  been  the  subject  of  four 
unfriendly  books,  all  released  by  small  yet 
courageous  publishers.  In  each  case,  the 
writers  have  been  badgered  and  heavily 
sued.  One  of  Hubbard’s  policies  was  that  all 
perceived  enemies  are  “fair  game”  and  sub¬ 
ject  to  being  “tricked,  sued  or  lied  to  or  de¬ 
stroyed.”  Those  who  criticize  the  church — 
journalists,  doctors,  lawyers  and  even 
judges — often  find  themselves  engulfed  in 
litigation,  stalked  by  private  eyes,  framed 
for  fictional  crimes,  beaten  up  or  threat¬ 
ened  with  death.  Psychologist  Margaret 
Singer,  69,  an  outspoken  Scientology  critic 
and  professor  at  the  University  of  Califor¬ 
nia,  Berkeley,  now  travels  regularly  under 
•an  assumed  name  to  avoid  harassment 

After  the  Los  Angeles  Times  published 
a  negative  series  on  the  church  last  sum¬ 
mer,  Scientologists  spent  an  estimated  $1 
million  to  plaster  the  reporters’  names  on 
hundreds  of  billboards  and  bus  placards 
across  the  city.  Above  their  names  were 
quotations  taken  out  of  context  to  portray 
the  church  in  a  positive  light. 

The  church’s  most  fearsome  advocates 
are  its  lawyers.  Hubbard  warned  his  follow¬ 
ers  in  writing  to  “beware  of  attorneys  who 
tell  you  not  to  sue  . . .  the  purpose  of  the 
suit  is  to  harass  and  discourage  rather  than 
to  win.”  Result:  Scientology  has  brought 
hundreds  of  suits  against  its  perceived  ene¬ 
mies  and  today  pays  an  estimated  $20  mil¬ 
lion  annually  to  more  than  100  lawyers. 

One  legal  goal  of  Scientology  is  to 
bankrupt  the  opposition  or  bury  it  under 


paper.  The  church  has  71  active  lawsuits 
against  the  irs  alone.  One  of  them,  Misca- 
vige  vs.  irs ,  has  required  the  U.S.  to  pro¬ 
duce  an  index  of  52,000  pages  of  docu¬ 
ments.  Boston  attorney  Michael  Flynn, 
who  helped  Scientology  victims  from  1979 
to  1987,  personally  endured  14  frivolous 
lawsuits,  all  of  them  dismissed.  Another 
lawyer,  Joseph  Yanny,  believes  the  church 
“has  so  subverted  justice  and  the  judicial 
system  that  it  should  be  barred  from  seek¬ 
ing  equity  in  any  court.”  He  should  know: 
Yanny  represented  the  cult  until  1987, 
when,  he  says,  he  was  asked  to  help  church 
officials  steal  medical  records  to  blackmail 
an  opposing  attorney  (who  was  allegedly 
beaten  up  instead).  Since  Yanny  quit  rep¬ 
resenting  the  church,  he  has  been  the  tar¬ 
get  of  death  threats,  burglaries,  lawsuits 
and  other  harassment. 

Scientology’s  critics  contend  that 
the  U.S.  needs  to  crack  down  on 
the  church  in  a  major,  organized 
way.  “I  want  to  know.  Where  is 
our  government?”  demands  Toby  Plevin,  a 
Los  Angeles  attorney  who  handles  victims. 
“It  shouldn’t  be  left  to  private  litigators, 
because  God  knows  most  of  us  are  afraid 
to  get  involved.”  But  law-enforcement 
agents  are  also  wary.  “Every  investigator  is 
very  cautious,  walking  on  eggshells  when  it 
comes  to  the  church,”  says  a  Florida  police 
detective  who  has  tracked  the  cult  since 
1988.  “It  will  take  a  federal  effort  with  lots 
of  money  and  manpower.” 

So  far  the  agency  giving  Scientology  the 
most  grief  is  the  irs,  whose  officials  have 
implied  that  Hubbard’s  successors  may  be 
looting  the  church’s  coffers.  Since  1988, 
when  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  upheld  the 


revocation  of  the  cult’s  tax-exempt  status,  a 
massive  ms  probe  of  church  centers  across 
the  country  has  been  under  way.  An  ms 
agent,  Marcus  Owens,  has  estimated  that 
thousands  of  ms  employees  have  been  in¬ 
volved.  Another  agent,  in  an  internal  irs 
memorandum,  spoke  hopefully  of  the  “ul¬ 
timate  disintegration”  of  the  church.  A 
small  but  helpful  beacon  shone  last  June 
when  a  federal  appeals  court  ruled  that  two 
cassette  tapes  featuring  conversations  be¬ 
tween  church  officials  and  their  lawyers  are 
evidence  of  a  plan  to  commit  “future 
frauds”  against  the  ms. 

The  ms  and  fbi  have  been  debriefing 
Scientology  defectors  for  the  past  three 
years,  in  part  to  gain  evidence  for  a  major 
racketeering  case  that  appears  to  have 
stalled  last  summer.  Federal  agents  com¬ 
plain  that  the  Justice  Department  is  unwill¬ 
ing  to  spend  the  money  needed  to  endure  a 
drawn-out  war  with  Scientology  or  to  fend 
off  the  cult’s  notorious  jihads  against  indi¬ 
vidual  agents.  “In  my  opinion  the  church 
has  one  of  the  most  effective  intelligence 
operations  in  the  U.S.,  rivaling  even  that  of 
the  fbi,”  says  Ted  Gunderson,  a  former 
head  of  the  fbi’s  Los  Angeles  office. 

Foreign  governments  have  been  mov¬ 
ing  even  more  vigorously  against  the  orga¬ 
nization.  In  Canada  the  church  and  nine  of 
its  members  will  be  tried  in  June  on 
charges  of  stealing  government  documents 
(many  of  them  retrieved  in  an  enormous 
police  raid  of  the  church’s  Toronto  head¬ 
quarters).  Scientology  proposed  to  give  $1 
million  to  the  needy  if  the  case  was 
dropped,  but  Canada  spumed  the  offer. 
Since  1986  authorities  in  France,  Spain 
and  Italy  have  raided  more  than  50  Scien¬ 
tology  centers.  Pending  charges  against 
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more  than  100  of  its  overseas  church  mem¬ 
bers  include  fraud,  extortion,  capital  flight, 
coercion,  illegally  practicing  medicine  and 
taking  advantage  of  mentally  incapacitated 
people.  In  Germany  last  month,  leading 
politicians  accused  the  cult  of  trying  to  in¬ 
filtrate  a  major  party  as  well  as  launching 
an  immense  recruitment  drive  in  the  east. 

Sometimes  even  the  church’s  biggest 
zealots  can  use  a  little  protection.  Screen 
star  Travolta,  37,  has  long  served  as  an  un¬ 
official  Scientology  spokesman,  even 
though  he  told  a  magazine  in  1983  that  he 
was  opposed  to  the  church’s  management. 
High-level  defectors  claim  that  Travolta 
has  long  feared  that  if  he  defected,  details 
of  his  sexual  life  would  be  made  public. 
“He  felt  pretty  intimidated  about  this  get¬ 
ting  out  and  told  me  so,”  recalls  William 
Franks,  the  church’s  former  chairman  of 
the  board.  “There  were  no  outright  threats 
made,  but  it  was  implicit.  If  you  leave,  they 
immediately  start  digging  up  everything.” 
Franks  was  driven  out  in  1981  after  at¬ 
tempting  to  reform  the  church. 

The  church’s  former  head  of  secu¬ 
rity,  Richard  Aznaran,  recalls  Sci¬ 
entology  ringleader  Miscavige  re¬ 
peatedly  joking  to  staffers  about 
Travolta’s  allegedly  promiscuous  homo¬ 
sexual  behavior.  At  this  point  any  threat  to 
expose  Travolta  seems  superfluous:  last 
May  a  male  pom  star  collected  $100,000 
from  a  tabloid  for  an  account  of  his  alleged 
two-year  liaison  with  the  celebrity.  Tra¬ 
volta  refuses  to  comment,  and  in  Decem¬ 
ber  his  lawyer  dismissed  questions  about 
the  subject  as  “bizarre.”  Two  weeks  later, 
Travolta  announced  that  he  was  getting 
married  to  actress  Kelly  Preston,  a  fellow* 
Scientologist. 

Shortly  after  Hubbard’s  death  the 
church  retained  Trout  &  Ries,  a  respected, 
Connecticut-based  firm  of  marketing  con¬ 
sultants,  to  help  boost  its  public  image. 
“We  were  brutally  honest,”  says  Jack 
Trout.  “We  advised  them  to  clean  up  their 
act,  stop  with  the  controversy  and  even  to 
stop  being  a  church.  They  didn’t  want  to 
hear  that.”  Instead,  Scientology  hired  one 
of  the  country’s  largest  p.r.  outfits,  Hill  and 
Knowlton,  whose  executives  refuse  to  dis¬ 
cuss  the  lucrative  relationship.  “Hill  and 
Knowlton  must  feel  that  these  guys  are  not 
totally  off  the  wall,”  says  Trout.  “Unless 
it’s  just  for  the  money.” 

One  of  Scientology’s  main  strategies  is 
to  keep  advancing  the  tired  argument  that 
the  church  is  being  “persecuted”  by  anti¬ 
religionists.  It  is  supported  in  that  position 
by  the  American  Civil  Liberties  Union  and 
the  National  Council  of  Churches.  But  in 
the  end,  money  is  what  Scientology  is  all 
about.  As  long  as  the  organization’s  oppo¬ 
nents  and  victims  are  successfully 
squelched,  Scientology’s  managers  and 
lawyers  will  keep  pocketing  millions  of  dol¬ 
lars  by  helping  it  achieve  its  ends.  ■ 


The  Scientologists  and  Me 

Strange  things  seem  to  happen  to  people  who  write  about  Scientology.  Journal¬ 
ist  Paulette  Cooper  wrote  a  critical  book  on  the  cult  in  1971.  This  led  to  a 
Scientology  plot  (called  Operation  Freak-Out)  whose  goal,  according  to  church 
documents,  was  “to  get  P.C.  incarcerated  in  a  mental  institution  or  jail.”  It  almost 
worked:  by  impersonating  Cooper,  .Scientologists  got  her  indicted  in  1973  for 
threatening  to  bomb  the  church.  Cooper,  who  also  endured  19  lawsuits  by  the 
church,  was  finally  exonerated  in  1977  after  fbi  raids  on  the  church  offices  in  Los 
Angeles  and  Washington  uncovered  documents  from  the  bomb  scheme.  No  Scien¬ 
tologists  were  ever  tried  in  the  matter:  L- >  v 

For  the  Time  story,  at  least  10  attorneys  and  six  private  detectives  were  un¬ 
leashed  by  Scientology  and  its  followers  in  an  effort  to  threaten,  harass  and 
discredit  me.  Last  Oct.  12,  not  long  after  I  began  this  assignment,  I  planned 
to  lunch  with  Eugene  Ingram,  the  church’s  leading  private  eye.  and  a  former 
cop.  Ingram,  who  was  tossed  off  the  Los  Angeles  police  force  in  1981  for  al¬ 
leged  ties  to  prostitutes  and  drug  dealers,  had  told  me  that  he  might  be  able  to 

arrange  a  meeting  with  church  boss  David 
.  Miscavige.  Just  hours  before  the  lunch, 
r  the  church’s  “national  trial  counsel,” 
"Earle  Cooley,  called  to  inform  me  that  I 
"  .would  be  eating  alone. 

.  Alone,  perhaps,  but  not  forgotten.  By 
day’s  end,  I  later  learned,  a  copy  of  my  per¬ 
sonal  credit  report — with  detailed  informa¬ 
tion  about  my  bank  accounts,  home  mort- 
Tgage,  credit-card  payments,  home  address 
^nd  Social  Security  number— had  been  ille- 
j  gaily  retrieved  from  a  national  credit  bu¬ 
reau  caUed  Trans  Union.  The  sham  compa- 
/;,ny  that  received  it,  “Educational  Funding 
•  /Services”  of  Los  Angeles,  gave  as  its  address 
c^a  mail  drop  a  few  blocks  from  Scientology’s 
headquarters. 

;  ifv  >  The  owner  of  the  mail  drop  is  a  private 
eye  named  Fred  Wolfson,  who  admits  that 
an  Ingram  associate  retained  him  to  retrieve 
credit  reports  on  several  individuals.  Wolf- 
son  says  he  was  told  that  Scientology’s  attor- . 
neys  “had  judgments  against  these  people  and  were  trying  to  collect  on  them.”  He 
says  now,  “These  are  vicious  people.  These  are  vipers.”  Ingram,  through  a  lawyer,  de¬ 
nies  any  involvement  in  the  scam. 

During  the  past  five  months,  private  investigators  have  been  contacting  acquaint¬ 
ances  of  mine,  ranging  from  neighbors  to  a  former  colleague,  to  inquire  about  sub- 
.  jects  such  as  my  health  (like  my  credit  rating,  it’s  excellent)  and  whether  I’ve  ever  had 
trouble  with  the  irs  (unlike  Scientology,  I  haven’t).  One  neighbor  was  greeted  at 
dawn  outside  my  Manhattan  apartment  building  by  two  men  who  wanted  to  know 
whether  I  lived  there.  I  finally  called  Cooley  to  demand  that  Scientology  stop  the 
nonsense.  He  promised  to  look  into  it. 

After  that,  however,  an  attorney  subpoenaed  me,  while  another  falsely  suggested 
that  I  might  own  shares  in  a  company  I  was  reporting  about  that  had  been  taken  over 
by  Scientologists  (he  also  threatened  to  contact  the  Securities  and  Exchange  Com¬ 
mission).  A  close  friend  in  Los  Angeles  received  a  disturbing  telephone  call  from  a 
Scientology  staff  member  seeking  data  about  me— an  indication  that  the  cult  may 
have -illegally  obtained  my  personal  phone  records.  Two  detectives  contacted  me, 
.posing  as  a  friend  and  a  relative  of  a  so-6alled  cult  victim,  to  elicit  negative  statements 
from  me  about  Scientology.  Some  of  my  conversations  with  them  were  taped,  tran¬ 
scribed  and  presented  by  the  church  in  affidavits  to  Time’s  lawyers  as  “proof’  of  my 
bias  against  Scientology. 

Among  the  comments  I  made  to  one  of  the  detectives,  who  represented  himself 
.  as  “Harry  Baxter,”  a  friend  of  the  victim’s  family,  was  that  “the  church  trains  people 
to  lie.”  Baxter  and  his  colleagues  are  hardly  in  a  position  to  dispute  that  observation/ 

_ td/U ..oh. ■ _ - : /«*  .r  -r  ,•  t-v 


Church  attorney  Cooley 
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SCIENTOLOGY’S  WAR 
AGAINST  JUDGES 


BY  JAMES  B.  STEWART.  JR. 


Oc  September  3.  1910.  as  U.S.  District 
Court  Judge  Charles  Richey  wee  recuper¬ 
ating  front  two  pulmonary  tmboflcw  tad 
exhaustion.  lawyers  for  the  Oan±  of 
Scientology  and  the  Jtsdea  Department 
fathered  before  Judge  Aubrey  Robin  too. 
Richey's  wrotmar  hi  the  two-year-old 
conspiracy  case  again*  1 1  members  of  the 
Church  o f  Scienaoiogy.  Judge  Richey  had 
airudy  cocvictad  and  rnrarnd  Mae  of 
ihe  original  1 1  defendants.  bat  the  rsmafe- 
tag  two.  recently  rrtrrH—ri  fioai  En¬ 
gland,  were  about  lo  go  oe  trial. 
•*Particularfy  from  the  ttarefrrfeaf  of 


of  the  Gbuach  of 
rar,  Jr.. 

oueofthe  rtrfiarieu n  He  wee 
by  Judge  Robfean*.  “Yoe 
want  lo  raree  a  mottos  to  reeuus?"  (he 
judge  at ked.  He  knew  vfc*  Shorter**  re- 
mark  foreshadowed,  baring 
Soc— oloft " 

Richey  off  I 


c«  and  the  latest  target  of  toe  Scfcn- 
x-tf-pewriaimed  “attack  “  Uri**- 
immi  urztcfj.  Their  uraarggr - 


church  intensified  its  efforts  to  learn  what 
informal  ion  the  government  might  pos* 
aess, 

At  the  same  time,  the  church  was  fesu- 
ing-  •‘Guardian  Programme  Orders" 
(directives  to  church  members)  telliag 
them  to  use  “standard  oven  sources '*  and 
"anv  suitable  guise  maerviews”  to  moni¬ 
tor  the  activities  of  all  district  court  jud  gee 
presiding  in  the  FCXA  suite.  In  1977  that 
directive  wee  ertradnd  to  all  15  active 
judges  ta  the  D.C.  federal  (fistrict  court. 

Posing  b  some  instances  as  students  and 
burnafats,  Scfeatotogfets  inttrviavod  the 
judges,  rraaarrhrrl  their  careers  and  back- 
grounds,  followed  them  and  preperad 
dee  tiers.  According  to  Scientology  docu¬ 
ments,  their  goal  was  to  determine  “tone 
level"  and  "buttons  c 


church  members.  This  wae  Boudin's  first 
asarriirton  with  the  church,  but  Hirach- 
top  had  handled  a  search  tad  seizure  mat¬ 
ter  for  the  church  in  1977. 

One  lawyer  who  represents  Scientolo¬ 
gists  and  has  worked  with  Boudin  aad 
Hirachkop  often  this  ideological  defease 
for  their  taking  (he  case:  "II is  a  simple  case 
of  government  nvi  rrr  arhrngj "  he  seys. 
’The  government  juet  cau*l  tolerasa  an  or¬ 
ganization  wkh  aoccoafomua g  beliefs. 
The  Scieatofefbts  sand  up  for  their  rights 
— aggressively . "  Another  lawyer  who  has 
worked  on  the  cnee  adds  a  financial  motive 
for  their  taking  such  a  case  ‘These  people 
pey  their  bills  loo  dollar  and  on  toe 
which  is  more  than  I  can  say  for  most  of  my 
■•popular  dienes.  This  cme  will  finance  a 
lot  of  pro  bone  work."  Hirachkop  won't 
say  what  he  has  received  in  legal  fee*  from 
the  Scionscfogists,  but  the  church  b  apron* 


utt+nM  i 


t  the  I 


a  war  much 
better  financed  and  a 
the  bizarre  tactics  seed  by 
groups  against  their  courtr 
uric*,  such  as  Symanon't  attempt  so  mur¬ 
der  an  oppoeinf  counsel  by 
ratJesaake  to  hfe  ~ 

Lttike  Synanoi  . 
tology  has  long  sought  to 
as  a  legitimate  seB^ou.  Founded  In  1954 
by  L.  kon  Hubbard,  >  acfcmre  fiction 
writer.  philosopher  and  author  of  toe  bess- 
seUmg  book  Dfenrtfex*  The  Modem 
Science  of  Mental  Heokk.  the 
claims  five  mil  Hoc  ■  *>  fa 

help  ptufoaopfcy.  The  Cherch  of  Sdenaol- 
ogy  has  called  itself  the  spirieuel  heir  of 
Buddhbm  in  the  wesaesn  world,  and  fo- 
on  whet  ketfi*  "pernor* 

Bet  in  the  _ 

been  accused  of _ 

Mg  its  members,  and  it  bee  .  . .  ,  _ 

broiled  m  dozens  of  levraeks  (tee  sidebar, 
peg*  32).  including  toe  197*crh 
***** cy  charges  again*  1 1  of  its 
Such  setbacks  have  triggered  increreangiy 
militant  responses,  which  foeuaad,  ia  the 
cw^piracy  cnee,  on  the  federal  judeirey. 

The  Scientologists  *  legnl  xraaegy  has  been 

to  force  the  recusal  of  every  judua  re* 
signed  lo  that  care. 

Judges  lie  at  the  root  of  dm  pending 
criminal  charges  again*  the  Tnenriln 
gists.  In  1974,  D.C  District  Conn  Judge 
George  Hart,  Jr.,  casually  proposed  a 
deposition  of  Hubbard  ia  coanK&oa  with 
one  of  many  Freedom  Of  Infoonutfon  Act 
suits  filed  bv  toe  church.  Href's 
(no  depoeidou  ever  proved 
enured  Scientology  officials 
that  the  government  knew  sou, 
criminating  about  Hubbard.  As  a 


STRATEGY  HAS  BEEN  TO  FORCE  THE 
RECUSAL  OF  EVERY  JUDGE  ASSIGNED 
TO  THE  CONSPIRACY  CASE. 


went  for  beyond  legal  survcEbncs.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church  were  caught  breaking 
into  the  offices  of  the  IRS  read  the  Justice 
Department.  Mealing  read  copying  docu- 
mcato  and  eavesdropping.  On  A ace*  13, 
197t.  11  f  r*eauln  g^i  ii  are  in  rift-  rai  <* 
chnrges  of  electron  *  ally  intercepting  oral 
IRS  communicnriout.  forging  government 
passes,  illegally  erecting  government 
buildiags,  recruiting  Scasototogists  so 
iafiltraae  the  government,  saeaimg  records 
brlongint  to  the  IRS.  Juedce  Department 
and  the  U-S.  Attorney  and  conspiring  to 
Bkgally  obtaht  documeuta  ia  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  UnM  Street  and  toobatrect  jo*- 

*’te. 

The  Srfeutnlogi*  hired 

ere  well-known  defense  counsel.  Mary 
Sue  Hubbard,  the  wife  of  church  leader  L. 
Ron  Hubbard  and  the  highs*  ranking  de¬ 
fendant  on  trial.  retained  Leonard  Boudin 
of  Rabtaowia,  Boudin  to  Standard  and 
Michael  Hertzberg,  a  aolo  practitioner, 
bosh  activist  lawyers  now  practicing  tew  in 
New  York  City.  Two  odwr  defendants, 
Henning  Heidt  and  Duke  Snider,  retained 
Alexandria.  Virginia,  lawyer  Philip 
Hirachkop,  who  had  been  counsel  for  the 
"D.C.  Nine,"  antiwar  pro— nan  arretted 
in  1970.  In  all,  12  lawyers  were  hired  to 
defend  Mae  defendants  (two  others  hto 
fied  to  England  where  they  faced  extradi¬ 
tion  proceedings).  Boudin  and  Hirachkop 
- 1  n  rum  id  the  lending  roles  in  the  de¬ 


i d  Hirachkop  won't  _ 

why  they  were  refected,  but  their  public 
idenrtficaooa  with  radical  and  unpopular 
w—  undoubtedly  attractive  to 


pcrous  fa  qm  I«wauce  a 

paid  the  ctoirchSWXX)  far  the  required 

"wtaw  ik'iw  fa  afcfct  Dm 

have  not 

tofogists'  lawyers  againir&IDittrid'or 
Columbia  judges,  la  August  1 971  the  esses 
were  assigned  to  Judge  Hart,  the  judge 
wbore  comment  bed  originally  Intensified 
the  to—  lil genes  operation  and  who,  like  an 

ofha  fellow  D.C,  ^strict  court  judges,  had 

boon  invuetignaad.  He  becama  thefirrt  vic- 
thnof  the  Scienaclo  ri—i*  mental  str—egy. 

Boudin  fifed  toe  fir*  recusal  morion  b 
January  1979.  J&  theory  wae  a  novel  ooe: 
by  telling  Judge  Hart  to*  toe  judge  him- 
aetfw— a  target  of  toe  Scientologists*  own 
pottibiy  illerai  nctMdes,  he  would  cause 
the  judge  to  be  biased,  or  appear  to  be  M- 
eeed.  again*  them,  la  bis  morion.  Boudia 
quoted  a  Scientology  document  ordering 
an  "oven"  and  "covert"  data  coltecrion 
operation  agnfe*  Judge  Ha*,  which,  m 
Boodin's  words.  '*pooibly  (included)  the 
use  of  methods  noiarive  of  the  judge’s 
privacy  and  ocher  rights  and  possibly 
violative  of  the  criminal  lews."  Boudia 
concluded  that  "tot  sicring  judge  is  re¬ 
vealed  to  toe  jury  and  toe  public  as  a  victim 
of  possibly  illegal  actions,"  aad  "the 
fudge  has  aa  obvious  inter e*  which  may 
be  affected  by  toe  outcome  of  the  cate/’ 
Notwttherandfng  documents  to  which  gov- 


ordering  similar  operations  oa  all  toe  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Colombia  district  court  judges, 
Boudia  declared  chat  be  knew  of  oo  other 
such  campaigns. 


Although  government  Lrwyen,  led  by 
chief  prosecutor  Raymond  Banoun.  pro¬ 
tested  vigorously,  arguing  that  the  Sc»ea- 
tologists  were  using  their  own  possibly 
illegal  activities  to  disqualify  the  judge. 
Kart  granted  the  recusal  mot  fee  and  Hep¬ 
ped  down.  Hart  denied  that  he  was  biased, 
but  he  agreed  that  the  appearance  of 
impartiality  had  been  tainted  by  the  Scien¬ 
tologists’  surveillance  operation  against 
him.  "1  was  afraid  a  jury  would  be  preju¬ 
diced  tfsiast  the  defendants  because  of 
their  alleged  threats  against  me,"  Hart 
said  recently. 

The  case  w—  assigned  next  to  Judge 
Louis  Oberdorfer,  who  in  light  of  Judge 
Hart's  recent  experience  asked  for  memo¬ 
randa  and  oral  arguments  from  both  sides 
*  the  outset  fed  fearing  potential  pounds 
for  dfeounlificadou.  Government  lawyers 
pointed  out  ia  their  memo  that  Oberdorfer 
w—  formerly  an  aeeietant  attorney  general 
ia  charge  of  the  tax  division  of  the  Justice 
Department,  which  had  prosecuted  a  case 
chat  ended  the  tax-exempt  status  for  the 
founding  Church  of  Scientology  In  Lo* 


ofSctentofegytoLo* 

!TB5323Sto3cn2e? 


that  he  had  •‘personal  knowledge  of  dis¬ 
puted  evidentiary  facts."  and  on  February 
5,  1979,  he  too  stepped  down. 

Shortly  afterward  the  case  fell  to  Richey , 
57.  a  1971  Nixon  appointee  whore  liberal 
record— especially  ta  the  area  of  defen¬ 
dants’  rights — surprised  earty  critics.  The 
assignment  initially  pleased  the  Scientol¬ 
ogy  defendants.  la  a  pamphlet  called  ‘The 
Trial  of  the  Scientology  Nine,"  prepared 
by  toe  Scientologists,  Judge  Richey  was 
feacTfoud  — fanrfeg  "a  very  fatoeriy  visage 
. . .  though  crippled  with  i  coa  gr  nit  1 1  de- 
fect  feMemp,  one  does  not  notice  either  hes 
heap  or  Me  shortness.  Hie  glasses  gH^eg 
from  the  Ugbcs  of  the  courtroom  adc  *  ' 

picture  of  a  man  of  detm  intelligence 
sympathy ."  And  when  Richey ,  too.  asked 
at  the  outset  for  a  recusal  morioo  if  one  were 
planned,  Boudia  and  Hirachkop  said  they 
were  satisfied  with  his  assignment  lo  the 
cere.  Tb*  attitude  was  soon  belied  by  a 
c—ap—gn  of  harassment  th*  look  place  fe 
and  out  of  the  courtroom. 

During  the  summer  of  1979.  court  ses¬ 
sions  were  held  for  about  three  weeks  ia 
Los  Angeles,  where  Richey  ached  a  fed 
lestfeaoay  oo  the  Scientologists  ’  motioo  to 
wpyta  evidence  seized  by  the  FBI  ia  its 
197/  raids  of  the  church’s  headquarters. 
The  thousands  of  documents  seized  in 
those  raids  constituted  the  core  of  the  evi¬ 
dence  again*  the  alleged  conspirators. 
The  hearings  had  been  moved  to  Los  An¬ 
geles  to  accommodate  the  ScfeaaologiRs  * 


Prior  to  his  departure  for  Los  Angeles. 
Richey  received  several  death  threats.  The 
judge  has  never  publicly  alleged  that  those 
threats  came  from  Scientologists  and  has 
said  they  were  unrelaaed  » the  case,  but  he 
flew  lo  California  escorted  by  two  federal 
marshals,  and  elaborate  security  prectu- 
tfoee  were  Implemanted  *  the  federal 
courthouse  hi  downtown  Los  Anceies. 

During  the  hearings,  defense  lawyer* 
repeatedly  interrupted  the  proceedings 
with  objections,  morions  arid  audible  com- 
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FofcxanVpk,  Hirschkop  tad  odrer 
repeatedly  tad  loudly  ordered  —  ,  ,,, 

»  place  advene  evideatbry  mSap  *  a 
mythical  “error  bag.’*  On  a 
lions,  Hirschkop  accused  Richey  oHyni. 
Al  times,  Richey  left  the  ^ 

wal  ked  out  rather  than  hold  couw- 

sel  in  contempt.  Only  once,  at  a  beer  Vtr- 
in{.  the  judge  seem  to  bod  over. 
speaking  to  Hinchkoo.  Richey  said,  “5 
want  to  tell  you  risht  hem  tod  worn.  I  *- 
tent  it  because  1  have  done  nothin*  *  hart 
you  or  your  client*.  And  this  record  is  re- 
pkte  with  insults  sod  everythin*  eba, 
when  l  have  not  done  it  to  you«3  don't 
intend  to. "  Banoon,  the  proaeareor.  says 
Richey  was  too  accommodating  “He 
thoukl  never  have  tolerated  such  bekrv- 
»or.“  Banouo  says. 

Hirschkop  claims  that  he  was  thu  mm 
who  wu  insulted.  “Richey  showed  cou- 
lempt  for  me.*’  Hirschkop  says, 
the  time  when,  he  claims.  Richey  triad  to 
"force -feed”  him  French  fries  m  css 
(Danoun  says  the  judge  limply  offered 
the  counsel  some  French  fives  he  had 
flushed  at  lunch.)  “I  called  B. 
liar,"  Hirschkop  continues,  “ 

«*yrooa>«<  ay  uwu  aosjlsacm 
•»VTT  nOTW  WttWCTOW  JTaJI  itOIM 

%io*  *o«te  morsM  moar  amd  uid 
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mtmk  ae  with  impunity.”  B 
that  this  wae  tore.  fensciiop  concrete  that 
ha  frequently  became  “beared"  b  his 
deeirep  whh  Jade*  Richey  but  says,  “I 
■rver called  hire  dirty  arenas. “ 
b  Seprember  1979.  after  (he  Los  A*, 
fdee  berebts,  Richey  dated  the  Scku- 
******  “***  to  suppress  the  evidence 
*2*9  by  the  FBI.  The  defendants  event*- 
•By  carered  bo  a  stipulation  of  bets, 
which  mounted  to  ea  of  (fas 

priadpal  charges  tgamst  them,  and  wafo- 
•d  a  jury  trial,  b  return,  the  government 
apaed  to  drop  23  of  ks  24crimmel  counts. 

Wchey  explicitly  warned  the 
Scfeatoiofists  that  the  stipulation  was 
likely  to  result  b  their  coevict  Joe;  he 

•theeoeeetly  coretectod  bb  own  review  of 
the  evidence,  which  be  said  was  “over* 
whetab*  evidence  of  pd*,“  and  oe 
October  26.  he  couriered  all  aiae.  Oe  De¬ 
cember  6,  two  days  before  they  were  to  be 
aenaracod,  a  recusal  modem  ipkat  Ri¬ 
chey  was  filed. 

b  this  recusal  modoe.  Boodle  retd 
Hicschkop  tpua  took  the  extraordinary 
that  Richey’s  response  to  their 
coortroom  tactics  and  to  the  ducats 


"■p™""'  ~  1  oaryc,  wnn* 

ouc  reying  tbac  the  dcadi  threats  were  made 
by  Scbreoiofha,  Hirschkop  said  hat 
‘V*  bformadoa  and  belief.  the  security 
■  Loe  Aneeks  was  related  to  the  court’s 
with  repud  to  the  defen¬ 
dants  b  this  case  or  thdr  church.  “  add  tat 
that  “k  is  Impossible  to  imagine  a  stronger 
—or  more  ckarty  'cstevjudariaJ  ’——source 
of  btae  thee  fear  for  one’s  Ilk  or  wtll- 
bekg.” 

Whatever  ks  merits,  the  recusal  motion 
patently  defective  k  at  kaet  two  tech¬ 
nical  respects.  The  judicial  recusal  statute 

mqoires  s  “Tandy*'  modem  supported  by 
m  afRdevk  signed  by  a  '’party.  ’This  mo¬ 
tion  was  fibd  four  months  after  the  eveau 
complaiaed  of— end  after  nearly  120  de¬ 
fence  modems  bed  been  resolved  against 
the  Scfemotofka  and  was  supported  *y 
Hkschkop’j  affidtuk,  not  one  of  the  de- 
fcndeats*.  (“I  should  have  filed  k  much 
»oacr,“  Hirschkop  concedes.  “Richey 

was  grossly  prs^ndfend  from  the  stret. ’*)  la 

response  to  the  reodem,  Judy  Richey  de¬ 
fended  his  security  precautions,  noting 
that  “the  court  may  accept  reasonable  st- 
curky  precautions  without  risk  of  tainting 


its  rulings  ia  the  case.”  He  denied  the  m 
boo  and  that  same  day  sentenced  the  nit 
defendants  to  prison  terms  of  from  sj 
months  to  four  to  five  yean.  Eight  pulk 
out  checks  for  510.000  the  day  of  The 
•entencinj.  end  ail  nine  are  now  free  o 
bail  pending  appeal. 

The  denial  of  their  first  recusal  modo 
and  the  sentences,  which  the  SciemoJc 
cists  regarded  as  unconscionably  harsh 
led  to  a  redoubling  of  defease  efforts  b 
drive  Richey  from  the  case.  Six  month 
later,  i*  June  1910.  defense  counsel  wen 
ready  with  another  recusal  motion,  mor 
damagjng  and  threatening  to  Judge  Riche; 
than  the  first.  The  groundwork  for  tha 
motion  had  been  laid  nearly  ■  year  before 
shortly  after  the  Lo*  Angeles  hearinp. 

That  summer,  Thomas  Douriin,  Judgt 
Richey’s  official  court  reporter  who  sc 
complied  him  to  Los  An  pies,  was  ip 
proached  by  Hirschkop  soon  after  theii 
return  to  Washington.  In  s  rwom  affidavit 
filed  in  response  io  the  second  recusal  mo¬ 
tion,  Douriin  says  Hirschkop  wanted  to 
know  If  the  security  precautions  b  Loo 
Angeles  resulted  from  Richey’s  fear  of 
Scientologists,  la  the  affidavit  Douriaa 
swore  he  denied  that  the  judge  was  afraid 
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*  !the  ameVk^aW  UWYEr- 


ofinncd  (hat  before  leaving  Wesh- 
,,  toe  judge  tod  hie  wife  and  two 
toei  hod  received  two  death  toreatt 
Sooo  ifkr  due  eacoww,  is  Durarabar 
1 979,  a  Sefetaogy  lawyer  kM  RJetad 
Im(,  a  pchrtM  duectin  who  ted  worked 
for  Hirachkop  seven!  years  beta.  10 
investigate  md«  Richey's  security 
preceutioex.  Baxrs  foe  3321,000  plus  ci¬ 
ties.  Ooe  of  Bast's  fir*  Msp*  woe  to 
kraie  Richey  *»  tar  eta  *  tot  ccnri- 


la  the  spring  of  1990,  a  few  month* 
after  the  Scieflaoioffoa'  Hntesrhre,  Fred 
Ctifl.  a  Bast  employes  ate  rat  Wpotice 
officer,  approached  James  Petty,  owe  of 
two  U.S.  marshals  who  ted  au: orapaniarf 
Richey  to  Los  Aagekx.  Cato  mfotote  to 
Perry  (hat  he  had  been  retained  by  a  Bure- 
petn  inducrial  at  whoaa  daughter  ted 
commiaed  suicide.  allegedly  as  a  rota  of 
her  in  vohremea*  with  the  Charch  of  Scien¬ 
tology,  ate  that  his  yirigrrant  wee  to 
uocover  tnformaboo  that  could  be  damsg- 
mg  to  the  chorcb.  According  to  Bato, 
Perry  to*d  Cain  that  he  emnterf  to  write  a 
book  oa  the  Scientology  caee,  ate  Bte  of¬ 
fered  haa  a  £2^00  advance.  Bast  says  tote 
Perry  took  the  money,  ate  they  apri  to 


wort  together. 

The  evening  of  May  23 ,  Perry  ate  Gua 
Donrian,  toe  court  reporter,  at  his 


S?  rfwlSrSSi  WmeS  Sleoed  b^  Bast--taed  the 


ttei's  affidavit, - ,  .  „  . 

m  a  pdvtoi  fovustigaeor  Ibr  Uteontional 
fiTtetisnlinf.  Inc.,  Bate's  dutectiva 
agency,  ate  told  bin  the  imm  aaory  ibote 
SaEerop can  foduecrfolbc 
Dooria  acya  k  kls  affidavit  that  ha 
tad  tot  toory  teorotebla  b«t  dte  be- 
enure  Ms  tent  hud  bee*  burgfertnad  ate 
te  ted  mired  tore  retag  phone  caDx, 


gtes,  he  wae 
Perry  were  doing.  Acconfin*  to  the  affida¬ 
vit,  Dowries  ate  wkh  Cam  three  more 

tfoaaa,  ate  each  tires  he  wae  quart!  rread 


Judos  Richey.  At  a 
on  May  31,  19*0,  Dourian  asvs  bs 
realised  that  the  ooe  venation  waa  being 
recorded.  Cain  ted  been  drinking  heavily. 
Deaden  aaya,  ate  a*  a  raeok,  the  coart  re¬ 
porter  waa  abfo  to  attp  a  amafl  tape  record- 
er  read  tae  cassettes  oat  of  Cafe 'spodete. 
Doorian*!  foot  meeting  wkh  Cak  wac  on 
June  19.  ‘  ‘ 


BArTHESs©BSi 
OTI IKRTROMS" 


The  Charch  of  Scientology  has  teen 
involved  In  almost  constant  Brig  ting 
since  its  founding  needy  30  reera  ago. 
Besides  pcrirefic  daatee  weto  the  for- 
■  '  -  i  filed  scores  ef 


am  twKn|<  d‘e 


fog  toe  charch  ate  toe 
►  Fourteen  Bhd  safes  ferre  been  fBed 


Pnuko*  Cooper,  New  York 
*  writer  md  antoor  of  toe  OTI 
book.  The  Scxmdal  ate 

ter  ChaKh  docsoeat 

fin  the  1977  La*  Angela  aid  and 


Cooper1*  lteirtrarat  fa  1973.  Tito 
chargee  sgstesf  Cooper  weee  ' 
in  1975.  Cooper  tea  no 
with  e  555  tofffioa  auk 


r  *r. 


(’■tty f 


►  A  1977  ate  tanetth 
f/ta  Mted  $10500* 
invasion  of  privacy  bore  a 

tedretandfortteta-w _ 

to  cedar  to -wrteVtoocY.jta'W 
church.  Tht  chesch  effaced  to'daop  tot, 
•nit  if  pinna  to  ante* 
dropped,  bat  a/tor  toe 
htoreeate  in  da 
£900.000  md  added  eter^t  of  tad 
ate  deceit  igeinto  toe  paper.  The  cate 
area  dteatoaed  on  —  ny  jadgta/ 

►  la  1976  the  chneeh  ante  toeCleerv' 
wurrr  5ne  to. Florida  for  $1  aril Son 
ate  threaaened  to  me  the 

tery  71ews  for  a  aariat  of  arridao 
oa  the  charch.  Trimnlngtoto  mte 
ntraora  Itoktof  Tta  ofljetoia.  to  fte 
CIA.  the  FBI,  and  toe  Comtat 
Parry,  ate  teracand 


peocees.  j 

Junction  barring  toe  chnnfc'l  ] 
meet  of  its  reporter*.  The  i 

■  ‘  .tanki 


the  5w«  ate  never  fottowed  through  on 
its  threat  to  toe  the  71m**. 
to  to  March  1979  the  charch  sate  two 
New  York  wrifor*.  Jte  Sfogcteeeete 
Ho  Canwegr,  erier  they  ahkleed 
Sctoeeotogy  on  the  Ttorid  Snesktod 
taa^-wtee  dfoensrieg  their  bote 


tog  tgte 

►  tank  Mad [October  31 

i  ndlSan  for 

■totwat'ritogetopf 

by.  a  Sdeatotopr 
Stfffor  aaya  font,  doe  to  the  fc>ny,  te- 
tony  new  na  again;  /  > .  •;  W  .  , 

►  till  toflnnn  ate  .fBed  to  4 


» a  ttoatacdqpi  filed  font  ,  w 

r'chanch  staff  tocater  Utvaitee:^ 


iVna  9chakk« Making  *2 OQ  teUipn^- 


toar.’Owck' of ;  .  _ 

waa  awarded  by.  •  PnrrtaafQS 

,  Oregon  ^jwy.vwhkih  tad  thatftop/ 
charch  *1  proteeee  of  a  bettor  Sfo.i 

.'diUvdi^ 

•  to  toca  age  tost  the 


versetioo  was  reoorcicd. 

The  recordings  of  Doarlsa,  along  wito 
tape-recocded  arafonn  nn  made  by 


for 

ioc  against  Jodgs  RL 
krgefy  incorporating 
ockan  filed  by  Wrach- 
pro- 


fcop,  wae  filed  on  hxat  20,  19*0,  as  f 
onechngs  were  b^halng  agahat  ths  l 
defeteanrt  recently  extredlte  from  Great 
Britain.  For  aocae  of  ths  Sctoototogfota’ 
cran sal,  however,  the  recneel  strategy  ted 
pons  too  for.  There  was  apparent 
skion  wkhto  toe  ranks  to  these  1 
ate  toe  way  they  were  prepared.  On  law¬ 
yer.  Michael  Noastaa,  who  repreretrtsd 
two  of  (he  defendant*,  didn't  sign  the 
mw"  md  withdrew  as  trial  coaoael. 

Tte  affidavit  to  aopport  of  this  motion 
was  filed  by  Morris  fcoflonn.  one  of  tos 
aditod  defendants,  after  te  Usaeoed  to 


variens  tapes  md  spote  to  Hkschkop. 
Among  ths  prejodidal  remarks  that  Bod- 
long  actribaaod  to  ledge  Richey  were;  thk 
Rntyi  teeth  threats  emenatod  from 
Sctooaoiogists;  that  Ito*  Joeres  ste  Sow 
tologists  were  "all  the  same";  that  k 
wottete  t  “foether  to  his  hat"  to  convict 
the  Scisteokgists;  ate  that  Richey  ted 
hte  toother  jodge  that  Sckatoiogists  were 
spreading  ntmors  about  kka  as  part  of  a 
;.*ptot”  to  ^ecredk  htoa. 

A  cryptic  footnote  to  the  affidavit  te- 
dtoed  to  provide  detafis  of  toe  alleged 
remora  about  Richey,  eking  "respect  for 

toe  court  as  an  toatkation. "  But  Hkachkop 


of  tte  plot  Richey  alluded  to.  They  had 
gooes  there  from  Bast,  who  says  te  ted 
combed  tte  Los  Angeles  area  for  to/brtna- 
tioa  about  Judge  Rlteey 'a  pereoaal  habits. 
Interviewing  mote  ate  resSaurant  employ¬ 
ees  sod  raakfog  videotapes  ste  record- 
tegs.  Tte  information  not  revealed  «  tte 
recta  was  token  by  Bast  to  political 
cuht ttmhu  lack  Andereon. 

Tte  central  figure  U  Baal's  teory  was  e 


worked  ths  Brentwood  Holiday  lea.  toe 
mote  where  Richey  stayed  during  toe  Los 
Angeles  bearings,  to  a  video  record  teg 
show*  to  Oary  Cohn,  a  reporter  for  Ander¬ 
son,  ths  prostitute  recalled  "to  titillating 
toad,"  |q  Cote,  mi  encounter 

wkh  Jodgs  Richey  at  toe  mote  md  kk 

of*  tie 

rrm  trite  bT  Pi  it  to 
te  toe  proeannn  wuiSlb^ 
toe  truth;  a  tope  rerorritog  of  Perry,  toe 
UJ.  marshal,  dmmtog  Judge  Richey 
said,  "Let's  go  gets  women";  and  a  tape 
recording  of  Doorton,  the  cow 
saying  Richey  "wae  always  j 
gkisJ' 

Cot*  says  tote  te  wee  toktoOy  ricaptieal 
ef  toe  nosy  became  he  we*  aware  that  Bate 
was  anmloyed  by  toe  Sctaotonitei  Bet 
he aaytnened often wod  ‘  ‘ 

trusted  bte.  He  says  he  c 
jeesad  toe  posefoOty  to 
wm  bereelf  a  Sctaologtet,  c 
trap  the  Judge.  Baat  aeys  only  that  tea  dis- 
oovury  of  tosproatkute  was  *S 
tote  he  paid  her  SI  ^00,  tote  ste  is  not  a 
and  that  she  is  no  longer 


Cohn  wrote  ths  oofonae,  which  toter  ap¬ 
peared  under  Aadsrson’i  by-line,  focus¬ 
ing  on  Bate'a  investigation  and  Richey's 
procuremeas  of  a  prostitute.  Cota  adds 
tote  he  is  now  “act  happy"  with  tos  way 
the  eotaaa  was  written.  In  his  affidavit. 
Docriaa,  toe  court  reporter,  who  has  heard 
toe  tapes  be  seols  trots  Cate's  prxrfcrt. 
denies  ths  reresrti  attributed  to  him. 

Newspapers  tote  aobacribe  to  Aericr- 
aon *s  column  received  toe 
J«*y  11,  ■  we* 
if  My  It.* 
h— the  N 


te  runaiag 


New  York  Dctiy  Nrwt 


decided  not  to  pobliah  h — aod  Tht  W ash- 
In  [ton  Pox  mod  k  ody  a fur  txUosivt 
oooversatioo*  with  Cohn.  Cohn  says  be 
never  reached  ILichey  for  comment,  and 
altooegb  Fete  editor  Ben  Bradfoe  says  he 
Is sure*Sre <fid call [Richcv]  ebo«tthecol- 
«avi."  no  coansacte  from  Richey  appeared 
in  to*  Fete's  version,  cither. 

Oa  July  16,  Richey  hsood  bis  opinion. 
Evidently  referring  to  the  upcoming 
Anderson  cotan.  which  Richey  might 
have  known  about  from  reporters*  calls 
and  mease  gee.  Richey  characterised  the 
recusal  motion  as  "thk  latest  effort  la  toe 
escalating  attack  on  toe  court"  and  found 
tos  ground*  for  to*  motion  to  be  "insorfi- 
deat  ss  a  matter  of  law,"  resting  only  00 
"hearsay,  rumor  and  toeaip." 

But,  toe  jodge  coot  mood,  "defendants 
and  their  counsel  have  engaged  la  groend- 
leas  and  relentless  attacks  oa  this  court. 
Their  motive  is  transparent.  It  Is  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  transform  ths  trial ...  Into  a  trial 
of  this  Judge."  Though  be  labeled  toe  at¬ 
tempts  to  remove  him  a  "classic  exsm- 
pk"  of  abuse  of  the  recusal  statutes,  he 
wrote  that  "the  time  has  come  for  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  this  case  to  proceed  oa  toe 
merits  with  tos  attention  of  all  directed  at 
toe  real  issues  k  this  case."  As  a  result. 
Richey  withdrew  from  toe  case  in  a  stale  of 
and  Dear-collapse,  according 
to  aesodutes. 

Oo  Jufy  l*.  Jack  Aadereon*s  column 
appeared  in  newspapers  throughout  toe 
country.  Five  days  later.  Judge  Richey 
was  hospitalised  wkh  exhaustion  and 
pulmonary  embolisms.  He  has  since  de¬ 
clined  all  comment  on  toe  care,  citing  toe 
cods  of  judicial  cooduct. 

Judge  Richey’s  ordeal  may  not  be  over. 
Hirachkop  vows  tote  bis  campaign  against 
toe  judge  will  continue,  and  he  claims  that 
the  proteianc  affair  a  "only  the  tip  of  toe 
iceberg. "  AJtoounb  Hirachkop  dodiaes  to 
doc  lose  dettifo.  be  sava  if  necessary  be 
will  expose  additional  damaging  informa¬ 
tion  uncovered  by  Bast. 

Apart  from  the  delay*,  the  campaign 
against  Judge  Richey  has  had  negligible 
legal  impact  on  toe  proceedings  against 
the  Scknsoloftft  defendant*.  Though  an 
appeal  bpeodreg  one  cocvtadooal  search 
and  tenure  question,  toe  coovictioos  of 
the  Got  nine  stand.  Trials  of  toe  remaining 
two  defendants  started  in  late  October 
under  Judge  Robinson  and  are  still  in 

of  toe  Scientologists  and 
TZy^JOflUiTte  tola  tare  sewu  iininod 
only  to  satisfy  a  commandment  L.  Roc 
Hubbard  once  wrote: 

'The  DEFENSE  of  anything  b 
UNTENABLE.  The  only  way  to  defend 
anything  is  to  ATTACK,  and  If  you  ever 
forget  tote,  then  you  will  lore  every  buctie 
you  are  ever  engaged  ia,  whether  h  b  in 
team  of  personal  cooveraation.  public  de¬ 
bate,  or  a  coart  of  law.  NEVER  BE  IN¬ 
TERESTED  IN  CHARGES.  DO, 
yooreetf,  aaoch  MORE  CHARGINO,  tad 
you  win  WIN."  □ 


In  te  July  1990  bsue  toe  American 
Lawyer  named  Judge  Charles  Richey 
renaar-up  to  toe  worst  District  of  Colum- 
b«a  federal  district  oourt judge.  The  lawyer 
who  mote  vehemently  denounced  Richey 
was  one  of  tos  Scientologists'  defense 
counsel,  and  thb  same  lawyer  also  re¬ 
ferred  our  reporter  to  ocher  lawyer*  who 
have  represented  Church  of  Scientology 
defendants.  The  reporter,  who  has  since 
left  our  staff,  says  he  was  unaware  of 
Scientologists'  efforts  to  discredit  and  re¬ 
cuse  Judge  Richey.  Without  toe  lawyer's 
vehemently  derogatory  remarks  and  hb 
referrals  10  other  "sources,"  our  reporter 
says  he  woold  not  have  named  Richey  b 
toe  survey. 
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